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Friday^ June \Sih. — ^The noted widow Zum« 
visited us to-day without the slightest pretensions 
to finery of any kind, either in her dress or orna- 
ments, for she was clad in very humble iq»parel of 
country cloth. She related to us with great good 
humour her quarrels with her prince, the ruler 
of Wowow, and her consequent flight from that 
city to escape his resentment. It appears that, 
in order to effect this, she was actually obliged to 
climib over the city wall in the night, and travel 
on foot to Boossk, which is a very long journfi^Tt 
and to a woman of her size must bftve, been an 
arduous task. She alleged that she had done 
nothing whatever to merit the displeasure of the 
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2 THE WIDOW ZUMA. [Chap. VIIL 

Wowow chief, notwithstanding which he had 
robbed her of all her household furniture and a 
number of her slaves. But, from another quarter, 
we learn that one of her sons had committed a 
theft in the city, for which he would have suffered 
death, if he had not made his escape with his 
mother, who it is said had instigated him to the 
deed. The widow complained sadly of poverty 
and the hardness of the times ; she had Ibught 
with the Yarribeans against Al^rie ; b«t instead of 
receiving a recompense for her bravery, she had 
lost half her slaves in an engagement, which so 
disgusted her with the military profession, that 
she immediately abandoned it and returned home. 
Yet, in spite of all her losses and misfortunes, she 
lias gained so much in corpulency, that it was with 
the utmost difficulty she could squeeze herself lata 
the doorway of our Imt, although it is 1^ no 
meant small. The widow Zuma is a very good* 
looking, elderly person of matronly appearance. 
Her skin is of a light copper €ok)ur^ 

After the widow had left us, I carried the pre* 
sents which had been selected to the king and 
queen. Each appeared delighted with them> and 
the former more especially was extravagant in 
expresuoiis of admiration and tkankfutneas. A 
pair of sUvev braeelett, a tobacco pipe, and a 
looking*gla8s, seemed to rivet the attention of the 
king, who could not take his eyes off them for 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ci^.yni.] Yurr thx Kiaa. 8 

a full half hosr, bo muck was he pleased witli 
them. 

This mormng we visited the lur-Auaed Niger oi 
Quorroy which flows by the city, about a mile 
fircMn our residence, and were greatly disappointed 
at the appearance of this celebrated river. Black, 
rugged rocks rose abn^ly fr<Hn the centre of the 
stream, causing strong rij^les and eddies on its 
surface. It is said that, a few miles above Boossi^ 
the river is divided into three branches, by two 
small fertile islands, and that it flows from hence 
in one continued stream to Funda. The Niger 
here, in its widest part, is not more than a stoneV 
throw across at present The rock on which we 
sat overlodca &e spot where Mr. Park and his 
associates met their unhappy fate ; we could not 
help meditating on that circumstance, and on the 
number of vahiable lives which have been sacri- 
ficed in attempting to explore this river, and se- 
cretly implored the Almighty that we might be the 
humble means of setting at rest for ever the great 
jpestion of its course and termination. 
' Saturday f June I9th. — ^This morning the king, 
accompanied by his consort, who is said to be his 
counsellor and only confidant, honoured us with 
a visit at our huL They came without any kind 
of state or cereni#ny, and were both dressed more 
plainly than many of their subjects. The king 
wore a white cotton tobe over another of blue; ^nd 
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4 THE KINO AND QVBXN. [Chap.Vni. 

white, a cap of red cloth, and leathern sandals of 
the same colour. The midlkie was clad in a 
Common check shirt, of Nouffie manu^ture ; a 
plain piece of hlue cotton was fastened round her 
head, wholly concealing the hair ; a larger piece 
of the same kind was thrown over the left shoulder, 
and a third, tied round her waist, reached so far 
as the middle of the leg. Her feet were bare, as 
were likewise her arms up to the elbow ; a brass 
ring ornamented each great toe, and eight silver 
bracelets each wrist, the least of them weighing 
little less than a quarter of a pound. Besides 
these ornaments, the queen wore a necklace of 
coral and bits of gold, and small pieces of pipe 
coral were stuck in the lobe of each ear. 

We had almost forgotten to mention that the 
sultan of Bomou is considered the most powerful 
chief of Northern, as the king of Boossk is of 
Western Africa. The queen is the daughter of the 
last and sister of the present ruler of Wowow. 

The demand for coral has been very great in 
every town of consequence which we have visited. 
All ranks of people appear passionately fond of 
wearing it, and it is preferred to every other orna- 
ment whatever. The midlkie asked us, this morn- 
ing, if we had brought any coral with uis, and 
seemed rather disappointed, though not dis- 
pleased, on being answered in the negative. She 
then pulled out a little box, made of sheep skin, 
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wbicb was filled with coral beads and little golden 
trinkets, and requested me to polish the latter for 
her. We offered her a few plated .buttons, which 
we had just before been cleaning, and they were 
accepted with transport ; but, as their brightness 
had excited the admiration of her consort, a 
scramble took place as to which of the two should 
have them. After a long struggle, it ended in the 
kiumph of the king, who first chose the largest 
and best for his own use, and then gave his spouse 
the remainder, taking care, however, to show her 
the inaide of the buttons he had selected for him- 
self, which were tarnished by use, and to display 
those intended for her to the greatest advantage. 
The royal couple were like two great children, yet 
they were each well pleased, with their own, and 
expressed their thankfulness wiUi much warmth. 
. We imagined that it would have been bad 
policy to have stated the true reason of our 
visiting this country, knowing the jealousy of 
most of the people with regard to the Niger ; and 
therefore, in answer to the king's inquiries, I was 
obliged to deceive him with the assertion that our 
object was to go to Bomou by way of Ydoorie, 
requesting at the same time a safe conveyance 
through his territories. This answer satisfied the 
king, and he promised us every assistance in 
his power. Our visitors remained with us a -con- 
siderable time, and in the course of conversation. 
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one of tbem observed that they had in th^ pos* 
session a tobe, whieh beicmged to a white man 
who came from the north many years ago, and 
from whom it had been purchased by the king's 
father. We expressed great curiosity to see this 
lobe, and it was sent us as a present a short time 
after their departure. Contrary to our expecta- 
tions, we found it to be made of rieh crimson 
damask, and very heavy from the immense quan- 
tity of gold embroidery with which it was covered. 
As the time when the late king is said to have 
purchased this tobe corresponds very nearly to 
^e supposed period of Mr. Park's deadi, and as 
we never heard of any other white man havmg 
come from the north so far south as Booss^, we 
are inclined to believe it to be part of tjie spoil 
obtained from the canoe of that ill-fated traveller. 
Whether Mr. Park wore the tobe himself, which 
is scarcely probable on accotmt of its weight, 
or whether he intended it as a present to a native 
chief, we are at a loss to- determine. At all 
events, the article is a curiosity in itself; and if 
we should live to return to England, we shall 
easily learn whether it was made there or not. 
The chief himself has never worn the tobe, nor 
did his predecessor, from a s up er stiti ous feeling ; 
* besides,* observed the king, * it might excite the 
cupidity of the neighbouring powers.* 

Sunday, June 20ik. — ^IWie king sent a mes* 
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8eBg«r thii morning, to mfiinii us ihal Iw was a 
toilor^ and diat he would thank as foir some thread 
and a few needtoe for his own private ttsa. By 
this man he likewise sent a masket for us Id 
repair; bat as it is Sunday, we have declined 
doing it till to-morrow. Eager as ws are t0 
obtain even the slightest infoimation rehitire %6 
the unhajf^y fate of Mr» Pork and his companions^ 
as well as to ascertain if any of their books or 
papers are now in existence at this place, we had 
almost made np our minds to refrain from aridng 
any questions on the subject, because we wera 
apprehensive that it might be displeasing to the 
king, and ittvtDlve us in many perplexities. Fami* 
Ikrity, however, having in some measure worn 
off this impres^on, and the king being an alfaUe, 
oUiging^ and good-natured person, we were em* 
bcddened to send Paskoe to him this morning, 
wkh a message expressive of the interest we felt 
on the subject, in common with all our country*- 
men ; and saying that, if any books or papers 
which belonged to Mr. Park were yet in his pos* 
session, he woukl do us a great service, by dell^ 
vering them into our'hands, or at least by grant«> 
ing us permission to see them. To this the king 
returned for answer, that when Mr. Park was lost 
in the Niger, he was a very little boy, and that 
he knew not what had become of his effects ; that 
the dej^orable event had occurred in the reign of 
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the late king^s predecessor, who died shortiy. after ; 
and that all traces of the white man had been lost 
with him. This answer disappointed our hopes, 
for to us it appeared final and decisive. But in 
the evening they, were again raised by a hint from 
our .host, who is the king's drummer, ai^ one of 
the principal men in the country : he assured us, 
that there was certainly one book at least saved 
from Mr. Park's canoe, which is now in the pos- 
session of a very poor man in the . service of his 
master, to whom it had been entrusted by the late 
king during his last illness. He said moieover, 
that if but one application were made to the king, 
on any subject whatever, very little was thought 
of it ; but if a second were made, the matter 
would be considered of sufficient importance to 
demand his whole attention, — such being the 
custom of the country. The drunmier therefore 
recommended us to persevere in our inquiries^ 
for he had no doubt that something to our. satisr 
faction would be elicited. At his own request, we 
sent him to the king immediately, desiring him to 
repeat our former statement, and to assure the 
king, that should he be successful in recover* 
ing the book wewanteid, our monarch would 
xeward him handsomely. He desired the drum* 
mer to inform us, that he would use every exertion, 
and examine the man who was reported to have 
the white man's book in his possession^ at an early 
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Chap, vino BOOSfA. ^ 

hour to-monow. Here the mitter al jweaent 
rests. 

In the afitemoony the king came alone to see 
us, and wished to know when we were inclined to 
depart : we answered, that we were quite ready ; 
that we were only waiting his pleasure, and would 
gladly proceed on our journey whenever he would 
give us permission. He said, if the king of 
Y^u)orie should not have a canoe for us hy Monday 
evening, we should have the use of one of his 
own, and that we should have liberty to em- 
bark on the following morning. We thanked him 
for his kindness, and took the opportunity of pay- 
ing him and his spouse a compliment, which their 
treatment of us has really deserved. The king 
took it in good part, was extremely affable and 
Qbliging, and quitted us in an excellent humour. 

I have been very unwell during the last day or 
two, but am now much better. 

Monday^ June 2l8t. — The city of B00S8&, as 
we have before observed, consists of a great num- 
ber of groups or clusters of huts, all within a 
short distance of each other. It is bounded on 
one side by the river Quorra or Niger, and on 
the other by an extensive turreted wall, with 
moats, forming a complete semicircle. Notwith- 
standing, however, its natural and artificial de- 
fences, Boossd was taken by the Fal&tahs many 
years ago ; on which occasion its inhabitants fled, 
with their children and effects, to one of thos^ 
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10 BOOSSA. [Chap. TUt 

little idands in the Niger, wUch we have already 
mentioned. But the diiefs of Niki, Wowow^ 
imd Kfama, hanng been made acquainted with 
die drcum&tance, assembled together, and hating 
joined their forees with those of Boossit, drove the 
Faiths, their common enemy, into th<i Niger, 
where many of them perished. Since that period 
the city has never been invaded, nor threatened 
with attadt. Die soil of Boossk is, for the mtost 
pait, very fertile, and produces rice, cohi, yamsy 
&c., in great abundance, DouxA, a Idnd of oom, 
is obtained here in the greatest perfection; it 
yields five hundred fold, and forms the principal 
food of the inhalHtants, both rich and poor. 
Another variety of com grows here, which has 
eight ears on a single stem ; the grain is very small 
and sweet, but it is not cultivated to any extent. 
The butter-tree flourishes in and near the town ; 
and palm oil is imported from Nouffie; but the 
latter is only used as an article of food, because it 
is very scarce and dear, and is purchased only by 
the king and a few of the principal inhabitants. 
The king and his midikie have each great numbers 
of fine cattle, but none of their subjects are in pofr* 
session of a sin^e bullock ; &ey have, howeveri 
flocks of sheep and goats, and obtam immense 
quantities of fish frcmi the Niger. Very good salt 
is brought from a salt lake on the borders of the 
river, which is about ten days^ journey to the north- 
ward of this place j and pef^r grows in every part 
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<^ihe country. Gtanea-fowl, pheasants, putridget, 
and a variety of aqmtie Hvds are found here in the 
greatest plenty, and have afbided us excdl^at sport 
Hie natiyes sometimes endeavour to shoot Uiem 
with thdr arrows, birt this m^hod of procuring 
game is at all times very pvecaiious and difficult; 
and two birds only have been thus killed during 
several years past. Deer and antelopes also 
abound near the dty; but they are timid and 
shy, and rarely, if ever, caught by the inhabitants. 
The fish, with which the river abounds so plenti* 
folly, are eaten by all classes of people: ^ley are 
tough, dry, and unsavory ; yet they form part of 
the daily food of t|ie inhabitants, who appear ex* 
ceedingly fond of them. 

The Hkussa language is understood by the ge- 
nerality of the natives of Borgoo, both young and 
old, almost as well as their mother-tongue, and it 
is spoken by the majority of them with consider* 
able fluency: The government of the country is 
despotic ; but this unlimited power, whwh is 
vested in the monarch, is almost invariably exer- 
cised with lenity and forbearance. All private 
disputes are settled by the king, and he punii^ies 
misdemeanours just as his inclmation may lead 
him. It was reported that llie q»een ruled het 
husband, and influenced his conduct in all mat* 
ters; but the aflair of the buttons shows the 
rumour to be ill-founded. The king^s address 
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12 MR. PARK*8 PAPSRS. £Chn>.VIH. 

is superior; and his whole demeanour^ in our 
presence, though mild and unassuming, dis- 
plays a good deal of natural dignity. He sent 
us a fine turkey this morning, which was acknow- 
ledged on our part hy a couple of Guinea-fowl 
and two hrace of partridges, which my brother 
had shot 

In the afternoon, the king came to see us, fol- 
lowed by a man with a book under his arm, which 
was said to have been picked up in the Niger 
after the loss of our countryman. It was en- 
veloped in a large cotton cloth, and our hearts 
beat high with expectation as the man was slowly 
unfolding it, for by its size we guessed it to be 
Mr. Park's journal ; but our disappointment and 
chagrin were great, when, on opening the book, 
we discovered it to be an old nautical publication of 
the last century. The title page was missing, but its 
contents were chiefly tables of logarithms. It was 
a thick royal quarto, which led us to conjecture 
that it was a journal ; between the leaves we found 
a few loose papers of very little consequence in- 
deed ; one of them contained two or three observa- 
tions on the height of the water in the Gambia ; 
one was a tailor's bill on a Mr. Anderson; and 
another was addressed to Mr. Mungo Park, and 
contained an invitation to dinner,— the following 
is a copy of it : — 

* Mn and Mrs. Watson would be happy to have 
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* the pleasure of Mr. Park's company al dfamer on 
^ Tuesday next, at half-past five o*clock. 

* An answer is requested. 

* Strand, 9th Nov. 1804.' 

The king, as well as the owner of the hook, 
looked as greatly mortified as ourselves, when they 
were told that the one produced was not that of 
which we were in quest, hecause the reward pro* 
mised would not of course be obtained. As soon 
as our curiosity had been fully satisfied, the papers 
were carefully collected and placed again between 
llie leaves, and the book as carefully folded in its 
envelope as before, and taken away by its owner, 
who values it as much as a household god. Thus 
all our hopes of obt»ning Mr. Park's journal or 
papers, in this city, are entirely defeated* The in* 
quiry, on our part, has not been prosecuted without 
much trouble and anxiety, and some little per* 
sonal sacrifices likewise, which, had they been 
ten times as great, we would gladly have made 
whilst a single hope remained of their being 
effectual. 

* Tuesday, June 22d. — ^When CapUun Clapper* 
ton was at Wowow on the former expedition, 
Paskoe purchased a slave of the ^widow Zuma to 
be his wife, but for some reason or other the bar* 
gain was not completed, and the woman remained 
with her mistress. A part ofthe purchase-money only 
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was given baek .to Paakoe, and he wag obliged 
to quit the town wkh his master wi^u>ut having 
had an opportunity of recovering the remainder. 
The widow's late change of residence from Wo- 
wow to Booss^ seemed to offer a fair chance for 
Paskoe to obtain his money, and he accordingly 
made an early af^ication £or it; but though she 
acknowledged the debt» she refused payment on 
the ground that, as the prince of Wowow had 
fofciUy obtained possession of the girl in question^ 
he had no right whatever to the money* Paskoe, 
unwilling to lose so large a sum, thaci laid the 
Bia^r before the king of Boossk, for his de- 
d^oa ; and, in eonsequence, the widow has under* 
gmietwo orthiee exatmnations, without producing 
any good whntever. The monarch haa declared 
that he seea the juslke of hia demand, but aa 
the WQDHua obslinaitely refuses to pay the debt, 
he eannot itkaxk of forcing her to <h> so against 
her in^natiaB. Paskoe &ubse(|u«Atly o£Ssred the 
mhckd o£ the mofiey which tlie widow owed him 
to the kk^, provided the latter couM obtaia i^ 
But this was altogether repugnant to the mo- 
nardot's nodoaa of right and wrong. He replied, 
^ Tbe widow came here to me ak>ne, and uk 
distress^ to dbim my peotection, which I granted 
her wiUhoiift hentafcion; it wo«ild theiefoce iU be« 
come mt lo break my faith, imd turn my back 
on an ob|eet so utteriy defencelesa and uopro«^ 
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tecte^ by ^actiag fnun her Uie fiooney of aBotber 
Jar i9Qy ovb use, in the recovery of which I had 
^re^ieusly r^ued to uiterfMre. I cannot break 
Bay word— I caniiot grant you your reqaeBt' 

It is amusing to discover the shifts to which 
the people of Boossli and other places have 
resorted, in die hc^ of obtaining a little pre* 
sent of Bom» sort from us. The day after our 
arrival here, a man, who represented hknself aa 
brother to the King of Nouffie^ sent us a large 
bowl of dried fish and onions ; and another indi* 
vidual has sold hia only tobe, for the purpose 
of obtaining a little money to purchase some 
hutUy which is a fermented liquor extracted from 
the palm tree and the bamboo, and which he is 
about to piesent to us. The former of these pr^ 
sents waa rcfected, because such kind of things 
had become, by tbeir frequmicy, so serious an in- 
conveaience, that we have determined to accept 
of noty»gfor the fiiture in the shape of a gift, exr 
ee|iifrofls^<^ge& and governors themselves. Yet 
we hai^ rqp^a^ted ci our resolution in this instance, 
Ittving been informed yesterday that the pre- 
sided brother €^ the King of Nouffie was not 
Jkmg ago tak^i prisoner by the Fal4tahs/ and his 
emkf son wfth him, and that they were both sold 
by tbem to a company of HiMissa merchants ; that 
the fs^Mrhad rede^oied himself from slavery by 
his own eiLertions, and tibat he had had recourse 
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to the above expedient of sending us a quantity of 
dried fish and onions, in the expectation of ob- 
taining a little money from us towards emanci- 
pating his son. The poor man went away quite 
crest-fallen and unhappy it the ill success of his 
project, and quitted the city immediately after, to 
visit his enslaved son, who is at Koolfu^ so that 
when we were made acquainted with the circum- 
stance it was too late to relieve him, and we very 
much regretted it. 

Our hostess is an agreeable and good-natured 
woman, but she is excessively vain of her person ; 
so much so indeed, that she employs several hours 
in the day in dressing her hair, which hangs down 
below the face in three plaited queuesy one of 
them from the forehead, and one from each side of 
the head; after which she affixes ornaments on 
different parts of her body, stains her lips and 
teeth a shining red colour with kemiah Qi spe- 
cies of myrtle) ; and when all this is done she 
admires herself in a broken looking-glass which 
we have given her. This is the most whimsical 
and diverting part of the ceremony: she ap- 
proaches the glass and retreats from it again, 
smiles when she fancies that she looks pretty ; and 
distorts her features and throws her body into all 
manner of comical attitudes, to ascertain which 
is the most engaging. Although only a drummer's 
wife, our hostess is considered as a person of 
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respectability, for her husband's situation is one 
of the most important in the kingdom ; and al^ 
the more respectable females of Borgoo adorn 
their persons in much the same manner as she 
does, and have an almost equal share of affec« 
tation and vanity. The men sometimes stain their 
Hps and teeth, and finger and toe-nails, like their 
wives ; but this custom is by no means general 
among them. The King and Queen of Boossl^ 
disregard it altogether. . 

We brought three horses with us to Coobly 
from Jenna ; two of them have died from fatigue,, 
and the third is in so miserable a state, that h^ 
can be of no further service to us. The king paid 
us a visit this afternoon, and informed us that 
everything will be in readiness for our departure 
to-morrow. On this occasion he presented ua 
with an excellent and handsome horse, which is 
the more acceptable, as we have only one, which 
we fortunately purchased a few days ago from 
the Governor of Coobly. The monarch strongly 
enjoined us to accept of no provisions, particu- 
larly milk and honey, from any person whatever, 
excepting the governors of towns through which 
we may pass, for he was apprehensive that poison 
would be mixed with them. He did not ex* 
plain to us on what grounds he entertained his 
suspicion, but left us to form our own conjectures 
on his unexpected advice. If we are not mis* 
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talcen, tike long warned CiA|*nn Cbfpertott «f m 
similar danger. 

D«rrifig tke wkoie eoorse of ow joomey we 
liare nowhere expeneaeed gnntter kwdness, at- 
fentimi, aftd kospMity, ^um from the amiaUe 
ruler of this place, and kit no lew aoriahie com* 
panion, and we shaU kare occauon to raiumb^c 
their eivMity to in as loftg ai we live. 

Shiee we hsft beea here llie Ung has given na 
a horse, bullock, sheep, and toxiEey, which wore 
all very Taluakle, whiie oitt present to hkn is con- 
siderably less Oian Aat wbick the King of Ki* 
ftina receifedi 

fFtdnesday, Jme 23i^— Last night BoosaJi 
was vwited by a toiaado, whtdi did a IkHe mis- 
chief lo Ae town. At an early koar in tke 
ttoraaig the Idng and ^eca paid us a fare- 
well vint, when the feinier again cautioned vm 
to beware of poiaon. We then expressed our 
admowledgments to both for all their larours ; 
and an hoar or two after they had tidien theic 
departare, we rode out ctf the city, accoa^anied by 
two horsemen as an escort, and a foot-inessengec 
to die Sttkon of Ykoone. Not £sr from the 
walk of Booesli we eame to a spot where tke 
herds of tke King and Midlkie were grazhig: 
finer cattle can newlMire be seen; they are under 
die care of Fal4tak ebves, because tke natiTes da 
not understand tkeir mam^ement. Frem kenoe 
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me jqanaei along liie ImAa ef Hhe Niger, at an 
easy f«oe, cmiof te Ae ImUows in Ike padi, and 
^o faeunr witetmmtis entered m pleasant little 
fvaiM toma, catied Kitgogie, wh^e wd were de* 
Ared to halt till to-m«rrow. The town is peopled 
wdeiy hj the Kii^ of Bous6&*8 slaves; and 
is distant, in a wxtheily diveetion, hom the capitsil 
alN>iit eigkt or nine miles. W« bare been sent 
iikher by ImmI, because a canoe could not be pad- 
ded up ^ river withouit the greatest difficulty 
saad danger, on account of the rodcs. The inhabi- 
tants cf Kagogie appeat to enjoy an easy kind of 
^e. The <;hief part of thenr time is employed in 
husbandry, fishing, and taking «are of the king's 
liQi?ses ; and though but in(Meren1^y clad, they aE 
aeera well fed, contented, and comfortable. 

in ^6 afternoon a young woman presented her- 
«elf with a few loose leaves of *11iom9on*8 Sea- 
«ons,* which we had thrown away at Booss&. 
She had been despatched purposely by the king* 
her master, who imagined that they were valuable 
to us, and that we had overlooked them in the 
Inirry of departure. 

Even here, in this insignificant and sequestered 
place, the Arabic language is professed to be 
taught in schools, and boys are put under the tui- 
tion of men, who can only teach thfMLa few very 
-short Mohammedan prayers, «nd Tmo do not 
themselves understand a single Arabic character. 
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Our nights were 8{>ent most unpleasantly at 
B00SS&, by reason of the swarms of mosquitoes 
and black ants which infested our dwelling:^ 
and whose sting is keener than a needle's point ; 
the latter insect, in particular, is a great nuisancie^ 
and we are told that there is not a town on the 
banks of the Niger that is free from either. 

Thursday^ June 2Ath, — ^Though the governor 
of Kagogie had been made acquainted with oiir 
intentions no less than three days before our arri- 
val, yet no canoe had been got ready for our use ; 
and this morning, when we expected to embark, 
the ' King of the Canoe,' as the person who has the 
care of it is ridiculously styled, informed us with 
the utmost unconcern that it was out of repair, 
and that it would not be fit for our reception foy 
jsome hours at least This intelligence was very 
disagreeable and provoking, for we were so anxiou$ 
to Qmbark on the Niger, that the shortest delay was 
painful to us. Besides the appearance of the 
morning foretold a hot day, and as we had 
neither awning nor umbrellas to screen us from 
the burning sun, this circumstance tended tp 
increase our uneasiness. The natives have no 
forethought, and imagine that all men value time 
as little as themselves ; everything is deferred till 
the very last moment, and they look up into one's 
face with wonder when they see one anywise 
impatient. 
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< In the course of ihe forenoon we repaired to the 
«ide of the river, which is about twenty or thirty 
paces from the town, for the purpose of endea* 
Vouring to encourage and hurry the workmen in 
their labour about the canoe. Promises and 
ilireats were employed to effect this object, but 
the men would neither be coaxed nor intimidated^ 
*— they wouid not overwork themselves, they said, 
for all the riches in our possession ; so that we 
were obliged to leave them, and exercise our 
patience. The branch of the Niger which flows 
by Kagogie is about a mile in width ; but it is ren- 
dered so shallow by large sand-banks that, except 
in one very narrow place, a child might wade 
across it without difficulty. Mr. Park chose a 
deeper and safer branch, though it led to the 
-same dangers. 

Our horses were conveyed ,across from here to 
the opposite side of the river, from whence they 
will be taken to Yitoorie by land, because the 
canoes of the natives would be too frail a con* 
Veyance for them. These canoes are of great 
length, but the workmanship employed in making 
jxnd fashioning them is exceedingly rude and care- 
less. Owing perhaps to die want of proper trees 
of sufficient magnitude, they are made of two 
blocks of wood, which are sewn together by a 
thick cord, under which a quantity of straw is 
placed, both inside and out, to prevent t^e admis- 
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sion of Wftter; bul^ the wlnfe is alli^iedier 8<> 
ekmtilj exroutfed^ that cf^erj csnoe n the countarf 
k ailwayB lea^y. 

About mid^aj the workmeon hsrii^ fiwrimi 
oii£ caaoe, the luggag* wbb pretCHtly put into k( 
and between twdre and one irer enbai^ed. wUl 
our peofde^ and were faiuHclMd cmt into the mmsi 
Him dixectHat of this hcanch waa Heaiiy caat an^ 
west^ and we pooesdcd acme dntaace down the 
utieam for the piirp<ne of f;etting into the muia 
iMnmch of die Niger^ where tivxe ia deeper watac; 
^his object waa soon attakedy and we found it 
flowing from north to sooth, thnxigh a rack aend 
Planning country, wh^ seemed to improve ia 
eppesfance the. further wci advancei. We weva 
firopelled at e good rate up achfOBK^ whkh, &an 
half a mile in breadth, gradually widened to radur 
Iwtter than a mile. Beaotifiil, spieading, and 
vpnry trees adorned the eoan^ on eadi side of 
ihe riren £ka apaik; com, nearly lipe, waYod 
<iT«r the water's edge ; kige, open viUagea ap^ 
peared eyery half«hoiir; and. herds of spoiled 
eattle were oheerved grazmg and eitjoying the 
eool of the i^ade*. The appearance of ^ ri^ei^ 
&Bt serend miieay was no less endiantii^ than ita 
hordere; it waa as smooth ae a lake; canoes^ 
laden wilii riieep and goats, wese paddled by 
women doiWH its almost imp erce ptf ble cuixeixt; 
-awaUowsy and a variety of mgmkic Ikdsy were 
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«po<ln^ over ki glmnj sufebee, ^Utk «a» oroar 

Tbe he9^ of die iveatliar ^tested u» gveatlvt 
tid tbe ifipioeeli of swiaing, wjwft l«|ge gaud* 
banks Md shattmiw eBg^:eflL«^ur atteatitin. A Uttlei 
aftareigiift, jP.M^welaadbd ofttba^aatembaokof 
llie imr, set fiur finm a«eMU villago» wbeve we 
fixei ow teiKt ott a |M of dmg OQCtt, aJMi, baviBg 
modnig^ to ceik» iMBt Mfipeifeai W Ottt. 

i¥fc2«3^ Jum ittflL— ISie M»it ranaricable oW 
jMsfc wkkh we Jaw en ikimg thk memingt wae a 
ragged and namiCie rigp ef liiUa» i^peaimg 
to tbe eastaraxd oi em e»GBMf»MBt: itii /called 
JBvgojdfcl^ &effi a coutttay af due eaiae name ia 
wliicfa ike Ula a» lifciitfil^ aad wludi was forr 
medfwa iadependeaiSuttgilen, \M is«awbaooBie 
a province ^ Ytoorie^ At a little befiove seTeOv 
au«.y our ouiee was palhed <»ff dike aandy beach 
081 which it hnd been seeitted Uat evening, aad 
]Krqp^ed down a verf aam»r ehaand, between a 
large sand-baak aad Ibe sikere. Tbis €o»dacted 
«a into tbe laala branch of the Niger, aad we 
agam adnanid its ddigfalful a»d magaifioeat ap«> 



We had preoeeded oariy a few bundled yards 
wtbesa &e m& i^adaaUy widened to two mUeSy 
aaid cc m tiaiued ao ae for as die eye coidd reack 
Itloaked verynueb Ube an artificial canai; tb^ 
iMialKa haviaig ibe a^j^^Mtaxattce of a dwarf w^^ 
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with vegetation beyond. In most places the water 
was extremely shallow, but in others it was deep 
enough to float a frigate. During the first two 
hours of the day, the scenery was as interesting 
and picturesque as can be imagined. The banks 
were literally covered with hamlets and villages ; 
fine trees, bending under the weight of their dark 
and impenetrable foliage, everywhere relieved the 
eye from the glare of the sun's rays, and, contrasted 
with the lively verdure of the little hills and plains, 
produced the most pleasing effect. Afterwards^ 
however, there was a dedded change ; the banks^ 
which before consisted of dark earth, clay, or sand, 
were now composed of black rugged rocks ; large 
Band*bahks and islands were scattered in the river, 
Hvhich diverted it into a variety of little channels, 
and effectually destroyed its appearance. 

About eleven o'clock, dark clouds from the west 
foretold an approaching storm ; and our boatmen 
tised their utmost exertions in endeavouring to 
reach a village, or some place of security, before 
it should burst upon us ; but in thishope we were 
^sappointed, for in a very few minutes it blew a 
hurricane, accompanied by thunder and lightning 
of the most awful description, and the rain fell in 
torrents. It became, besides, so dark, that no* 
thmg could be clearly distinguished at the distance 
of only a few yards. We were wetted to the skin 
in a moment; and our canoe was in danger of 
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ftinkhig as we came abreast of a little fishiDg vil* 
lage, on an island, close to tbe water's edge. We 
jumped on shore as soon as possible, and ran, 
l¥ithoiit shoes or hats, mtothe first hnt we came to 
for protection from tiie storm. Here our unlooked 
for intrusion frightened away a poor woman, who 
rushed out of the hut as we entered it ; but we 
commenced throwing off our drip]»ng clothes, and 
displacing a pot of fish which was stewing over a 
few expiring embers, heaped up all the dry wood 
We could find. Not till then did we discoTer that 
our situation was little better than it had been in 
the canoe ; the hut had two large open doorways 
opposite each other, through which the wind 
swept the rain, and filled it with pools of water. 
This was too much for us, and sallying out imme« 
diately, half-dressed, we hurried towards a hut 
i^hich we perceived at a short distance ; but this 
was no better than that which we had left, — all 
seemed alike; and rushing back again through 
the pelting rain, we regained our deserted hut, 
Imd resigned ourselves to all its inoonreniences. 
Our people shortly afterwards came up to us, quite 
benumbed with cold and wet ; and, notwithstand- 
ing their distress and our own comfortless condi* 
tion, we could not forbear laughing at their comical 
and ragged appearance. Meantime the hostess and 
her husband, with several of the other villagers, 
^summoned up resolution enough to visit us ; and 
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by wAfofa peaeeK>S»iQg,tfae3rfa(0iigUi»lkk ilKtt 
foe-wmiaadftsaiaUqiMa^of pfovlamM^ TUa 
eoEMiblfid ua to kndle tnio kutfe iie» iA tke kut, 
vhidit aft tbe stoim was abatnf » fidon dned vp 
ibe rnlor; but we w^veynaToidably eblifed to lie 
down in d«wp clotliet. My brother aad I fiat 19 
during tbe best pMTt of Ifae mgki^fwwe tofoad it 
impoflufaieio aleep^ Bot eniy ^oa acoount of myriada 
of Bios^toefl» Iwl; tbe groaaiag and fiaeriAg of 
laaeiit the baridag and grmrliag of dogi^ an iacea* 
iaat dnunouog al «« adjacent viUaf^, aed tbe 
atartliag-xoar of a ^0% which was prowliag about 
our 4j|uarteia Bdurly tbe whole c^ tbe aight. 

Satntia^ Jtme 266Sk-rThe tepipest of yeiterr 
flay was suooeeded by a eool e¥ema^ and a re» 
xaadcably ckar oigbL lu the monung) o« kavia^ 
the vilb^g^ we wef e followed to the beach by %■ 
few af ita labaWjtfintg, a^d when the ca«\oe waa 
paahfid of at iCY^i i>'ddck« th^ cheered ua 
loudly. These peqple are ham^eia a»d goodr 
Batnred, but diirt^ la their fem^m and singular m 
their aaa^aers* Ibelr laiiguage la, <filCei»ttt fiona 
that sjpokeii at Boosfl^ Most 0i the villages ow 
ihe ifilands, as but aa Y4oorie» it is jttid, axe ittha^ 
bited by the aaaie raqe of people, and they asa 
also sealtaied ou the baipiks (4 the met. Tbe 
HKMB^i daah their hair with red <:layt but they are 
too poor to purdu^ maay peraenjd oruasaeutSy 
and tbe maa u«e Bone whatemu Th?y appear to 
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heefeHa^ utoemmeB othkia akdidsace; thcf 

axe paitid to agnnlldre^ mmI eMnU laige por* 

ticoDSof l«Bilwil3i0Qn»^nee»,MMloi]iaiM; beiidei 

wbldi Uamg is canmd o» bj Unbl imi «i «aLte»- 

aire acafe, aad nuntWrs itf the mett 99 thsee fkyt^ 

jommexiipibeNigertocatdifiriu Mosiofdwir 

laOiB ass svppmtlad «n day pfflaf% wUdi mm i»mw 

dhtrfa% snn^; ortm tteiie slalw s^t nora UiM 

■ttmdiinthickae— ■ Hk fmUs of die ]uil» ai# 

o^twoorthsee iBcbeain thldaMta; iHifttheso 

hK7e 00 large fknKwejs ]&e thai wMdi we oocii>« 

fied; aad iwatcad of tbOTi, tiiey are fiirniihed mib 

a small single afi cf inr e aeai the roof, to whksk 

&m ofvaers ace obliged to elimb; and eTca then 

Hatty canmoi enter wilhoot gfea^ atertioiu These 

ImU appfooch neaiior to the shape of a conuaoa 

"Eof^k €fwm -tinui anythkig ^»e we have ever 

oeen. S^aalei belsrpea Bo^Mh and Ykoorie, the 

inhabitants of most of the jelwids ^leak the knr 

gusge of €hotie coiiitvies, bat they ba^ also one 

^ dieiv eiva, which nobody Imi* liiMis^v^ 

ataad^ amBattenag of tfaeHl«i«sa toague* which 

Oey haf&attsBied, B die oaly meibed of eoaaawr 

watioa whidi is adopted m Axk taadiag traniJ^ 

acttOBs^ : 

• W^faadpaawdtbeishaklwiMfeoawesfeptlttfll 
nigbtbotalew miaalBs^aadhad^t eaterod 'mlt^ 
tiie aiam rm»v when we caon to a spot wheire k 
i^iaads^againiBtobEandiesyaiideat^ cbaaaelwaa 
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literally filled with dangerous rocks, sand-banks^ 
and low islands covered with tall rank grass. Hie 
iippearance of them was extremely disheartening** 
We were conducted up the main branch of the 
river, but were soon obMged to land with our 
people in order to ligl^n the canoe, which, after 
a deal of exertion, was lifted over a ridge of rocks 
into deeper water. During the greater part of the 
tnoming, indeed, our canoe was continually strik^ 
ing against concealed rocks, or running on hidden 
sand-banks, but sustained no apparent damage by 
the concussion ; the only inconvenience we expe- 
rienced from it was the fatiguing one of being 
obliged to get out and in whenever it was found 
hecessary. It therefore afforded us much pleasure 
to be landed, about two o'clock in the afternoon, on 
ihe left bank of the river, for we were heartily 
tired of our moming^s work, and felt highly gra* 
tified that it was over. 

At a short distance from the water^s edge the 
country was thickly studded with clusters of huts^ 
Which all together are called the village of Sooho ; 
Bnd we took up our quarters in a large one, which 
is nearest the landing-place* The inhabitants te^ 
semble very much the islanders already spoken of; 
they cultivate much land and catch viist quanti- 
ties of fish ; but though they live well, they ate 
clothed very indifferently. The only ornaments 
they wear are made of the back-bone of a certain 
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species of fish, which are tied round the loins and 
other parts of the body. Besides com, &c. the iii> 
habitants also grow immense quantities of onions, 
and they have large sUure-houses full of these^ 
ready to be exported to different parts of the con- 
tinent The price of an onion here is two cowries ; 
at Katunga forty, and at Bad&gry they fetch sp 
high a price as a hundred cowries each. 

We were treated this afternoon with much hos* 
pitality by them, and they did all in their power 
to render our short stay as agreeable as possible. 

Sunday^ June 27th. — Both of us awoke this 
morning rather unwell, which was most likely 
occasioned by our exposure to the tempest ^ 
Friday. The old chief of the village accomr 
panied us to the water's edge when we quitted 
our hut for the purpose of embarking, and en- 
joined the *' King of the Canoe' to be particularly 
careful of his charge. * Careful !' answered the 
man; *• to be. sure I will; do I not know that 
white men are more precious than a boat-load of 
eggs, and require as much care to be taken of 
them V We entreated the same man a short time 
afterwards to be more active and diligent in the 
management of his canoe, for he was rather in« 
clined to be lasy, and suffered every one to go 
before ours ; but he replied gravely^ * Kings do 
not travel so ^Eist as common men ; I must convey 
you along §9 slowly as possible/ 
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We had heard so waifinrmirahle 4bi aocaamt of 
lihe state of ^ imr «t one partkular pkoe whkh, 
^e should have to imums that our peoffe wove 
compeMed to ditemb»rk and wa& aknig lisB 
imnks a eonsiderahle way till we had passed ^ 
when we took them m again. We found iht 
description to be in no wise exi^gefatod ; it pro« 
sented a most forbidding appearance, «id pekte 
only to the state of the Niger seaar Beoeidi in 
^difficulty and danger. Chi our armal at tkis 
formidable place, we discovered a range of biadc 
Todks running directly across the steream, and 
the water, finding only one naarrow passage^ 
TUfi^ied through it with great impetuosity, ovoi^ 
turning and canying away everything m its 
course. Omr boatmen, wkh the «ssista&oe >Qf 
a number of the natives, who planted ihem« 
selves on the rooks on each aide of the only 
channel, and in the stteam at the stem of t^ 
canoe, Hfted it by main force into smoother and 
«afer water. l%e last difficulty with respect to 
i?ocks and sand-banks was now ov«N)ome, and bk 
a very little tmie we came to the termination of al 
1§ie i^ands, alter which, it is said, there is net 
m single dangerous place up the Ntg^. The river 
liere presented its noblest appearance ; not a sm^ 
imck nor sand-bank was anywhere perceptible; 
its borders resumed iksen b^mty, and a steong, 
refreshing breeze, which had, Mown during ihe 
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vinife «f tks nonuBf, BOW §mve h iimmftkmoi 
a iAi^rtly^«giMal lea. la tbc courae of tie 
iMrn»f file puBod tipo lovely 2ktk MMds, eMfac^ 
a iFwduw, wbioli «t a Aort ^Mtiaee looked ot 
«iuinaiBf w tiie fabled ganleao^ H eayum ; a* 
4e6d ao i|wt OB eailli ca» excd tiwai in keaatyoC 
ay p eainycfe , Th«e Jsliadt an iahabikri bj m 
Jew m^vidwiis. 

Abovt «lefeB jlk. we knded at tke foot -of 
■M lit^ ¥ilkig« on the east bamk of the river, wheie 
-oar bonset mtd Bien bad armed befove B8. Hete 
a Iktie iiii& wae praseated to ns by a fUiteb kt 
^» iemee of the suMaB of Yitoone) asd we 
tested end^ a large tree «b bour or two, await- 
ing the arrival of earriers fnfm ibe city of 
Yaooiie, wbo bad beea seat &v yeeteiday by 
<me of tbe Booasii TBesseofers tiiat bad diarge of 
omr horses. Tbese men arrii^ at the village 
between one and two o'clock in i^e afternoon, aad 
we immediately momited and rode onwards. 

The path was in a N.N.E. direction, and we 
travelled over a sterile country, which was gradually 
rising at every step, and abounded plentifully in 
game. The weather was oppressively warm, and 
we were obliged to refresh ourselves by halting 
occasionally and resting in the shade. The soil, 
which at first was so indifferent and barren, im- 
proved greatly as we drew near Ykoorie; and 
immense patches of land, cultivated with a variety 
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of com» also with rice, indigo, cotton,. &c., were 
visible on every side. Labourers were employed 
in these plantations, attended by a drummer, that 
they might be excited by the sound of bis instru- 
ment to work well and briskly. On attaining the 
summit of a steep hill, we rode over a very narrow 
pathway, so much overhung by an impenetrable 
thorny shrub, that there was not room for more 
than one man to walk. This kd us to the wall 
of Ykoorie, and we entered the city through 
an amazingly strong passage, ia which was an 
immense door covered with plates of iron, rudely 
fastened to the wood-work. We were almost ex-r 
hausted with fatigue on our arrival, insomuch that 
we excused ourselves from visiting and paying 
our respects to the sultan, and we were conducted 
to a convenient habitation, which had been pre^ 
pared for us. Ylu)orie is about eight miles /N.N. E, 
from the village at which we landed. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Remarks "on the River — Intelligence of the fate of Mr. 
Park— His Gun obtained — ^Visit to the Sultan— Un- 
successful Application for Mr. Park's Papers — ^The King- 
dom and City of Yioorie and its Natives — The Sultan's 
Son — Insurgents — ^The Sultan's Danght^-s — Mischief of 
the Widow Zuma — ^Application of the Travelers to the 
King of Booss^— Wars in Nouffie— Provinces of Hiussa 
—Detention of the Travellers— The Sultan of Yaoorie 
—His character — Farewell visit. 

With the exception of the dangerous rocks at 
Boossk, we are informed that, during our four 
days' passage up the river, we have passed all the 
most difficult places in it, neither rocks nor sand- 
banks, it is said, being either above Y^oorie, or be- 
low Boossk. We have said nothing of the course 
of the river, because it is pretty well understood 
that this city lies nearly due north of B6ossk ; and 
also, that notwithstanding its windings and the 
number and variety of its channels, the Niger 
or Quorra flows past Boossk in a single undi- 
vided channel. In its natural bed, when un- 
interrupted by rocks, and other impediments, 
the river runs at this time of the year at the 
rate of between one and two miles in an hour; 
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whenever it is obstructed by them, however, the 
velocity of the current is considerably increased. 
Although during the dry season, no communica- 
tion or intercourse is noBdntained by water be- 
tween Boossk, and the countries or states lower 
down the river, by reason of the dangerous rocks 
wliich have been already alluded to more than 
onoe; yet in the w^ season, aft^ the * Maka' 
(or fourteen cbiys' incewai^ rak) has set in, when 
all the mers which are dry during the remainder 
of the year, pour their overplus into the * Oreat 
Father of Waters,' as the Niger is emphatically 
styled, then canoes, it is said, pass to and fro, 
between Yaoorie, Nouffie, Boossk, and Funda» 
It is immediatdy after the ^ Malca,' also, that the 
Niger, by the depth and velocity of its current, 
sweeps oiF the rank .grass which springs up an- 
nually on its borders. Every rock and every 
low island is then completely covered, and may 
be passed over in canoes without difficulty, or 
even apprehension of danger. The enterprising 
Mr. Park must have had a thousand difficulties 
to overcome in his voyage down the Niger. 
It was about this time of the year that he arrived 
at Y^ioorie, and the river, it is said, was then 
about the same height as it is at present. The 
canoe-men, who in all probability were his slaves, 
were said to be chained to the canoe, in order 
to prevent their running away; his pilot was 
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Qft8oqt«aiBled uritfa tbe rker aay further, and 
ther^ioffe he received, his WMgea hece m YkooriCy 
and returned to his owb caumlry ; jmd Mr. Park, 
whh a compsai^B, and three white boys, oon- 
Unued their jcNHOey down the Niger without 
any per8(» whatever to point out the safest 
channel, or warn them 4a£ their danger. Whan 
4he accident ha^^aed at Booa^ by which they 
JoBt th^r lives, it is sidd they prefeiced being 
drowned to avaid » they imaginfd a laiore dread- 
ful dealh. 

Many years i^(o, a large boat arrived at 
Yhoone on a trading voyage from Timbuctoo. 
Having di^KMed of their men^andise, the boat- 
men retiumed to their €Oim^ by laad, because 
they asserted that the exerdon of woildng thdu: 
Tessel back so great a diatance against the streani, 
was too much for theia, and therefore they Idft it 
behind at Y^ioorie. 

Monda§ft /v9M 28A* — Ttis Baoming we were 
vittted by the <Mei of the Arabs of this city, who 
(if suc^ a ti^ can be uasd with firopriety) is 
IVime Minii^r to the Sultan. He k a very old 
man, as dadc as a native ; adid was dressed in the 
costume of his countrymen, wliidi is very be- 
«omi];^. His beard was long, and as while as 
mkom^ and a amgulwr tu& of hair which w^s 
&ectly «nder &e lower %, did not lode a»uch 
mdike the tail of a wh^ joftoose. Though tootj^- 
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less, the old man was yet very communicatiYe and 
intelligent, and among other things he informed 
us that Mr. Park did not visit the city of YJioorie, 
but remained in his canoe at the village where we 
landed yesterday, and despatched a messenger in 
his stead to the sultan, with a suitable present 
This Arab had been sent by the sultan to the 
village with presents in return, and by his descrip- 
tion of Mr. Park's dress, he must have worn the 
laced tobe that we received of the King of Booss^ 
and which may account for the facility with which 
we obtained it, as well as the reluctance of the 
king to enter into an explanation of the manner 
in which his ancestor had got possession of it* 
Mr. Park is stated to have been drowned in this 
same dress. The Arab informed us, that he had 
in his possession a cutlass and a double-barrelled 
gun, which was part of Mr. Park's present to the 
sultan. We expressed a wish to look at these 
weapons, and they were immediately sent for. The 
gun was very excellent, and handsomely mounted ; 
and we offered our own fowling-piece in exchange 
for it, which was cheerfully agreed to, but not till 
after the sultan's consent had in the first place 
been obtained. 

Not long after the old Arab had taken his leave 
of us, several of his country-people of much fairer 
complexions, came to pay their respects; and 
among them was a young man named AH, who 
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arrived m this city yesterday, in ten days from 
Soccatoo, having stopped to trade on the road. 

Tlie journey from hence to the city of Soccatoo, 
trhen no stoppage is made on the road, may easily 
he accomplished in five days only ; and this is the 
regular time the natives taJ^e to go there. Koolfu 
is two days' journey from Ykoorie. He repre- 
sented himself as one of the Arabs that accom- 
panied Major Denham, Captain Clapperton, and 
their party over the desert from Mourzuk, in 
Fezzan, to Bornou. 

Last night the sultan sent us a bullock, a fine 
large sheep of a peculiar species, the handsomest 
we ever saw ; a great quantity of milk, and several 
hundred weight of rice ; and this evening we re- 
ceived a large turkey and a bowl of rice from the 
chief of the Arabs. 

Tuesday, June 29tL — ^This evening, by desire, 
We went to pay our respects to the sultan. We 
lioon. arrived at the palace, which is a very large 
building, or rather a group of buildings inclosed 
by a high wall; and dismounting, we were pre- 
sently conducted through a low avenue formed by 
pillars, which was as dark as a subterraneous pas- 
sage. This led to a large square yard, which we 
entered and found it to communicate with the 
sultan's apartments by the number of domestics 
that were hurrying about. Several people were 
sitting on the ground, but we were obliged to 
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tUnd a long time, dwing which a jHrofixBid 
sileotce was {Mreserred^ and bo one waa polite 
enoitgh to ofiei us a mat to sit ob^ At length 
we received a sumittons to advance, and were 
introduced ii^ another square^ very much re- 
sembling a clean farm*y ard. Here we discovered 
the sijdtan sitting alone in the centre of the square, 
en a i^ain piece of carpeting, with a pillow em 
eadi side of him^ and a neat brass pan in firm^ 
His appearance was not only mean, but absolutely 
squalid and dirty. He is a big-headed, corpulent; 
and jolly-looking man, well strit^L^ei in years ; 
and though there is something harsh and forbidding 
in his countenance, yet he was generally urnHng 
during the conference. Tl^ conversation ccmi- 
menced in the nsual eomjdknentary way ; and then 
our object in visiting Ykoorie was briefly and in- 
directly hinted at. When we asked him whether 
he did not send a lettev to the late Captahi Clap* 
perton while that officer was at Koolfu, in which he 
had affirmed that he had certain books and papers 
in his possession which belonged to Mr, Park, he 
appeared very much oonfused. After thinking 
and hesitating a good while, he answered with an 
affected laugh, ^ How do you think that I could 
have the bo€^ oi a person that was lost at 
Boossi^?' and this was all he siod on the subject. 
He subsequently wished to know the reason that 
Captam Clapperton refwied to visit him when be 
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jMSsed tbvou^ ikQ coui^; but more eapeciallj 

why, aftet hia deatb, I had not paid him that maxk 

^lespeet on mj retmn to the coast from Soccatoon 

My lefLj to him was^ that I had heen told he was 

^ greatest m^moreh m the couutxy^ and theye£orQ 

i should baT^ leU ashamed to h«re vkited him 

v'^h the tnfiing present whieh I bad to offer, as ho 

migUGovMiid^itaQ insult to hia dignity. A frown 

of diaajpffohation settled qa his countenance at 

hearing Ihis^ and he shaarply rejdned, that he waa 

pexjketly it«U acsq^uaittted with the nature and valuer 

of the presents which had been made to the varioua 

(dnefs I IM visited; bat that if I had nothing to 

offer hiift, it waa my duty, and should have be^i 

mj fiist care, to have paid my respects to him at 

Yaooxie, Here the convessatioa was abrupliy 

ended ; the sultan was more than half inclined ta 

he ai^ry withm; and we were not at all sorry to 

he reconducted to the open aii^ 

WeisMadai^^ JvMe 30th. — ^This mo«ning I ear- 
ned the sultan's present to him ; but it was very 
coldly received* I stated, that by reason of the 
seUdmess and bad faith of the chief at the sea 
side^ and the kngih of the journey from tlience, 
Ite presets we had brought from England were 
ai^rly all expended ; insomuch that we found it 
would be impossible to reach Bomou without re« 
Cttving an addititmal supply of goods, which in 
our present situation we had no opportunity of ob« 
tsining ; smA that this being the case, we had no 
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otber resource left but to get to the salt water, 
when our wants would be promptly supplied. I 
observed that going down the river in a canoe 
would be the easiest and best means of effecting 
this object, to which the sultan replied that the 
price of a canoe would be a hundred dollars ; but 
he was told that we had not property enough to 
purchase one. The road overland to Funda, by 
way of Koolfu or Guarie, was then mentioned, and 
the sultan promised to send us thither in two or 
three days. Here the conversation ended, and I 
took my leave. 

The young Arab from Soccatoo visited us again 
to-day, and presented us with dried dates which he 
had brought from Fezzan, and a quantity of trona* 
Ali is a handsome and intelligent young man, and 
is extremely open and communicative. But all 
his good qualities are cast in the shade by a mean 
and rapacious habit of begging, which he displays 
in common with his countrymen who reside here, 
and which has disgusted and displeased us more 
than once. He tells us that he is on his way to 
Aldrie in Yarriba with goods and horses for sale ; 
but he is suspected to be a spy sent by Bello to 
examine the fortifications, and ascertain the state 
of public feeling in the city, with intelligence of 
which he is to return to him. 

Tkvrsdai/, July 1»<. — Yesterday nothing oc- 
curred worthy of observation, nor has anything 
taken place to-day which requires more than » 
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passing remark. Hie sultan sent us ten old 
guns to clean and repair this morning; we are 
unable to execute the latter part of his commands, 
but fortunately the mulatto who accompanied us 
from Badkgry is fiilly competent to the task, and 
in such cases always acts in our stead. The sultan 
sent for Paskoe two hours afterwards, and desired 
lum to ask us for medicine to cure sore eyes, and 
complaints in the bowels. We are pestered with 
such applications as these all day long. Paskoe 
embrac^ the opportunity of making inquiries of 
the sultan concerning the lost papers of Mr. Park, 
^ we had desired him ; but he shook his head, 
and would say nothing about the matter, and im- 
mediately shifted the conversation to another sub- 
ject. This prince assumes more consequence than 
any chief or monarch that we have yet seen ; he 
never receives a visit but he exacts from the visi- 
ter the most humiliating forms of address; and 
even when the Arabs themselves obtain an audi- 
ence, they are obliged to deliver what they have to 
say to him on their knees. Perhaps he expected a 
similar servile position from us, for such his coun- 
tenance seemed to indicate, but whatever might 
have been his expectation, we had no notion of 
demeaning ourselves so grossly in his presence. 
Since our arrival in this city, my brother and I 
have been very seriously indisposed, as mi^t be 
(expected, for the air is humid and unwholesome^ 
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lieing imj^gni^d whh aU mamier of noixiotta 
effluvia, from the ewampy natttre of die t«il at dini 
season of tke year^ and ^ muMber of large pools 
c^ izapuf e water wbkh exiti moie oi kse in every* 
fttwrter of the town. 

Friday^ Jtdy 2d.—h k ratker mCoftmate foe 
m» that aot imnenfie m quantity ef needles was 
AirtrilMited dncmigktke ooimiry by tke last mksifm; 
the market kere is even now completely over- 
•tocked with tiiem, so diat we find it £fficult ta 
dispose of ours for a quartet of &esr valtte. In. 
Yarriba and elsewkere, it was a g^ieral praettce 
with U8 to pay ^ carriers of our higgage widi 
needles only, but kere we are endeavouring ta 
dispose of them in order to purchase provisions 
for our people. We brought with us from finglaacl 
nearly a hundred thousand needles of various 
uses, and amongst tlum was s great qimntzty of 
* Whiteekapel sharps^' watianted ^ siqperfine, and 
not to cut in the eye !' Thus highly recommended, 
we imagined tiiat these needles mi»t have be«i 
excellent indeed ; but what was our surprise some 
time ago, when a number of ^lem whidi we had 
disposed of^ was returned to va with a complaint 
that they were all eldest, thus redeeming wi^ « 
vengeance the pledge of &e manuiiscturer, tiiat 
they ** would not cut in the eye.' On an exami- 
nation afterwards, we found ^ same fauh with the 
remainder of the ^ Whitechapel sharps,' so that to 
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^re ovx eiedil ve hkxe been obliged to ihanm 
them awarjr. Our best, aad afanost only resoiimy 
has been in ike melal battens attftcfacd to owe 
English doilies. These, when poiisbed brighidj* 
look well and have conpieteiy won the people 
of all rankS) from ^ sultan to die skfe, who 
freely offer three ov fonr hundred eowrks eack 
for those with silver gilt, and double that sum 
fbr one widi gold gih; whereas, fcnr a good 
looking-glass we can only obtain tiiree hundred 
eowries. Our elothes are nea^ all stripped erf 
their buttmui ; and we now j^ace our dependence 
for future support principally on a quantity ot 
lirery and s^^diers' buttons, whid^ are, however, 
rather dull and dirty, and will recpnre many howns^ 
labour before they attain any degree of brightness* 
Sunday^ Jvfy 4ih. — Yesterday was barren ol 
incident of any kind. To-day I visited tiie 
sidfan to make a last s^pHcatbn fop Mr. Park's 
papers. He woidd giye no decisive answer ; but 
in the course of the day, be said he would tell the 
chief of the Arabs everything relative, to the»^ 
and would send him to us with the inibratation. 
Accordingly, in the afkmoon, the old man came 
as commanded ; bnt instead of ^Mvering the ex* 
pected c<»nmunieatkin^ he said thast we should cet* 
Isdnly inspect the bodes to-morrow ; and in the 
mean tbne^ &e sultan would ikmok us to sell him 
some gunpowder, and whatever red doth we naght 
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have left. This refinement in begging, or in other 
words, this mean rapaciousness on the part of the 
sultan, was never more apparent than in this in- 
stance. He had previously requested us to sell 
him a quantity of beads, &c., to which he expressed 
a wish that we should affix our own price. We did 
80 ; but on applying for payment, he has uniformly 
returned for answer, that we had asked too 
large a sum for those articles. Notwithstand- 
ing this, we gave the Arab the powder and red 
cloth which he had requested in the name of his 
master, with a message that the sultan was at 
liberty to give whatever he thought proper for 
them. Instead, however, of returning us the 
money, he has kept the goods without making the 
slightest acknowledgment; and sent an eunuch 
in the evening to beg a few needles, which of 
course it would be impoUtic to refuse. 

Monday, July bth. — It has rained very heavily 
all day, insomuch that on our parts we could not 
visit the sultan, nor could a messenger come from 
him to us. 

, Tuesday^ July 6th. — This forenoon we sent 
Paskoe with a message to the sultan, that we earn- 
estly wished to receive a final and decisive answer 
with regard to the restoration of Mr. Park's papers^ 
which we declared to have been the sole object of 
our visiting him, and that it was our desire to quit 
Y^ioorie immediately. This bold, and to us un- 
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usual language, seemed to have surprised and 
startled the sultan, and he instantly despatched the 
old Arab to inform us, that * he declared to G — d, 
in the most solemn manner, that he had never 
had in his possession, nor seen, any books or 
papers of the white travellers that perished at 
Boossa/ The Arab likewise assured us that we 
were at liberty to proceed on our journey when- 
ever we should think proper. Thus, notwith- 
standing all the false hopes which the sultan 
artfully held out to us, that Mr. Park's papers were 
actually in his. possession, his letter to Captain 
Clapperton, which expressly stated this to be the 
case, and the pitiful shuffling which he has dis- 
played to keep us so long in suspense with respect 
to any true infonnation, it appears then, without 
doubt, that he has not, and never has had, a single 
book or paper in the English language. His only 
motive for the dastardly conduct he has displayed, 
could have been neither more nor less than the 
hope of getting us into his power by misrepre* 
sentation and falsehood, in order to obtain some 
of the European articles which we had in our 
possession. That the sultan has succeeded so 
well with us has not been our fault entirely ; but 
even now he is by no means satisfied, nor is it 
likely that he will be whilst we remain with him. 
It is a satisfaction at least for us. to know that the 
long-sought papers are at present no where in 
existence. 
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fftdnesdayj Jniy 1th. — Yioorie k a ha^e^ 
Hoirrishmg, and tnited kingdcwu It ii bovndeA 
on the east by Hkussa, <m liie ineft by B<»rgoo» 
on Ifie nxrc&i h^ CuU>ie, and on tte soodi by the 
kingdom of No^Be. The cxown is hereditaiy^ 
and the government an id>8d[i:^ deBpotism. Use 
former sultan was deposed by hk subjects loar his 
Tiolent measures and general bad eoaduot; and 
Ihe present ruler, who succeeded Um, has reigned 
fer the long period of t^mty-niae y^ars. The 
sultan has a strong miliary force, w^^ndk has aoo- 
oessfiilly repelled, & is said, ^ repeated attacks 
ivhich llie ever-restiess Falktabi for a ainub^ of 
years past made on the city and kingdom of 
Y^toorie ; it is now employed in a remcAt province 
In quelling a ricdng insinrreodoB, occasioned partly 
from the inalnlity of the aa^es to pay their ac- 
customed tribute, and pxrdy from the harsh mea* 
«iires adopted by the sultan to oompd ftem to do 
«o. The city of Yitoorie Is of pet>digk»i8 extent^ 
itnd is si^posed to be as populous as any other m 
tiie whole continent, or at least that part of k 
which is visited by the teadiBg And». Its wall is 
high and very exodlesxt, though made of ohiy 
alone, and may be between twes^ and thirty miles 
in chrcuit; and it has eiglrt vast entcanoe-gates «ff 
doors, whidb Bxt well fortified after the manner of 
^le countiy. The ii^bitants manuiuteie a very 
coarse and lufedor sort cf guiqaowd^^ whl^> 
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howm^y 18 die h^ aad we believe Ibe ooJj «»- 
Bofac^Ty of tke kind in tliiB p«it ef tke oonrtiy ; 
i)esides wkkb ikef mdkBt v^ neat 8«ddke» ooiaitry 
f^otii, &c.; o&d^ey glow indigo, tobacco, onkmi, 
iHieaft, ami diSermtkhidsof grain ; and vast qMHi- 
titles of rice, of soperior qimlky. Tbe inbabitantB 
kave likewise Korses, bw^ocbs goats, ^cc, btfk 
notwithstanding their industry and the advantages 
which they enjoy, &ey «re very poorly dad, have 
Iktle money, and are perpetaa^ oomplaiBing «f 
&eir bad condMon. An IndEflFercnt market is held 
in die c^ daity nnder commodioiis sheds,^ in which 
the above artides are offered for sale. 

T%e better sort of women, <x those that can 
tSkjird. time and money fer the purpose, wear their 
hah* plated very lng»»o«6ly, aRad d3ped blue widi 
indigo ; thdbr lips are likewise stained yellow and 
bkte, vAndh gives them an mexpresalbly odd i^ 
pearance; and thdr eyes are bladgsned wiA 
powdered imtimeny, or somethfng ^ the same 
nature and pr^erties, which is imported fmai a 
f lace called Jacoba. This is in general use, not 
only hefe, but in •every other place wha^ we hai^ 
vinted. 

The nse of hemEiah is as general at Y^ioorie as 
elsewh^e ; the more opulent femalei make use 
of this moflit beauti^ dye in profusien : they 
simply vpflj the pomided leaves «f tias plairt^ 
ihe teeth, and to thefii^r and toe mdls ; for &b 
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latter it is made into a kind of poultice, and in the 
evening is put on those parts, and remains till 
next morning. The poorer sort of females, how- 
ever, from necessity, we suppose, rather than from 
inclination, make use of neither of these orna- 
ments to enhance their natural charms ; and, save 
tattooing, they have no personal embellishments 
whatever. 

The sultan's residence, as well as the houses of 
many of the principals inhabitants of the city, are 
two stories in height, having thick and clumsy 
stairs of clay leading to the upper apartments, 
which are rather lofty ; and, together with rooms 
on the groimd-floor, have door-ways sufficiently 
large to enable a person to enter them without 
putting liimself to the inconvenience of stooping. 
The principal part of the houses are built in the 
circular or coozie fashion, but the inhabitants have 
a few square ones; and the sultan's are of no 
regular form whatever. It may be considered 
somewhat singular that the generality of the 
natives of western and central, and, we believe, 
also of northern Africa, ^ moisten the floors of 
their huts and the inside of their walls with a 
solution of cow-dung and water, two or three 
times a day, or as often as they can find the 
materials.' ^ Though disagreeable to the smell 
of an European, this keeps the interior of a dwel- 
ling as cool as it is dark.' We should have 
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thought that Dr. Johnson, fr<Hn whom this quota- 
tion is taken, was speaking of the native dwellings 
of this part of the world, instead of those of the 
East Indies, so exactly does he describe them. 

Between the clusters or assemblages of huts in 
Ydoorie there is a considerable quantity of fertile 
land, which is left for cattle to graze on, or for 
the purposes of husbandry and agriculture. 

There is a great variety of trees within the 
walls of the city, consisting of the lime, the pahn, 
the mi-cadania, and the date; but the latter, 
though it appears very luxuriant, never was known 
to bear fruit. The palm tree adorns the banks 
of the Niger, and increases in quantity the further 
we advance up the river ; yet that variety of it 
which bears the cocoa-nut is nowhere to be seen, 
owing, most likely, to the distance from the sea. 
For a reason, already given in a preceding part 
of this Journal, no proper estimation can be 
formed of the number of inhabitants wliich Yk- 
oorie contains, but it is surprisingly great. 

Thursday and Friday, July 8ih and 9ih, — 
During both these days we have been honoured 
with long visits from the sultan's daughters, eldest 
sou, and sister ; the faces of the former are fami- 
liar, because they come to see us every day. The 
old Arab also visited us on Thursday morning, to 
pay his respects, according to his custom ; but 
when he entered the apartment and discovered the 
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heir apparent ia CQivrersalaon with us, he seemed 
surprised and displeased, and immediately ordered 
the young man to quit the apartment with his 
suite, which was instantly obeyed by tiie prince^ 
without a syllable of complaint or dis£q>probation 
at this peremptory command. We subsequently 
desired an explanation of iNich arlntrary conduet 
on the part of the Arab, and he informed us, 
in answer, that it was done in order to prevent * 
the young man from soliciting us for pois<Mi^ 
which he might employ in the destruction of his 
father^s life, — so suspicious are the sovereigns of 
this country of the intentions of even their own 
children. 

The sultan has sent to inform us that he will be 
occupied three days in writing to the king of £ng* 
land an explanation of his ccmdud; with respect 
to Mr. Park's papers; and he would there^e 
thank us to remain in Y^orie till the expration 
of that period. 

A faidkiey which left this city for Koolfu thig 
(Friday) morning, had orders from &e sultan to 
return while they were on ^ir journey ; and they 
accordingly re-«itered Y^oorie in the aftemowi. 
It is reported that the ringleader of the insurgents 
in Engarski, the province in which the customary 
tribute was refused to be paid, left the rebels a 
short thne ago to fight for themselves, and fled to 
the kingdom of Nouffie, On his arrival he besought 
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the Magia to asaist him agdnst the K^diera of 
Ykooriey aad sneoeeded §o fm^ diat ataiatance 
was promised him by the Nouffie kisg ; but aa 
acMMi as ^s news had reached Engartkif the sul^ 
laa's soldiers all deserted their posts, and re«- 
turned to Inra without dday. Bolh tbese days tho 
men have been eikteimg ibe city ; and Ihey have 
bmugyr w^ ^m only between ftirty and fifty 
siaves. This k the reason that the fatkkie were 
sUfpped on thesr wi^ to Koolfo ; and in all probar 
bility, if the news be true, it wHi likewise al^ect 
our journey thither. 

Hiis eyening Ihe war-dnnn was sounded outside 
&e sultan's house; the noise of which is not 
peculiarly loud or dissonant, and is a much more 
ehiUzed kind oi sound than the startling war-cry 
of the people of Yanriba and Borgoo. The sulfean 
has ju^ sent word that he wishes to see ua to^ 
morrow morning concerning the price of the red 
cloth which he recently purchased of us ; and at 
the same time he desires to see a specimen of 
each kind of button in our possession, because 
he has a great inclination to^ purchase a quantity, 
or the whole of them, for the use of himself and 
femily. By the man that brought us this mes-» 
sage, he sent us, for ihe first time, a number of 
goora nuts, alleging,^ as an excuse for not offering 
us any before, tfiat he did not imagine that Chris- 
tians liked them. 

E 2 
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Saturday, July 10</i.-*-Horse-soldier8 are con-- 
tinuing to arrive by one and two at a time from 
Engarski, and the dead body of one of their cap^ 
tains has likewise been brought into the city. This 
individual came by his death in rather a myste- 
rious manner, insomuch, that the public opinion is 
divided on the subject ; some saying that he fell 
by an arrow, and others asserting with equal confi- 
dence that he was poisoned by his wife, who, after 
the consummation of her crime, fled to the em- 
braces of an Arab who had been her lover before 
her marriage with the deceased. 

During the war, which has continued these four 
months, the loss on the part of Ykoorie has been 
about a half-dozen men killed, and the slaughter 
on the part of the rebels, it is said, has been no less. 
This sanguinary contest is a specimen of their 
warfare, so that there will never be any great 
danger of depopulation from foreign wars or do-' 
mestic broils. 

The sultan has been shut up in his house all 
day, and will not be spoken to, owing to the ill- 
success of the Engarski expedition ; but though 
this chrcumstance is publicly known, the inhabi- 
tants of the city have shown no inclination to 
mourn with their sovereign ; on the contrary, they 
have been employed in making a ^ berka* (blessing) 
for the safe return of the warriors, and feasting, 
rejoicing, and merriment were freely indulged in, 
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this evening, in consequence. In the midst of 
their jollity, however, the people were thrown into 
confusion by a rumour, that the ' clashing of arms' 
was heard in Koolfu,' or in other words, that pre- 
parations were making in that city for a great war; 
that Falktahs and Nouffie men were assembling 
there from all quarters ; and that they were on the 
eve of making a fierce attack either on Wowow or 
the metropolis of Engarski; but which of these 
cities is to be devoted to destruction no one cao 
tell* Groups of people are expressing their 
hopes and fears in whispers, in every part of the 
city. 

Sunday^ July llth. — Having been sent for, 
I visited the sultan to-day with a piece of red cloth, 
two pair of scissors, a quantity of buttons, and 
a canister of powder. When introduced, I found 
him cheerful and merry, and his good humour 
continued throughout our interview. He oh* 
served, that the war which was just terminated 
had cost him a great deal of money, so that he 
regretted his inability to pay so large a sum for 
the articles as I had demanded. At length, after 
a little civil contention on both sides, a bargain 
was made, by the sultan's agreeing to give 
twenty-five thousand cowries for the powder, scis« 
sors, and red cloth, and two hundred cowries for 
every little button that we have, which he prefers 
to the larger ones. Four hundred were asked ; 
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hut as these little botlons are the commoBefit 
flort, and have been besides nmch worn, I cKd 
not long hesitate in acceding to Wa terms. la 
allusion to our depaitnre, the Bultaa observed, 
that the pUh was dangerous, but wiien the olMta* 
cles should be rerlaoved, whieh would doubtleaa be 
In a few days, and when his letter to liie monaxcli 
of England should be written, we might quit the 
city without forther delay, ft» whicAi inteiligmee i 
thanked him and took my leave. 

The sultan sent us a large ostridi a day or two 
ago, to look at, and Bubpeque»tly ofkred to give 
it to us, but as this immense bird would requiie 
two or three men to take care of %im urn the road 
homewards, we decUned to take liim, and coold 
only thank the fiidtan for his iateaded kind* 
ness. 

MoTida^f July I2tb. — Nothing of consequence 
has occurred to^y In the city. Tbe greater part 
of the morning was employed in cleaning and 
polishhig the buttons promised to <he sultan, who 
had sent fiw them before they were Wished. 
Two or three of his daughters are our daily 
vifiitors, and they trifle a good deal of thdr time 
away in our company. They sometimes bdng 
widi them a i^easant intoxicating liquor called 
* booza' (a kind of beer), which they offer ub 
to drink; but they contrive to get tipsy witii 
it themselves. These ladies are occasionally so 
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trouMesome, thi^ we ate obHged to fiighteii Aem 
away wi^ our pistil. 

Tuesday, JnJkf lUh. — ^The ' great war/ for 
wblck there was said to have been such mighty 
]N*eparations in Nonffie, and which caused so 
mmdi constemaitiom in this tsity an evening or two 
1^, has temmiated in the capture of a herd of 
1^ king of Wovrow'a buUodcs near the walls 
of his town. Hie pkmderers, it is said, were 
Incited to cmdeitake this predatory excursion^ 
hj the r^Mreseotations of ^t wicked and turbu* 
k^t woman, widow Zuma, through the agency of 
her son, who, since his ek>peiiient from Wowow, 
has been residing in some part of Nomffie. The 
widow imagined that she was not safe in Booss^ 
after this naalicious «ct, and she Idft that city and 
fled to a town in the province of EngarskL But 
the governor rc^ed her hb protection, and sent 
berback again to Boossk wkh an escort ; and the 
king, in all probability, wiU et^r deliver her into 
the hasds of the mons^di of Wowow, in which 
case she will lose her head, or he will have her 
severely punished at Boossk. 

The sultan told cm to-day in plain and decisive 
tenns, tiiat he can wsnd tis neither by way of 
KoolfU nor Gul^e, because the Fal^tahs, he 
affirms, are in both those places. He wishes, how* 
€ver, to be expressly understood, that it is from 
no disindination on his part to s^d us to either 
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of those places, but that his great regard for 
us will not permit him to lead us into danger. 
Now we know very well that the Falatahs have 
neither the upper hand at Koolfu nor Guarie. 
The natives of the latter state in particular, not 
long since cut off the heads of all the Falktahs 
that could be found in their country, and from 
that time they have enjoyed the most perfect 
independence. The sultan of Ykoorie said fur* 
ther, that the best thing he could do was to send as 
back again to Boossa, and from thence he was sure 
we might have liberty to go any where. The mo- 
ment, we found that this was his intention, we re- 
turned to our house, and having formed our reso- 
lution, we instantly dispatched one of our men 
with a message to the king of Boossk, to the fol* 
lowing effect : 

' That finding our presents insufficient to de- 
fray our expenses on the road to Guarie and Bor- 
nou, we were under the necessity of returning 
to the salt-water, to obtain more. That the chief 
of Bad&gry, who is governor of that part of the 
coast, at which we had Janded, had treated us so very 
ill, while we were with him, that he would detain 
us in his town for the remainder of our lives, if 
we were to return by the way we had come, and 
by so doing that we should be unable to avoid 
falling into his power. Besides which, the jour- 
ney thither is so long, that we should experience 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



.Chap. IX.] KING OF BOOSSA. 57 

the same, or even greater inconvenience, than 
if we were to proceed to Bomou through Cat- 
flheenah. Under these circumstances, we were 
extremely desirous of travelling to the salt-water 
by a shorter and safer route, and would therefore 
prefer going by Funda, as the easiest and like- 
liest means of accomj^hing that end. But as 
we had heard that the road to that kingdom by 
land is infested with Falktahs, who live by plun- 
der and violence, we should feel infinitely obliged 
to him (the king of Boossk), if he could either 
sell or lend us a canoe to proceed thither by water ; 
and if so, that we would remunerate him to the 
utmost of our ability.' 

We sent away the messenger this morning on 
his errand, and shall await his return with con- 
siderable anxiety. If an unfavourable answer be 
returned, we are resolved, instead of proceeding to 
Boossk, to proceed on to Guarie, and thence to 
Tunda, as we originally intended, whatever may 
be the consequence. 

fVedneiday, July litk, — We were favoured 
with visits this morning from several respectable 
females, the wives and daughters of a number of 
distinguished chiefs, whom they had accompanied 
to the late war. The inhabitants of this place, as 
well as of many other towns, are of opinion that it 
is in our power to cure every disorder under the 
sun. Applications are daily made tons for me- 
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dicine to core a T«ri^ of oompiamte ; and more 
than one Hmnied lady lias been intreatkig us ta 
remove the cause of barretiness from them. CNiier 
requests, equally serious and equally absurd, have 
been made, with which of ooorse it is wholly out 
of our power to comply; hut the applicants do 
not readily believe our assertions, nor can we 
induce or compel them to leave our house tffl 
something in the shape of medicine has be^ft 
given them. 

Thursday y July \^h. — Falktahs, it is said, have 
pllaged and burnt the city of Engan^, and taken 
Koolfu, so diat the road to Boossk is also for the 
present denied us. These * setters up and puUears 
down of kings,' for some reason, are off^ided with 
the Magla, the present monarch of Nouffie, and 
have determined to appoint his elder brother, the 
exiled Ederesa, as ruler in his stead. Scleral 
tevohitions have already taken place in Nouiie, 
llirough the instrumentality of these ambitious 
Falktahs, which have all terminated in the con* 
fusion of the greater part of that distracted country, 
and to the advancement of their deadliest foes^ 
who have now gained a footing in the land. 

We have been repeatedly informed thi^ Ederesa 
Bucceeded his father in the government ^ Nouffie^ 
and was admo^edged their l^dmale monarch 
by ^e whole nation. A rebellion, however^ 
headed by the Magia, (Ederesa's younger bro* 
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ther,) broke out shoftly af^r lus accession ; iml 
to 2ud his aml^itioas designs upon the liberties of 
tlie people, the fonner made a journey to Soe« 
catoo, to request the assistance of Bello. This 
Wily chief eagerly seized so fair an opportunity of 
promoting die interests of his <50uMry, by med- 
dling with the domestic policy of tiie goremment 
of Nouffie ; he had wisdom enough to foresee the 
advantages which would in all probability accrwe 
to him, by granting the Magla his request, and 
taking him under his pr<Stection ; and he imme- 
diately reinforced the rebels by a choice body of 
soldiers. This firrt civ3 war was not of long con- 
tinuance ; Ederesa's army was defeated by the 
mercenary troops and their adherents ; the whofe 
country was soon overrun and 8i:d^agaled by 
these soldiers ; Ederesa was obliged to flee from 
his dominions, and the Magla governed Nouffie 
in his stead. The chief benefits resulting to 
Bello from tiie success of the rebels, were a half- 
yearly tribute which the Magia agreed to pay 
him, in slaves, and handsome tobes of native ma- 
nufacture ; and what was of more consequence, he 
gained a footing for his people in a flourishing 
and beautiful kingdom, which may be styled the 
granary of this part of the continent. 

The Falktah soldiers remained in NoufSe to de- 
fend and support the interests of the new king ; but 
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the country did not long enjoy peace and tran- 
quillity, for the foreigners observing their in- 
fluence and numbers considerably augmenting, 
found occasion to quarrel with the Magia, which 
which was the occasion of another civil war. 
Turning from liim whom they had elevated to the 
throne, they recalled Ederesa, and succeeded, after 
an ineffectual resistance on the part of his brother, 
in restoring him to the dignity, of which they 
themselves had so eagerly stripped him only a 
short time before. Ederesa subsequently formed 
the patriotic and laudable resolution of expelling 
these dangerous and intriguing strangers from his 
^dominions ; for he was convinced that his country 
would never be at peace whilst they were suffered 
to remain in it. No sooner, however, did he set 
about putting this project into execution, than his 
watchful brother raised a party in opposition to it, 
and the Falatahs of course flew to his assistance! 
The fruit of this combination was the total defeat of 
the king's party, and the re-institution of the Magia 
into liis former usurped rights. Meantune the Fa- 
latahs increased fast in Nouffie, they inhabited towns 
which they had not built, and subsisted by the labour 
of others. The head of their party was a cousin 
of Bello, named Mallam Dendo, who resided on 
the banks of the Niger, in a large city of his own, 
which is called Rabba. He and the Magia 
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^*ded the sovereignty of the kingdom between 
them till very recently, and remained at peace 
with each other ; but now, they say, there has 
been a third quarrel, and the Falktahs have taken 
possession of Koolfu, till Ederesa shall have been 
made acquainted with the revolution in his favour. 
The Magia.is too helpless and insignificant to 
offer the slightest resistance to this intended 
change in his estate, and is living in retirement at 
a town about a day and a half's journey from 
Koolfu. These domestic broils have been very 
prejudicial to the interests of Nouffie, and the 
people greatly lament their misfortunes. The 
Falktahs are the only gainers by them ; they are / 
now in actual possession of more than half of the 
kingdom, and have enslaved a very large por- 
tion of its industrious population. Some of the 
finest and most opulent of their towns have been 
sacked and destroyed, and others they have taken 
for themselves. In this distracted state of affairs, 
NouflSe, whose inhabitants, it is everywhere ac- 
knowledged, are the most ingenious and indus- 
trious in all these parts, is fast falling to decay, 
and is become a prey to all manner of abuses, 
and to every species of crime. 

Friday, JtUy \6th. — ^Although the Falataha 
have been so successful in Noufldie, and are gra* 
dually spreading themselves throughout the coun- 
tries composing Western Africa, so as to be near 
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the sea, wlwre it is the great ofojeet of iheir ambi- 
tion to gety they have within this year or two an^ 
fered many defeats, and k»rt much ground ia 
H^ussa, which is the scene of their first operaiion8» 
and they are likely to lose much more. The fol- 
lowing are the names of die kingdoms or states 
which form the comitry called Hitnssa. With the 
exception of Kotonkora and fWomba^ they were 
all conquered by Danfodid shortly afit^ his first 
appearance with the FakKtahs ; but those marked 
with an asterisk have regained ll^ir independ^Kse 
since his decease. That marked with an F. is nov 
in the occup^km of the conquerors ; and those 
with F. and H. partly belong to the FakLtahs and 
partly to the original na^es. Catsheenah was 
the head or pnncjpal state, and all the others us^ 
to pay a small tribute to its sovereign. 

1. Catsheenah, F. H. 5. Kano, F. 

2. Cubbie, ♦ 6. Gober, * 

3. Giiarie, * 7, Kotonkora, Natives. 
4 Zumfra, F.H. 8. Womba, Katives. 

Catsheenah, the capital of Hiussa, in the state 
or kingdom of Catsheenah, together with an in- 
significant town, are the only two places at pre- 
sent in the possession of the Faldtahs in th^ 
country. Soccatoo stands on the extreme borders 
of Cubbie, yet it is not conwdered as being in that 
province. 

The natives of Guarie lately rose simultaneously. 
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and ci^ 1^ their oppressors to a aum, nor has 
Bello yet be^ able to revenge their loss. 

Zulameey and olher towns of ccHisideration ia 
ZvmfrsLj have within these lew months been re- 
taken hota the Falitahs. Properly speaking, the 
province of Kano is in Hkussa ; but previous to 
its conquest by the Falktahs, it had, firom time 
immemorial, been tributary to Bomou, so that it 
is considered by many as belonging to that em]»re. 
The inhabitants of the city and state of Gober, 
against which Bello was directing all his power at 
the period of Captain Clapperton's last visit to 
Soccatoo, have successfully resisted every attack 
that has been made against them, and are now 
aijoying tranquillity and independence* Don- 
cassa, who is the present king of Catsheenah, re- 
sides at a place called Marddie. 

Doncassk is the hereditary prince of Haussa, 
and notwithstanding his former misfortunes and 
reverses, he is still very powerful, and his strength 
daily increases. The Sheikh of Bornou assists 
him with men. and horses ; and his soa is also with 
him, fighting against the cocmxton enemy* Don* 
cassk, it is said, can bring no less than forty thour 
sand horsemen into the field at one time. Re- 
cently his military operations have been attended 
with better success; and Bello^ despairing of 
vanquishing him and of subjugating the whole of 
im country, is turning his thoughts to the con* 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



64 THE sultan's daughters. [Chap. IX. 

quest of Yarriba. His soldiers have already 
spread a panic through that kingdom, and fright* 
ened the timid natives out of two or three of their 
most important towns, and they will have very 
little difficulty in depriving them of the whole. It 
is said that after the rains the Falatah monarch 
will send a strong military force to complete the 
conquest of Yarriba, and that experienced cap- 
tains are already nominated to accompany the 
expedition. In the mean time Bello is at war 
with Bornou and some of the states of Haussa; 
and many thousands of his men, fearing no 
law, and having no ostensible employment, are 
scattered over the whole face of the country. 
They commit all sorts of crimes ; they plunder, 
they bum, they destroy, and even murder, and 
are not amenable to any earthly tribunal for their 
actions. 

The boasted good government of Bello does not 
extend beyond the precincts of Soccatoo. In 
other parts of his empire the civil department of 
his administration is most wretchedly conducted, 
and hence the predatory bands of Faldtahs which 
annually go forth to ravage the country. 
• Saturday, July V7ih, — The sultan's daughters 
are very numerous ; and in accordance with the 
usual custom of the country, we have been obliged 
to make them a present of a button, or a string of 
beads, or some such trifle. Many of these ladies 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Chap. IX.] YAOORIE. 65 

are not very young, for they have passed the meri- 
dian of life ; but notwithstanding their seniority, 
they have had bitter disputes and quarrels with 
their sisters for the fancied better place which the 
latter have in our good graces, and the conse- 
quent kinder treatment which they have expe- 
• rienced at our hands. A breach is thus made in 
the affections of the royal sisters towards each 
other, and it may be years before domestic har- 
mony is re-established among them. One or other 
of these females complains to us every day of 
having been engaged in wrangling or fighting 
with a sister, on the score of jealousy ; and we are 
obliged to muster all our patience and condole with 
them in their little misfortunes, without, however, 
having the ability to relieve them. The Arab, 
who appears to be the sultan's factotum, came to 
see us this morning, agreeably to his usual prac- 
tice ; and with joy sparkling in his countenance^ 
)ie informed us that his master had been inquiring 
for a canoe in which we may return to Booss^. 
We wished to know when the sultan would be in- 
clined to give us permission to leave Ykoorie. 
* AVhat,' said he, ' is not the news I have told you 
sufficient for one day ? ' 

The Arabs in this place (Y&oorie) and all those 
that have passed through the city since our arri- 
val in it, who have had no connexion whatever with 
each other, have assured us that the Niger flows from 
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a place called Muster (query Mesr), where si&s 
and otiier ^ne artbles are maHU&otured^ and that 
the nji^iveB of that country trade to Timbnctoo m 
large vessels, carrying thitlier their siUn and mar> 
nufac^ures. 

We have neither been able to ascertain the 
European name of Muster, nor its distance from 
Timbuctoo ; we <ian only learn that the space 
between the two cities is very great indeed. 

In this part of Africa not the slightest jealousy 
exi^ in respect to the Niger or any other river, 
ior the people <;heerfully answer every inquiry 
concerning what they may happen to know of its 
course, &c. 

Sunday, July IBik, — Our man has not jrct 
returned from Booss^, and nothing has taken 
place to-day worthy of observation or remark. 

Monday, July I9ik, — ITie premises whicb we 
occupy are situated at the northern end of the 
jcity, and are the property of one of the suhan's 
married daughters^ who, with her family, accom- 
panied her husband to the late war, and returned 
from thence only a few days ago. 

They form a little circular enclosure of huts, one 
of which is two stories high ; and it has the conve- 
nience of three small yards, in which is good sta- 
bling f<Mr the horses. From the distance of time 
which elapsed after the departure of the sultan's 
wartike daughter to the period of our arrival at 
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V^u>orie, tbe kowes had fmllen fast to 4ecay, ao 
tiiat wlien we were introduced into tbem, one or 
two of ike roofs were entirely wanting, and tlie 
rain, i^^tidi leH daily, was freely admitted into 1^ 
the rCTudnder ior wamrt -ef repair, ^t with two 
«tones alone benig an exception. For our owm 
comfort, ^terefore, we todi: possesmon of tbe 
iqoper room of this hnt, whick is a long, narww, 
9nd gloomy apartment, having a solid clay flo<nr, 
and fire or six small apertures, Mke jagecHi-liokB, 
for the purpose of admitting Ught and air. 

As we hare been imable, from the almost con- 
stant rain and the marshy nature of the soil of 
YiK>ode, to walk abroad, tlos room has been, in a 
great measure, our |»rison, for we have rardy 
stirred out of it. During the first few days and 
nights after our arrival we were pretty comfort- 
able, and, every thing considered, we liked our 
^iartei% tolerably well ; hut an envious wind having 
Mown a swarm of mosquitoes infto our apartment^ 
w» have ever since been deprived of sleep at night. 
And as if this were not an evil suliciently annoy^ 
ing, we are likewise visited by myriads of gnats^ 
cockroaches, black awts, &c. ; besides a number of 
bats, which flutter even in our faces, and cause us 
ttuch uneasiness. Other descriptions of animals 
and insects intrude into our apartment in the night 
season, wineh however do not molest us. Under 
feis pressure of grievances, my brot^her and I, 
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finding it impossible to $leep, either sit up or lie 
awake, and employ ourselves in doling away the 
long and wearisome hours of the night in chatting 
about indifferent matters, or in reading aloud, by 
lamp-light, some moral or religious work. As 
uoon as the light or dawn of the morning pene- 
trates our dismal chamber, our tormentors cease 
to molest us, and we generally find this the most 
favourable time for procuring a little sleep. But 
then the whole world is awake and abroad ; and 
human visitors, whose society is scarcely less 
tolerable than the visitation of our nightly com- 
panions, intrude their unwelcome persons on our 
sleeping moments, and compel us to listen and 
answer to their vexatious nonsense. Deprived of 
our natural rest, the" day is spent with scarcely 
more enjoyment than the night; — we are heavy, 
languid, peevish, and uncomfortable, and wholly 
imfit for exertion of anjj kind. The happy free- 
dom from such torture as this in Old England^ 
can only be appreciated by those who have expe* 
denced it ; even an hour of such relief now would 
be worth more than we could express. 

This forenoon our Booss^ messenger returned, 
and, to our unspeakable joy, informed us that the 
king had consented to procure for us a canoe, to 
proceed to Funda, provided the road by land could 
not be depended on. He candidly stated, how* 
ever, his inability to proteqt our persons from in* 
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suit and danger beyond his own territories ; and 
that we must solicit the good'-will of the prince of 
Wowow and the other rulers on the banks of the 
Niger ; and further, that our own men alone must 
manage the canoe, because no one at Booss& would 
be willing, for various reasons, to accompany us 
in this journey. We are therefore in a fair way of 
accomplishing the object of the expedition ; and 
though we are convinced that we shall be beset 
with dangers from the shore, yet we are in high 
spirits, and humbly hope that, by attending to the 
necessary precautions, we shall be able to over- 
come them. 

Tuesday y July 20tfi, — ^The news of the day ift 
very agreeable to all ranks of the good people of 
this city. A body of Faldtahs, amounting to 
about two hundred in number, which left Koolfu 
a few days since for the purpose of attacking 
Engarski, or rather the remains of that body, re- 
turned yesterday mon#g to that town, having 
been completely unsuccessful in the object of their 
expedition, owing to the jealousy and apprehen* 
sion of the rebels. It appears, that whilst they 
were besieging an insignificant Cumhrie town in 
the above province, a contagious disease broke out 
among them, and reduced fifty of their number 
to a state of the greatest misery and helplessness. 
The remainder, becoming alarmed at this frightful 
disorder, fled with the utmost precipitation, and 
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left their siek aad laagiud oonapaakms ta the 
naercy of their eBemies, who, however, idiowedthea 
Bone, for as soon as they became acquainted witfe 
die departure of their besiegers, a number of them 
came out armed, and with savage coolness delibe* 
lately cut off the heads of tlieir helpless and pros- 
trate foes, and immediately despatched intelligence. 
^ the bloody exploit to the sultan of Y^oorie*. 
Tlie road to Boossk is by this means once more 
declared to be open, and we ^aE leave hence at 
soon as we receive permbsion. The sultan has not 
yet paid the money he owed us, nor, since t^ 
sale of the buttons, &c., have we heard a single 
sentence about the matter. Otir cowries, likewise, 
are nearly expended ; mid for this fortnight pasi 
we have depended for subsistence on Paskoe'& 
success in shooting. Happily, Guinea-fowl, o£ 
the most delicious flavour, and large doves^ 
abound here in amazing numbers; and a large 
species of wild duck, ba^es geese, cranes, wid- 
geons, herons, and other aquatic fowl, are most 
plentiful. 

fFednesdapj July 2Ut — Last night we were 
visited by an awful and terrible tornado, whidi 
lasted for two or three hours. It commenced 
about midnight with a gust of wind which 
threatened to overturn our dwelling-house. Never 
since we have been in the country have we heard 
thunder so loud and tremendous, nor seen light- 
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ning SO exctmvdy >ivkL Our Irak n)died as if it 
bad be^i tludcen hf an e«rthq»^ce, and we wen 
in momentttry appreli^inoft of ita failkig widi us 
to the grooed ; the teapeat ko«re¥er became less 
aad less yioiettt m the mukt <tf our fears, and so<Ma 
after hccaaed akogetbtry and aa amTenalatiUneaa 
prerailed* 

Owing la the wet WBa&er «id tbe moirt state 
oi the atmosphere, most f^ cor frieub the sultan'a 
daHgfateta kenre caiig^ i^if^ cokb, and they hare 
heen rery knpeittmate to»^ay in their eotaeA^^a- 
for medidnc^ We hardly knew wlmt to» give thea 
to ease thdr comphiintSy aad we hesitated a good 
deal about con^ying wi& theit wiidies ; but as 
they are not very delicate hKHes, being stout, 
widial, and mascafaie as Heceides» we at length 
reSidved to ri^ ^ conseqpieaiices^ ai^ acc(»d»gly 
adminktered to each of tfa^i a powerM dose c^ 
jalap. 

The Eakltate in Not#e are thrown bxko the 
utmost constematicBi by the r^ovted death of their 
chief and leader, MaHam D^idOy which is said to 
have taken place at Babba two or three days agow 
The deceamd was much esteemed by B^Io, and 
reverenced by his eoui^rynHin. A successor will 
be imme&itely app^nted, to counteract any iresk 
disturbance whidi may take place in the country. 

The snhan oi this place puts o£f our deporUire 
from day to day, and from week to week, imder a 
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variety of noDBensical excuses ; and we are per- 
suaded that it is his intention to detain us here till 
he has drained us of everything we have. 

Monday^ July 26<A.«— For the last five days my - 
brother has been laid up with intermittent fever, 
which totally disqualified him from making the 
slightest exertion whatever till this morning. The 
sultan continuing, day after day, for so long a time 
to refuse his permission for us to quit Ykoorie, on 
grounds the most inconsistent and contradictory 
that can be imagined, we became rather appre^ 
hensive that he would detain us for an indefinite 
period — ^much longer indeed than might suit our 
convenience : but to-day, to our surprise and plea- 
sure, a messenger firom the king of Boossk arrived 
in this city to ascertain the reason of such unwar« 
rantable conduct on the part of the sultan, and to 
request our immediate release, so that it is sup« 
posed we shall leave hence in a day or two at 
the latest. One of the i^ucemenU urged by this 
monarch for our longer stay with him, is rather 
whimsical. He has made us a present of a quan* 
tity of worthless feathers, which he had caused 
to be plucked from the body of a live ostrich^ 
and because he entertained an opinion that if 
others were added to them, they would altogether 
form a very acceptable present to our gracious 
sovereign, he informed us that it would be neces- 
sary we should wait till such time as the ostrich 
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-should regain Its plumage, in order for that part 
of its body which had not been preyiously plucked 
to imdergo a similar operation ; for the weather, he 
asserted^ was much too cold for the bird to lose 
all its feathers at one and the same time. And 
further, to encourage their growth, he would 
order that two thousand cowries worth of butter 
(about twelve pounds weight) should be diligently 
rubbed into the skin of the animaL This money 
has actually been deducted by the sultan, for this 
express purpose, from the sum which he was 
indebted to us, because he said he did not approve 
of paying for the butter from his own pocket* 

When a person entertains fear or suspicion of 
the intentions of another towards him, it very com- 
monly happens that every little thing which he 
might have heard unfavourable to the character, 
or prejudicial to the manners of the latter at any 
former period, ri^es fresh in his memory, though 
he might have taken no notice of it at the time, 
and leads to the establishment and confirmation of 
an opinion which had before been unsettled and 
wavering in his mind. This has been very nearly 
our casein regard to the sultan of Ylioorie; and 
owing most likely to ill health, rather than any 
Other cause, we had not only come to a conclu* 
sion, before the arrival of the Boosst^ ambassador, 
that we were in 'durance vile.' here, but had con- 
ceived a thousand ways and means of making our 
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escape p r i v mtc iy horn Ibe cifty 1 Tke Tsrient iew 
tentioa of the six DsfaonnamesiengmB witbmtW 
wallft of Ykoode for a wbok ax mostliSy ¥riliMKit 
waj eause being assi^ied for il^ has aiiead^r beea 
alluded to in CapUun Clappeiton*t hat vtanas^:!^*^ 
and many similar injinious aetbaa on tke part ^ 
the sultan Iia;^ been related to im by 9ovae ai fan 
own people. B«t ke has bees gui% of rs»m 
teeacberoua and cnnttnal deeda tima these bodi D9 
native nwrdiants and to Aiabt wlt» have mited 
^is city for the purposes td trade ; and the M* 
lowmg story, tf it be trae, argues very ub^v^iv- 
ably for the monar^'s sentiments of feeling, ho- 
nesty, and justice : — 

An Arab, it is saB, arnved here many years 
ago wkh three camel-loads of merekmdise fi^on 
Tripoli, and accor£ng te^ liw cuiAoBi ai ^ ecBoa- 
try he di^layed tkem a^ befeve tbe sv^an of 
Ykoorie. His admiration of tiiem was very soon 
rMsed, and he purcliased the whole «tf the Arab's 
goods on credit. The poor merduint Bsade re- 
pelted and pesMng i^plica^ns fer hiB money, 
but in vain; and month after isonth^ and year 
after year passed away, without hss ever havings 
received a fiurthing, t^e sultan deceiving him wi^ 
promises continiMilly. Tlie Arsd) became at lengtii 
very uneasy e^ibe sultsn's prevazication, and ima- 
gined that he should never receive payment for 
his goods* He was tiie*e£[>re unable to exercise 
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lus £EdbeM3u»ee any kmger, but wm eonttnaicfll 
to demaad of his creditor the restitiiti<m of ha 
fffic^r^, <»r the paynant of li» debt, Ihat he 
might depart frttm the citj a»d retian to his 
faxx^j. Bu* the ea^etooa sultan pertiaaeioatty 
lefused his retpiest, and seat him away with 
abuse ; and the Arab d^^rtly afiter died of a 
Inrokett heaart, or, as many say, of potsoa. He 
1^ behiod ham^ however, at YkK>riey las eklest son, 
who had aceompaioed his father hither hem Fez-' 
aan. This perscm the sultan dduded with promises 
simiiku: to those by which ius faster had been 
deceived ; and the young man abode in the city 
several years m the aatidpation of being aUe to 
procure the property whkh had devolv«l to him 
on the Arab's decease. He also died not long 
ago, and the boy's uncle (Moussa, of Koolfu), 
who waa emfUnyed by Obtain Clappeiton, is now 
the only survivii^ eredkor. He has sent se^rai 
messengers here with the view of having ike ddbt 
cancelled by the sultan; but up to this day the 
money has never been paid, nor have the Ardb's 
camels, nor any part of his property, he&a re« 
4rtored to his surviving relative. 

During out own idiort stay, even, the saltan has 
been guilty of several petty ol^ences, audi as de» 
£rauding individuals of small sunn, and the like ; 
and one poor fellow, belonging to a fatakie from 
Haussa, has had the imprudence to let hkn hatfe 
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some of his property, on the faith of his word, in 
return for which he has met with nothing but pro- 
mises and refusals. The sultan did, indeed, com- 
mand him to purchase whatever things he might 
want at the market, and refer the seller to him for 
payment ; independent of this, as a mark of his 
favour, he sold the merchant one of his own bul^ 
locks, which is however found to be diseased and 
worth nothing. By such mean subterfuges does 
this great prince procure the property of others ; 
and in this manner does he treat every merchant 
that may have occasion to pass through the city. 

All these circumstances considered, it was with 
much pleasure that we received notice of the king 
of Boossk*s kind interposition in our behalf, which 
will at least accelerate our departure ; for though^ 
when soberly considered, the behaviour of the 
Y^oorie monarch towards us has not been on the 
whole unkind, forming a strange compound of 
generosity and meanness, yet he might have been 
inclined to detain us here till the only favourable 
moment at which we could descend the Niger 
should have passed away, in which case we should 
have to retrace our steps the way we have come 
without having accomplished the object for which 
we had left England. 

We have now only to arrange matters with this 
singular old cliieftain, which we foresee will be no 
very easy task. It is confidently affirmed, that a 
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canoe has been prepared for us, and two days 
hence, we have little doubt, permission will be 
granted for us to leave this city to return to 
JBoossa. 

Thursday y July 29th, — The sultan has been 
complaining sadly of poverty these two days, and 
has begged us to accept a female slave of him in 
lieu of the money he owed us, and which he has 
declared his inability to pay. We hesitated a 
good deal at first about the matter, but we soon 
felt convinced it would be useless to demur, fox 
the sultan was fixed in his determination, and we 
bave taken the girl, who is become Paskoe's wife. 
This unpleasant affair was not settled till this 
morning, owing to the above cause. 

We brought a quantity of new shillings with us 
from England, which are vastly admired by all 
classes of people here, on account of their shining 
property ; and whilst the Spanish dollar sells for 
fifteen hundred cowries only, one of these little 
pieces is purchased willingly at a thousand. Each 
of these coins is attached to a ring, and worn on 
the finger of a lady as an ornament 

Ykoorie has been visited with so much rain 
lately, that the com is rotting on the stalk, and it 
is by no means likely that the dry weather will 
commence for some time to come. The com is 
fully ripe, and only wants a little sun to harden 
4he grain in the ear ; and the people are sorely 
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lamenting that th^ canftcft obtmn eren this. 
NevertbeleM, tbe rice erops look well, and pro- 
mise an alMindant harveflt; and lAie onions, <^ 
which vast quantities are grown here, a<re also* 
expected to produce plentifully. At present, 
Tkoerie k little better than a complete swamp ; 
and, if possible, it will be worse after the malcay 
which is daily looked for, shall have set in. 

Snnda^, August li^.-«-Tbis morning the sultan 
«ent a messenger to mform hs that we were a& 
liberty to pay our respeets and ti^e omr fareweM 
of him previous to ova departure from the city, 
which we have been assured will take place to- 
morrow ¥dtho«t any farther procrastination or 
delay. We presently obeyed the summons, for 
such we conudered it ; aad on our arrival at the 
sultan's residence, we were introduced into a large, 
gloomy, uncomfortable apartment, wherein the 
monarch generally ree^ves liis more distinguished 
visitors. A number of naked girls and boys, liis- 
domestics, were continually passing through it to 
other parts of the building, carrying dirty cala- 
bashes in their bands; a quantity of swallows* 
nests were attached to the ceiling of the room (for 
neither here nor elsewhere are these birds ever 
molested), and their twittering owners, which were 
flying about in all directions, fed their young: 
without interruption, and added not a little fihhi- 
ness to the unswept and unclean i^artment. Im 
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Ae c&a^e mmL e|^)OBite the door-wanr^ the niler of 
Ykowm was B^attmg on a platiorHL, wfaieli va* 
covered wWi faded daraaedc, aad smekiiig from a 
fipe ^ imge dkiuemafms. On each side of bitn 
mw a lai^ f^mnr ; and befatwl hin, affixed to the 
Vidl, was a large square pace of ancient-looking 
figured aiyb, very rich and of various colours, whk 
a beautiful deep fringe. It was, however, a little 
temisbed, owiag to the length of time it has been 
in ti» snitan-t posteseimi. This onee splendid and 
^aliMdode aiitide is aaid to haine been brought Upora 
the celebrated Musser*^ a place of which every 
one heee speaks in the most rapturous and extra- 
vagant ienns. The dress of the sultan corre- 
sponded with the dirtiness of the apartment. Just 
before our introduction we had been cautioned not 
to offer to shake hands with him, for that would 
be considered too familiar on our parts, and would 
be rejected by the monarch. Our compliments 
were therefore confined lo simple inquiries after 
his health. The conversation during the interview 
was as uninteresting and spiritless as our conver- 
sations with other native rulers have always been — 
a description of one being a sample of the whole. 
The most important points were an urgent request 
on the part of the sultan for one of our lancets 
which he had seen, and the promise of a calabash 

* MesTj as the Arabs pronounce the word, is the Cairo 
of Europeans. 
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of honey, which we received in the evening. We 
then took our leave and returned home. Here we 
were soon intruded upon by the sultan's daughters 
and friends, who, finding that we were actually to 
go on the morrow, had come to purchase buttons, 
beg medicine, and pay their last respects ; and 
we were not only subjected to the most weari- 
some and provoking ceremonies in the world 
during the remainder of the Sabbath, but we were 
likewise compelled to be bartering and wrangling 
with a parcel of noisy women till sunset, when we 
ungallantly drove them away. 
. During our stay at Ykoorie, the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit has ranged from 75° to 94° in our 
dwelling. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Leave Yaoorie — ^Method of watching the Com— -The Cum. 
brie People — their treatment — Sleeping Huttt and Spear 
of the Cumbrie — Arrive at Warree — Gamicassa-^Igno- 
rance of the Natives concerning the course of the River — 
Their Amusements — Return to Booss^ — Visit to Wowow 
recommended — ^The River consulted by the King of 
Booss^ — Kings of this City — Scarcity of PlrovisiouH — 
Journey to Wowow — First interview with the King. 

Monday^ Avgust 2d, — All was hurry, bustle, 
noise, and confusion, at a very early hour in the 
morning, in getting our tilings ready for starting ; 
but in spite of our exertions we had to wait a 
long time outside our house, after the beasts had 
been laden, and our people had their burdens on 
their heads, for the sultan's long-expected letter 
to our most gracious sovereign. A mallam was 
at length perceived hurrying towards us with it ; 
and after him came, mounted on a large bony 
horse, and extremely well dressed in the cos- 
tume of his country, the venerable Arab chief, to 
honour us with his company a little way on our 
journey. His appearance was stately and patri- 
archal in the extreme. But this crafty old man 
was not our friend, for he had used us deceit- 
fully, and misrepresented us and our goods to his 
VOL. ir, G 
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master ; and we had enjoyed an innocent kind of 
revenge, in administering to him, after repeated 
applications, a powerful dose of medicine, which, 
though harmless in its effects, kad yet heen very 
troublesome to him. Indeed it was not till we had 
^ jalaped' the sultan, his sister, and all the royal 
family, that we were permitted to take our fare- 
well of Ykoorie. The city was literally covered 
with water on our passing through it, and the deep 
hollows formed by the rains were very numerous, 
and dangerous by being invisible ; nevertheless, 
with care and patience, we all got outside the 
gates in safety. 

It is pleasant, very pleasant, after an imprison- 
ment of five weeks in a close, dark, and unwhole- 
some chamber, subject to every kind of incon- 
venience and much anxiety, to be set at liberty ; 
to know and feel that one is free ; to admire again 
the beauties of God'& creation, and enjoy once 
more the cheering freshness of the country. It ia 
only in health that such feelings can either be 
excited or indulged. Objects ever so charming 
are looked on with indiiFerence by an invalid. 
For our parts, we had entered Yaoorie in sick- 
ness, and had suffered much in that city; but 
we left it in all the strength and vigour of 
health. During our residence there, Ihe growth* 
of vegetation had been astonishingly rapid ; the 
face of the country wore an aspect entirely diffe- 
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];ent and iniproyed ; tb^ trees and tbrubf tad put 
on a greener and lovelier ' livery ;' tiie grasses 
stunted as they were before for want of moisture, 
bad spning up to ti:^ surprising height cf tea 
or twelve feet ; and the com and rice had grown 
up with no less vigour. 

Owing to the reputed hadtiese of the path, that 

by which we had entered YlMMme was rejected for 

a more northerly one» leading in almost a direct line 

to the river Cubbie, About a mile or two from tha 

wails of Yaoorie, the old Arab stopped suddenly, 

and we imitatii^ his examj^, be offered up a short 

though animated Mahomme<kn prayer for our 

success, and bidding us an affectionate farewell, 

he turned his horse about and returned to the city. 

In the anticipation of journeying to Gu^xie, we 

had purchased an ass of Ali, the Arab ; and this 

animal, aa well as the horses, suffered greatly 

from the attacks of a species of large fly, which is 

to them by day what mosquitoes are to mankind 

by night ; and this evil, combined with the rug- 

gedness and inequality of the road, which v^as 

mtercepted by deep and rapid rivulets, caused us 

much delay and annoyance. About mid-day we 

arrived at the walls oi a |ffctty considerabie 

town, called Guada, and haked near a small credc 

of a river flowing from Cubbie, and catering 

the Niger a little lower down. Here, as soon aa 

we had taken a sli^ refreshment, we sent ovx 

G 2 
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beasts across the Niger to proceed by land to 
Booss^, and embarked in two canoes, which were 
each paddled by four men. These canoes are 
about eighteen or twenty feet long, and formed 
from a single log of wood, unlike those of Booss^. 
When we got into the main body of the Cubbie 
river, the canoemen kept us exposed to the sun 
for a considerable time, waiting the arrival of two 
companions, because the men with whom we had 
been supplied were unable to manage both canoes 
by themselves. Though we entreated the four 
men to go a little way with us, or at least to con- 
vey us into a cool and shady place, which we pointed 
out to them, for protection from the sun's rays, 
they would not hearken to us ; we found scolding, 
threats, and supplication, to be all equally unavail- 
ing ; they maintained the same calm, yet mortifying 
placidity of countenance, than which in such a case 
nothing can be more vexing. At length we were 
fain to hold our peace, and patiently resigned our- 
selves to the inconvenience. 

The Cubbie river falls into the Niger about four 
miles from the creek where we had embarked; 
and on entering the Niger, we found it running 
from two to three miles an hour, and with trifling 
labour on the part of the canoenien, we could 
have journeyed very rapidly; but though we 
had taken on board their two companions, the 
whole of them were so obstinately indolent, that 
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we travelled very slowly indeed, insomuch that we 
did not expect to arrive at the appointed halting- 
place for the night. The canoes, however, were 
passing along almost close to the shore, and we 
saw a woman at the water's edge who had a quan- 
tity of cheap country beer for sale, and think- 
ing it might animate the men to a little more 
exertion, we purchased as much as they could 
drink, which in a few minutes completely meta- 
morphosed them. The nieekness, innocence, and 
composure of their listless countenances soon 
passed awiay ; their heavy eyes sparkled with fire 
and animation ; they trembled all over with anxiety 
to display their strength, dexterity, and vigour ; 
and each being emulous to rival his companion, 
they snatched up their paddles, and by their united 
efiForts the canoes glided through the water with 
inconceivable velocity, even to the danger of up- 
setting. Thus we proceeded down the river till 
the sun had set, and the moon was shining beauti- 
fully on the watier, as we drew near to a small 
Cumbrie village on the borders of the river, where 
we landed and pitched our tent. The thermome- 
ter to-day has varied from 75° to 92°. 

Tuesday, August Sd. — Arising at ah early hour 
we shot a partridge and Guinea-fowl, and break- 
fasted in the open air, under the intense scrutiny 
of a hundred bright black eyes ; then, striking 
our tent, we hastened to the canoes which we had 
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left secured, and embarked on the river while it 
was yet morning, and the air cool and pleasant. 
Though the lowering appearance of the finnament 
seemed to betoken a violent storm, die black clouds 
dispersed as the smi gadiered strength, and he 
.burst out on us, an hour after oar d^Mtrture, with 
peculiar heat and splendour. 

On all the borders c^ the numerous branches of 
4he river, as well as on its small islands, vast quaiv- 
tities of com were growing ; and it being near the 
time of harvest, it was nearly ripe, and waved over 
the water's edge very prettily. Piatfonnis were 
everywhere erected to the height of, or rather 
above the com, which grows as high as ten o^ 
twelve feet People were stationed on these to scare 
away the numerous flights of small birds, which 
do great mischief, and would, without this pre- 
caution, destroy Uie hopes of the cultivator. A boy 
or girl, and in many cases a woman with a child art 
her breast, and even a whole family together, wh 
observed on the platforms, aimusing^ themselves ia 
this manner, without the slightest shade or cover- 
ing of any kind to shelter them from the fierceness 
of the sunbeams. Standing erect and motionles^^ 
many of them looked like statues of black marble 
rather than living human beings ; but others, par- 
ticularly the women, disregarding their duty, were 
industriously employed in plaiting straw, supplying 
the wants of their children^ mantcfacturing mats. 
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dressing provisions, &c« In order the moore effisc- 
luaily to frightea away the birds, several of the 
watchers wete furnished with slings and stones, in 
&e use of which they seem to be very skilful ; be- 
sides ^se,' pieces of rope were fastened from the 
platform to tsi tnee at some distance, to which large 
calabashes were suspended, with holes in them, 
throdgh whieh dtiK^s were passed, so that when 
the rope is pulled they make a loud ckttering noise; 




The calabaahes are soiuetimei* fastened whole to 
tile rope, containing about a handful of stones, 
which answer the purpose of making a noise when 
put in motion, as well as the sticks. To this 
is often added ihe hallooing and screaming of the 
watchers, which is: dismal enough to lighten an 
evil spirit, and it rarely faila to produce the desired 
elfect. 

The inhabitants of many of the numerous wailed 
towns and open villages on the banks of the 
Niger, and also of tiie islands, we &d are for the 
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most part Cumbrie people — a poor, despised, and 
abused, but industrious and hard- working race. 
They are but too often oppressed and persecuted 
by their more fortunate and powerful neighbours, 
who affirm that they are fitted by nature only for 
slaves, and are therefore inyariably treated by 
them as such. 

The Cumbrie also inhabit many parts of Hkussa 
and other countries ; they speak different lan- 
guages, but they have all the same pursuits, su- 
perstitions, amusements, an^ peculiar manners, to 
which they firmly and scrupulously adhere, both 
in good and bad fortune, in sickness and in health, 
in freedom and slavery, at home and in foreigpd 
countries, notwithstanding the scorn and derision 
to which it subjects them ; and they are known 
to cherish and maintain them to the end of life, 
with as much pertinacity as the Hebrew does his 
faith and national customs. Inheriting from their 
ancestors a peaceful, timid, passionless, incurious 
disposition, they fall an easy prey to all who 
choose to . molest them ; they bow their necks 
to the yoke of slavery without a murmur, and 
think it a matter of course ; and perhaps no 
people in the world are to be found who are less 
susceptible of intense feeling and the finer, emo- 
tions of the human mind, on being stolen away 
from their ffivourite amusements and pursuits, and 
from the bosom of their wives and families, than 
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these Cumbrie people, who are held in such ge» 
neral disesteem. Thousands of them reside in the 
kingdom of Ykoorie and its province of Engarski ; 
and most of the slaves in the capital have been 
taken from among them. 

The tribute, or rather rent which they pay to 
the sultan for the land they cultivate, consists of 
a quantity of corn, about the size of a bundle 
as much as a man can carry, for every plot of 
land, whether it be large or small. "When, how- 
ever, the harvest fails, they are at liberty to give 
^ certain number of cowries in lieu of the accus* 
tomed duty of com. If the poor have no means 
of paying their rent when it becomes due, the 
sultan immediately despatches a body of horse- 
men to their villages, with a command to seize 
and carry away as many of the people as they 
may think proper. It sometimes happens, how- 
ever, that the sultan of Yaoorie pulls the reins 
of oppression with too tight a hand ; and as 
towards, when driven to desperation, often give 
ispecimens of extraordinary courage and resolution, 
so the negligent and despised Cumbrie, writhing 
under the lash of injuries which they have never 
deserved, defend themselves with extraordinary 
detennination and bravery, and not unfrequently 
come off victorious froito the conflict. The benefit 
which results to them from these advantages is an 
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•exemption from the payment of rent for two or 
three subsequent years. 

During our residence in Ydoorie, an expeditioiv 
ideepatched by the sultati for the above purpose^ 
returned unsuccessful from Engarski. The most 
imlavouraible trait in the character of the Cumbrie 
is the extreme dirtiness they display in their 
habits generallyi from whicU not one of them 
appears to be free. They are generadly con- 
^deired good agriculturists and expert fishermen : 
they grow abundance of com and onions^ but a 
^eat part of the former is disposed of to the na^ 
tives of Boossli and Yioorie^ to whose monarcha 
they are subject Most of them are rather slo^- 
•venly about their persons, and make use of few 
ornaments, and even these are of the commonest 
description. They bore immense holes in the lobe 
of the ear for the admission of bits of fine coloured 
wood ; and the soft part of the septum of the nose 
is perfoi!ated in like manner, through which i& 
thrust a long piece of blue glass. When the fer 
males have a mind to appear with unusual smart* 
ness and effect, a crocodile's tooth is inserted 
through both lips, and projects upwards as/araa 
the nose. These useless, unbecoming, and sin*- 
gular ornaments impart to the countenance ai^ 
mmatural and barbarous expression, which is very 
far from agreeable^ and produces an uupleasan); 
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Txad painful emotion' in the mind of the beholden 
In our intercourse with the Cumforie, they ap- 
peared mild, innocent, and even amiable in their 
manners ; and they bdiaved to us with all the 
civility, hospitality, and kindness of their natures, 
undnetured by insincerity or lukewarmness. 

Tlie annexed sketdi is a representation of t\v^ 
.^k^ing huts of these people (Cumbrie), which 




we alluded to on our passage np the river. The 
doorway, which is the only opening they have, is 
closed by a mat whfeh is suspended inside. They 
have no steps to enter by, but scramble into it 
as well they can. The common coozie hut is used 
by them for ordinary purposes, such as cooking-, 
tfic.y during tiie day, but never at night. These 
(deeping huts are about seven or eight feet wide, 
they are nearly circular, are made of clay, and 
thatched with the palm leaf; they are elevated 
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above the ground so as to secure the inmates from 
the annoyance of ants, snakes, and the wet ground, 
and even for protection from the alligators which 
prowl about at night in search of prey. • We were 
informed of instances where these creatures have 
carried off the legs and arms of natives, who 
have incautiously exposed themselves to their 
attacks. The huts will hold about half-a-dozen 
people. Sometimes the pillars supporting the 
hut are walled round, but this is not often done, 
and they generally appear as in the sketch. 

The natives frequently kill the alligators by 
means of a heavy spear about ten feet long, like 
the sketch. One end is furnished with a heavy 



piece of iron- wood to give it force, and the other 
with a sharp-pointed balrbed iron. It is attached 
to. the bow of their canoe by a piece of grass rope, 
which is fastened to the upper end, and is a for- 
midable weapon. A smaller spear of the same 
description is used by these people for killing fish, 
in which occupation they are very expert. 

As we proceeded down the Niger by a different 
channel from that by which we had ascended it to 
Ykoorie, we had fresh opportunities of remarking 
the more striking features on its banks. The 
river, as might naturally have been expected, is 
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much swollen, and its current more impetuous, 
tlian when we passed up on our voyage to Ykoo- 
rie ; and many of the stones and rocks which 
then annoyed] us, are now under water, and com- 
pletely hidden. In the earlier part of the even- 
ing we landed at a small Cumbrie village, and 
our canoes were pulled upon a sandy beach for 
the night in security. The thermometer has been 
at 95"* to-day. 

JFednesday, August ^th, — ^The inhabitants of 
the village wherein we slept last night had 
nothing to offer us to eat either then or this morn* 
ing ; but we had the good fortune to shoot a par* 
tridge, and we had it dressed for breakfast. But 
it was, like many others, a most unsavoury repast, 
for we had nothing to eat with it, not even a little 
salt ; the people of the village, as well as most of 
their countrymen^ making use of a quantity of wood- 
ashes instead, which contain saline particles, be* 
cause salt is too expensive an article for these sim*. 
pie, villagers to purchase for their own consump-. 
tion ! We had everything conveyed to the canoes 
at an early hour, and at seven o'clock a.m. we 
were once more upon the Niger. The canoemen, 
as well as our own people, had forecast and con-- 
trivance enough to supply themselves with a few 
ears of Indian com last night, which they thought 
tliemselves warranted to pluck from a field at 
no great distance frdm their sleeping quarters; 
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yet all of them com{dained of hunger thiftinonkmgv 
and left the village in a very ill humour. Ta 
satisfy their appetites^ our canoes were pulled oil 
shore repeatedly during the forenoon, for the 
men to steal some of the com which overhung the 
margin of the river. They were, however, per^ 
ceived hy the more diligent of the watchers, but 
they did not take any measures to prevent them, 
because they saw that they were the sultan's- 
servants, and tlie whde of these have the privilege 
of stealing as much com from the Cumbrie as- 
they may have occasion for. One poor man had 
a canoe laden with new corn, which was pounced 
upon by these hungry jdunderers, who compelled 
its reluctant owner to transfer it from his canoe 
into their own, without remunerating him in any^ 
wise for the loss he thus sustained. Another in* 
dividual w1k> happened to be in a canoe, was chased 
a considerable distance down the river, under the 
impression that he had likewise com with him, the 
robbers endeavouring to pallute their conduct by 
saying, that as the man paid no tribute to the suk 
tan, his effects were at all times liable to be seized. 
The man, however, exerted all his strength, and 
liappily succeeded in making his escape. 

About noon we observed a herd of Fal^tah cows 
grazing on tlie banks of the river ; and in tlie 
water a little way from them, we saw an immense 
crocodile floating on the surface like a long canoe. 
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fer whicli it was at first mistaken, and watching an 
opportunity to seize one of them and destroy it 
hy dragging it into the river. As soon as he 
was perceived by the canoemen, they paddled 
as BoitLy as possible towards him, intending to 
wait at a short distance till the crocodile should 
have accompli^ed his object^ when they agreed 
to pull rapidly towards the shore and reap the 
fruits ci the reptile's amazing strength, by scaring 
him off from his prey, or destroying him with 
harpoons, for the skin of a crocodile is not 
considered impenetrable here. Their intentions, 
however, were frustrated by the sudden disap- 
pearance of the crocodile, whkh dived the mo- 
ment he perceived the canoe so near him, making 
a loud plashmg noise, and agitating the water 
in a remarkable manner in his descent. We 
waited in vain for him to rise again. A very 
short time after this tiie canoemen landed at 
Warree^ which is the most celebrated market 
town in the dependency of £ngarski» and consists 
of sevend dusters of huts encircted by a dwarf 
clay wall. The maj^et is attended by many 
thiMisands of people from different parts of the 
country, besides Y^ioorie, BoossJt, and Wowow, 
yet nothing peculiar to Engarski is exposed for 
sale in it ; and the cheapness at which the pro* 
ductions of the country are disposed of, is most 
likely the principal inducement kit buyers to resort 
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to Warree. Vast numbers of canoes, filled with 
people and goods, were passing from one side of 
the Niger to the other during our limited stay out- 
si4e the town, and the countenances of both buyers 
and sellers betrayed a very anxious and business- 
like expression. As soon as our curiosity was 
fully satisfied, we also crossed over to the Boossit 
side of the river, and landed at a dmall walled 
town called Gamicassa, which is inhabited by the 
Cumbrie, and situated about five miles north of 
the city of Boossk. At no great distance from 
this place, and within sight of it, all the branches 
of the Niger meet and form a beautiful and mag- 
nificent body of water, at least seven or eight 
miles in width ; and it is truly astonishing what 
becomes of it, for at Boossk the river is no more 
than a stone's throw across, and its depth is in 
proportion to its narrowness. But about an 
hour's walk from thence, it again becomes a 
noble river, and maintains its width, it is said, 
even to Funda. This singular fact ^vours the 
opinion, that a large portion of the waters of the 
Niger is conveyed by subterraneous passages 
trom the town of Garnicassa, to a few miles be- 
low Boossk. 

Shortly after our arrival, when we were making 
some allusion to the river to one of the inhabi- 
tants, a Faldtah hearing us came forward and 
made the extraordinary assertion, that instead of 
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running to Funda, it to<^ a turn to the eastward, 
and disembogued itself into the lake Tshad in 
Bomou. ' But theories respecting the Niger are 
even more various and contrary in this country, 
than the hypotheses of the learned of Europe on 
the subject Scarcely two people are to be found 
that agree in the same opinion, and their suppo* 
sitions are not confined to the course and termi* 
nation, but include also the source of this mys- 
terious river; yet, with all their talk, it is easy to 
perceive that the natives are all entirely ignorant 
of the matter. 

The earlier part of the evening, after our arrival 
at Gamicassa, was calm, serene, and delightful ; 
and the silvery moon shone with unusual resplen- 
dence. It was a favourable time for the inhabi- 
tants of the town to enjoy themselves ; and accord- 
ingly they were thus employed in good earnest 
Singing, dancing, and music-playing, are the only 
divertisements with which the generality of the 
Cumbrie are acquainted ; and though this people 
are even more despised than the slothful Hot- 
tentots of the southern part of the continent,— 
though then: rights are unheeded and their liber- 
ties abused, yet these considerations do not seem 
to impress them with gloomy reflections ; and they 
trifle away their leisure hours in play with as 
much zest and thoughtless jollity as though they 
were the most favoured people in the world. 

VOL. II. H 
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A suddea wid confused noise of merriment 
awoke me from[ a pleasing kind of reverie in which 
I was indulging in the moonshine. I went out 
instantly to ascertain the cause of such ohstre* 
perouB mirth, and discovered a number of young 
girls, and married women with children on theif 
backs, dancmg, singing, romping, and clapping 
their hands, afiter the manner of the country; 
«id a group of their male relatives standing beside 
them as judges and spectators of their proceed^ 
ings. A female would spring suddenly from 
amidst her companions, and afler skipping and 
dancing with great animation till she became 
quite exhausted, would fall backwards into the 
arms of her associates, who, anxiously watching 
her movements, had put themselves into a suitable 
attitude to receive her. Another would then sup 
ply her place, and then another, till all the festive 
party had danced in turn; and this amusement 
was kept up with so much spirit, that screams of 
laughter and other violent tokens of delight con- 
tinued as long as it lasted. The dance (if it de» 
serve the name) commenced with the whole of the 
females, married and single. They first formed 
themselves into a circle, holding fast of eadi 
other's arms, and then they moved round very 
slowly without lifting their feet from the ground. 
This exercise seemed to have occasioned them 
much exertion and difficulty, if we might be al- 
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lowed to judge fWmi the violent and peculiat 
manner in which they shook and twister! their 
bodied, as well as firom the failure of seteral of the 
younger girls, who were obliged to quit the ring 
almost as soon as it w^s^formed. This slowness 
of motion was gradually soceeeded by a sprightlier 
movement, till they ran round so swiftly, that the 
circle was suddenly broken, and many of the wo- 
men were thrown with violence to the ground. 
The smging, or rather screaming, and clapping of 
hands, together with other noises, more vociferous 
and wild than thes6, were continued till the ap- 
proach of morning, when a heavy shower drove 
every one home. Nothing, perhaps, in this 
country is more capable of producing a wfld, ro- 
mantic, and pleasing effect than such a spectacle 
as this, and at such a time. In front of us lay 
the celebrated Niger, reflecting from its unruffled 
surface the splendid canopy over our heads, with 
the radiant clouds of departing day. On each side 
of the river Nature had scattered with a lavish 
hand the most lovely of her gifts ; and verdant trees 
cast their tall shadows on the water. Almost close 
lo the place where we stood, was a circle of 
naked savage women, all black as a coal, who 
were performing the oddest antics imaginable; 
tod still nearer stood a wild-looking group of 
their male companions, resting on their tall spears 
and participating in the frolic with all their hearts. 

n2 
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A three-cornered rush or straw hat, having a high 
peak, but without a brim, was the only article of 
dress worn by these men. Altogether, as we have 
already said, the scene was such as to fill the mind 
with the highest gratification and delight. To us 
it was irresistibly charming, and we contemplated 
it a long time with emotions of the most pleasing 
description. 

Thursday^ August hth, — It rained incessantly 
till between eleven and twelve o'clock in the 
forenoon, when the sun made his appearance 
at intervals, and the weather became fine, which 
we promptly availed ourselves of, in pursuing 
our journey along the banks of the Niger to 
Boossii. The path was filled with water and 
broken up by the force of the rains. After an 
hour's ride we drew near to the walls of the city, 
and soon arrived at the drummer's house, which 
had been our former residence. Here we found 
the Midiki on her knees to receive and welcome 
us back again to Boossk in the name of the king. 
But we were not permitted to enter and take pos- 
fiession of our old apartments, for the queen con- 
ducted us to other huts, which form part of a 
cluster inhabited by Faldtahs, and emigrants of both 
sexes from Yarriba and NouflSe, who are mostly 
slaves to the king. A quantity of milk and large 
calabashes of rice and fish, stewed in palm oil, 
were sent us a few minutes after our arrival ; and 
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in the evening we were yisited by the monarchy 
who said he had been aj^rehensive that we required 
a little repose and quietness after our journey, and 
therefore he did not like to intrude on us before. 
He expressed the pleasure he felt on seeing us 
again, and welcomed us with the utmost cordiality. 
The Midiki, who had accompanied him to our 
house, paid us a similar compliment. It has been 
told us that the drummer's wife had excited the 
envy of the queen by wearing round her neck a 
smart gilt button which we had given her ; and that 
this is the only reason that we are not allowed to 
occupy our former lodgings in her house. Yet, to 
be even with her fair rival, the queen had ex- 
tracted from her little sheepskin box, wherein they 
had been confined for a quarter of a century, a 
small number of round and flat golden ornaments, 
with which she has adorned her sable bosom, and 
thereby totally eclipsed the transitory splendour 
of the button belonging to the drummer's wife. 

On our arrival at Boossa the face and hands of 
both my brother and self were much swollen and 
liighly inflamed by exposure to the sun, and this 
circumstance, simple as it was, excited the queen's 
sympathy almost to tears. 

Friday^ Aug, 6th, — In a conversation with 
the king this morning, he intimated that it would 
be necessary for us to visit Wowow, previous 
to our going to Funda, because the prince of 
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that State, he said, had ahceady made war on 
Ki4ma on our aoeount, and ci^ituxed a few of ito 
people. The kiag had been induced, from the re* 
presentations of the Midiki, who is akiter to the 
chief of Wo wow, to urge our taking this step ; 
and as we dare not raise objections* we hare pnn 
mised to go tbitlier in a day or two, although we 
are well aware that the little present we shall he 
necessitated to o&r him will by no means answer 
his expectations* The long has himself repeated 
to us the promise which he made to our man, of 
furnishing us with a canoe sufficiency large to 
contain the whole of our peoj^e and ourselves, and 
whatever goods we may have left ; and ia order 
to bind him to his word, we have given him our 
tent and the horse which was lately his own ; so 
that, deprived of these, we shall not have the 
means of travelling on land, and shall therefore 
of necessity be obliged to proceed by water. To 
the queen also, whose influence over the mhid and 
actions of her husband is unbounded, we have 
made a present much greater than our means 
warranted, with which she is more than pleased* 
We have further endeavoured to win her favour 
by kindness, compliment, and flattery; and tbeso 
means are die most powerful and effective in the 
world. The simple-hearted females of this coun* 
try are quite unable to resist them. Thus far every- 
thing is favourable to our enterprise, yet doubt* 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Gii«p.X.] THB NIOXft CONSULTED. lOS 

eomethneB arise in our ninds; and should a 
canoe be denied us after all that the monarch of 
&is place has said, we are determined, when th^ 
time draws near foor our departure, to take a canott 
of our own accord, and steal away from Booss^ 
by night. ^ Fal&tahs,' «aid the king to-day witll 
much seriousness, ' remde on each side of the river 
in considerable numbers, and I begin to fear that 
they will endanger your personal safety.' ^ But/ 
answers Paskoe, our interpreter, ^ Englishmen are 
gods of the waters, and no evil can befal them in 
boats, even though all Africa, or the whole worW^ 
should fight against them.' * I will, however/ 
said the king in reply, ^ go down and ask th* 
hecken rouah (dark or black water, which the 
Niger is everywhere onphatically styled) whethet 
it will be prudent and safe for the white men to 
embark on it or not, and I will be sure to acquaint 
you and them of my success, be it good or bad/ 
To-morrow morning, we understand, he intends 
making this singular experiment; and we havd 
only to hope that the Niger may return him a 
favourable answer to his question. 

To-day when we ascertained that it was the 
actual intention of the king to supply us with a 
canoe, we thought proper to present him, in the 
Bame of our sovereign, with one of those beautiful 
silver medals which were cast during the American 
war, for the purpose of distributing amongst those 
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Indian chiefs who were favourable to the English 
interests. A large and valuable chain of the same 
metal was attached to it, and nothing whjch we 
had previously given the king seemed to have 
pleased him so much as this medal and chain ; 
he regarded it indeed with childish admiration. 
We assured him that he might now consider him? 
self as the king of England's most particular 
friend, and that he could not offer a more grateful 
return, than by favouring and assisting us in our 
plan of journeying to the salt water, by way of 
the Niger. . 

Saturday i August '7th, — Just after we had 
arisen this morning, the king came to us with joy, 
beaming in his countenance, and quickly informed 
us that, according to his promise, he had been 
down to the Niger, with his mallam or priest, and 
that the result of his visit was highly favourable 
to our wishes as well as his own— r* the river hav- 
ing promised to conduct us in safety to its termi- 
Bation.' One of our greatest apprehensions are 
by this means removed. He likewise observed 
that the canoes of the chief of Wowow were much 
superior to his own, and he should therefore re- 
quest him to sell us a large and good one, made 
of a single trunk, instead of one joined in the 
middle, which he said would not be either so strong 
or so safe. We thanked him, and expressed a desir^ 
to purchase such a one as he had recommended 
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T?ithout delay, that we might have time to make 
whatever alterations we should deem necessary^ 
and procure a mast, awning, sail, &c., before our 
departure. 

Monday^ August 9th. — The king told Paskoe 
this morning, that neither himself nor the Midlki 
had tasted animal food for the last three weeks, 
and that if we would make him a present of a 
guinea-fowl he would be greatly pleased, as he 
had been living upon fish till he was tired of it. 
This was jocosely spoken, and not intended for 
our ears, as the king subsequently informed us ; 
but when he knew, by our compliance with his 
expressed wish, that Paskoe had made us acquainted 
with it, his delicacy was so much hurt that he was 
ashamed to visit us for a whole day after. 

The king is one of the tallest and finest men in 
the country, as well as one of the most active and 
industrious. He is oftentimes unwell, owing, 
according to his own account, to having, many 
years ago, swallowed a quantity of poison which 
had been administered to him as an excellent 
medicine, by one who sought his destruction. 
Other chiefs ' and great men,' not only in Borgoo, 
but in every place that we have visitetl, either doze 
and sleep away the greatest part of their lifetime, 
or spend it in the most childish and frivolous pur- 
suits ; whereas his majesty of Boossk, when he 
is not engaged in public affairs, usefully employs , 
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all his leisure hours in superintending the occu- 
pations of his household and making his own 
clothes. The Midiki and he have distinct esta- 
blishments, divided fortunes, and separate int^ests.; 
indeed, they appear to have nothing in c<»nmon 
with each other, and yet we have never seen so 
friendly a couple smce leaving our native country. 
The manners of the Africans, too, are hostile to 
the interest and advancement of woman, and she 
is very rarely indeed placed on an equality with 
her husband. Perhaps the prevalence of poly- 
gamy, which the religion of the people tolerates, 
whether Mahomedan or Pagan, is one of the chief 
causes of the disesteem in which females are ge- 
nerally held. 

The kings of Boossk, as we have before had 
occasion to observe, have the reputation of being 
the greatest monarchs, next to the sovereigns of 
Bornou, between that empire and the sea ; and 
this enviable distinction is acknowledged by every 
rival chief. Yet it cannot be owing either to their 
power, their state, or their opulence, for of all the 
Borgoo rulers, they are perhaps the poorest and 
feeblest. The superior dignity of the kings of 
BoosB^, and the honour and reverence which are 
universally paid them, have arisen, it is said, from 
the respectability of their origin, for they are be- 
lieved to be descendants, of the oldest £Eunily in 
Africa, which in ancient times, long before the 
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introductioxi of tbe M ahomed^n rdiglan, was 
the great head (d the fetish : hence the profound 
respect which is yel shown them hy the jmifessors 
of the new faith, and those who stiU cling to the 
superstitions of the old, and the influence which 
they exercise as far as their name is known. 

Tuesdayt August lOlK — ^The Midlki sends us 
« howl of hruised com, hoiled in water» which is 
called tuak, twice a-day for our people ; and the 
king s^ads daily a little rice and dried fish, sea* ' 
soned with pepper, salt, and palm-oil, for our own 
consumption. But we find this insufiicient for our 
people, who are eight in numher, and ourselves ; 
their appetites are extremely keen. Guinea-fowl 
and partridges, which we used to shoot here in great 
quantities, and which formed the principal part of 
our food, are now procured with the greatest diffi* 
culty and fatigue, owing partly to the prevalence 
of heavy rains, which have rendered the ground soft 
and hoggy» and partly to the surprising height and 
stifihess of the eom-stalks, hetween which these 
birds always shelter themselves. We are, therefore, 
often much perplexed about the means of procu- 
ring a meal. With buttons the market is already 
overstocked ; tliey have lost all their powers to 
charm, because those we have heretofore sold were 
of inferior quality, and not new, so that they begin 
already to lose their polished lustre, and to look 
duU and black ; needles are unsaleable ; we have 
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disposed of all our bits of coloured cloth, and com- 
mon red stuff, tea canisters, powder canisters, 
and almost everything indeed that would sell, 
reserving the very few articles of greater value 
which are left, for presents to the different chiefs 
along the banks of the Niger. Amongst other 
trifles disposed of were several tin -cases, which 
contained worthless and unpalatable portable 
Boups, &c. These were labelled with slips of tin, 
wliich though rather dull and dirty, nevertheless 
attracted the admiration of many ; and we have 
been highly diverted to see one man in particular 
walking at large, and strutting about with ^ Con- 
centrated Gravy,' stuck on his head in no less 
than four places. He appeared quite proud and 
vain of these ornaments, and was Siimpering with 
pleasure wherever he went. 

Our men bear fatigue and hunger extremely 
well, yet when they have food in abundance, they 
eat, or rather devour it voraciously. One of 
them who has the appetite of a horse, but who 
is himself unconscious of it, understanding that 
anything bitter would sharpen this propensity, 
and enable him to consume a greater quantity of 
provisions, has been in the constant habit of swal- 
lowing the contents of every bullock's gall-blad- 
der he could meet with! Six such stomachs 
as his we have daily to satisfy, if we can ; and 
having also two women (Paskoe's wives) in out 
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train, we think it will be no easy matter, at a 
future period, to supply them even with the bare 
necessaries of life, more especially after our em- 
barkation in the canoe. 

Wednesday^ August l\th. — By a previous in- 
timation, we prepared ourselves early this morning 
to depart for Wowow ; but because the road to 
that city was supposed to be bad, we were obliged 
to wait on horseback by the king's house for a 
considerable time, in order that a person might 
be found to show us the most proper path. How- 
ever, wearied with waiting, we left the city 
without him, and he overtook us about three or 
four hours after we had been on our journey. The 
account of the badness of the path we soon saw 
had not been exaggerated ; it was filled with holes 
and pits, and overgrown with grass, so tall, that 
it reached far above our heads, and sprinkled a 
shower of water on our persons. Thorny shrubs 
tore our clothes and lacerated our flesh, and the 
branches of decayed trees, which had fallen across 
the pathway, made it everything but impassable ; 
while small rivers, rushing along with the impetu- 
osity of a torrent, and their rugged and almost 
perpendicular sides, conduced to render travelling 
dangerous and even dreadful. In crossing a large 
and not very rapid stream, my horse fell with me, 
but my brother's refused to carry him over, and he 
was obliged to wade through the water, which 
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reached above liis arm-pits. The bed of the? 
stream was filled with rocks, against which he 
struck himself several times, and was thrown 
down more than once, but without doing him any 
injury. 

A few miles from Boossi, we crossed in a 
canoe a branch of the Niger forming a pretty 
little river, and running nearly west, and which is 
said to encompass the whole of Wowow, and to 
fall into the parent stream below that state. This 
is the river which Captain Clapperton was in- 
formed encircled the city and part of the kingdom of 
Booss^, whereas it takes quite an opposite direc- 
tion ; and where that officer supposed it returned 
to the Niger, it actually takes its rise. It was 
likewise told us, that this same river joins the Oly ; 
and if this be the case, the principalities of Ki- 
2ima and Wowow must form an island of them- 
selves. Between one and two o'clock in the 
afternoon, when the most difficult part of the 
journey had been accomplished, we halted at a 
farm belonging to the king of Booss^, for we 
were all excessively fatigued. Here we were 
regaled with parched corn and water, and refreshed 
ourselves further with an hour's rest ; and we again 
set forward with renewed spirits and additional 
cheerftilness, and about sunset entered a pleasant 
little village, encompassed with flourishing plan- 
tations ^frbrn and yams, which was situated near 
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Mount George the Fourth* We slept here, and be* 
fore we retired to rest we made an unsuccessful at* 
tempt to procure provisions for our famishing at- 
tendants, yet they had wisdom enough not to forget 
themselves, for they had recourse to their old expe- 
dient of pilfering Indian com in the night time ^ 
and though a watch was kept by the inhabitants, 
who suspected th^r intentions, yet they escaped de- 
tection, fires were made in our hut, which was 
very large, with branches of trees and a large trunk, 
and around these sat our men dressing and eating 
their ill-gotten food till morning. In the course 
of the day's journey we observed traces of liona 
and elephants. The latter animals infest the 
woods between Booss^ and Wowow in incredible 
numbers, and by the impressions of their feet oa 
^e pathway, their size must be prodigious. 

Thursday^ August I2th. — As soon as it was 
day, we were again on horseback, and after a 
very pleasant ride over an excellent footway of 
somewhat less than twelve miles, we entered the 
city of Wowow through the western entrance* 
Here we found ourselves on the race- course, and 
by desire we gallc^ed swiftly towards the king's 
residence, and fired off a couple of pistols as a 
signal of our arrival. He presently came out 
to see us; but as the messenger from Boossib 
was not at hand, and as it is the custom never 
to enter into any kind of conversci|ion with* 
out him, the old chief awaited his coming with 
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much patience for more than half an hour, nor 
could we approach him during that time. In- 
deed no foreigner is permitted to do so, what- 
ever may be his rank, unless in presence of the 
representative of the chief from whom he last 
came. A number of well-dressed mallams walked 
before the king on his coming out, and a man 
bearing on his shoulder a heavy sword came 
after them ; and last of all followed a long train 
of his wives and children, who squatted themselves 
on the ground and filled up the door-way. In 
the wnU on each side of the entrance of the town 
is a large niche, in one of which the king stood 
fixed and motionless, with his hands clasped under 
his tobe, and supported on his bosom ; and round a 
pole which had been placed erect in the other 
niche, a naked youth had entwined his legs, remain- 
ing in breathless anxiety to be a spectator of the ap- 
proaching interview. No two human beings ever 
bore a more striking resemblance to statues than 
these; the deception was indeed complete. For 
ourselves, we had sent our horses to graze, and 
sat about a dozen paces from the door-way under 
a large tree ; the mallams were sprawling on the 
earth between the king and us ; and at a respect- 
ful distance on each side, groups of the inhabi- 
tants had assembled to gratify their curiosity. 

While the king remained in the above position 
without moving a single muscle, and which lasted 
till our messenger had made his appearance, a sing- 
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iDg- woman drew near the person of her sovereign, 
and began to exercise her vocation in a tone of 
voice that displayed anything but sweetness or 
melody, and so loud and shrill as to frighten 
away the birds from the trees near the spot. 
After this salutation she fell on her knees, and 
repeatedly threw handfnls of earth over her left 
shoulder down her back, &c* The Boossk mes- 
senger who had been so anxiously expected, at 
length arrived, and the spell which had bound 
every one to the spot was dissolved in a moment. 
We were then conducted to the king, and for- 
mally introduced to him ; but the grave, eccentric 
old man shook hands with us without taking them 
from the tobe in which they had been enveloped, 
or even condescending to look in our faces, for 
he never makes it a practice to raise his head 
above a certain height; fearing he should dis- 
cover the person to whom he may be conversing 
gazing full in his countenance, to which he has a 
very strange but unconquerable antipathy. The 
interview lasted but a moment, and we were hastily 
conducted to the house which was occupied by the 
late Captain Clapperton ; and here we were soon 
visited by a number of the principal people of the 
city. In the course of the morning we received a 
quantity of eggs, milk, yams, and a. fat sheep, as 
a present from the king. 

VOL. It. i 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Horse-racing atWowow on the Mahomedan Sabbath — In- 
dignation of the King of Wowow against the Kmg of 
Ki4ma — ReKgious Procession of Females — Policy of the 
Kii^ of Wowow — ^Riduurd Lasder taken iH — leaiws lii» 
broCher at Wowow, and leturms to Boosa^ — ^Narrative off 
John Lander— The Blessiug of the Priestess — Rehgiooa 
Sects — ^Their Creeds and Ideas of a Future State — ^Fime- 
ral and Marriage Ceremonies — Park's Books — ^the States 
of Borgoo — ^Ihe last of Park's eflfects — Farewell to the 
King of Wowow — Departure — ^Village — Apprdiensions 
of the Natlres-;-the Tra¥«lkrs meet at Booss^ 

Friday^ Avgtut l^A. — ^To-day is the Maba- 
medan Sabbalh, which is constantly kept as a 
holiday by the inhabitants for public recreations 
and festivities. The king's musicians were engaged 
in playbg a very few simple airs during the 
whole of &e morning* For native music it was 
certainly excellent; elsewhere we have heard 
nothing equal to it, not even at Katunga, £jh 
tola, or Y^oorie. Booss^ seems to have little 
music, and few amusements of any kind — no city 
is so dull and lifeless as that. In the evening, the 
weekly horse -racing commenced by a . run of 
eight or ten ponies, as handsome as they were 
swift, ai^d the competition between them was 
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moat spadledL it was sot till after thu eonlest 
had been oonelud^ tiuit the king made kt» 
s^pearaace at the kMrer aid of the race-course ; 
aad from thenee h» rode slowly towsi^ the start- 
iag-fdaee, preceded by singing and dancmg 
women, who bawled and capered bdbre him. 
When he came iq[^ to it be was saluted with a 
report from a few g«is amd pistols. The king- 
was more appropriately at^red, or rather h» 
clothes seemed to sit more easily and gracefully' 
on his perscH^ ^n those of any other prmce we 
hare seen. His horse was gaily, if not richly" 
d^parisooed; it was at noble beast, and both herse 
and rider looked extren^ly wdl. As he passed v» 
he neither turned his head aside nor even honoured 
us with a dngle glance, from a desire to make aik 
impresuon on our minds by pomp and show, per- 
haps he thought it would have been degrading ta 
haye given us a familiar look. 

The weather was not so fEmmrable as could 
have been wished ; and to thb circumstance was 
dwmg the few horses, comparatively speaking, 
v^hich had been brought to the sport. The 
horses were rode cMefly by little boys, one of 
whom was the king's son : when they galloped 
past their sovereign, they invariably doffed their 
caps as a mark of respect. This race was by 
rio means so well contested as the fc»rmer, and 
ilideed was unworthy oi the name ; and as sooa 
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as it was over, the king returned io Hs residence^ 
and his example was presently followed by the 
prince and the other part of his household. But 
all these were obliged to returA by a different 
path, because it is against the rules of etiquette 
for any one of the natives to attend the footsteps 
of his sovereign on the celebration of any public 
amusement. After their departure the music 
ceased, and terminated the entertainments of the 
day. 

The king's head drummer, a little Nouffie man» 
came to see us this afternoon ; he informed us that 
he was one of the followers of prince Ederesa, 
and had fled hither,, with a host of fellow-fugitives, 
from the resentment of the successful Magia and 
his allies, the Falktahs. The other day, his emi** 
grant companions divided themselves into two un* 
equal parties : the weaker left Wowow to join the 
standard of the Magla, and the stronger that of 
his brother Ederesa ; the drummer however had 
preferred to remain behind and serve the king in 
his present capacity. He stated, in answer to our 
inquiries, that the Tshadda (Shary) flows into the 
Niger at Funda, and a regular intercourse is kept 
up with the natives on its banks, for the purposes of 
trade, by means of very large canoes. The sheikh, 
he said, resided very near the Tshadda^ which, in 
Bomou, spreads into a large body of water. He 
forther informed us, that canoes, capable of con* 
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taining five hundred men in each, and having 
> thatched houses' in them, are taken to Binnie 
(Benin), with great quantities of cotton cloths, 
&c, hy his countrymen, who sell them to the na- 
tivel ; and that Funda is very near the salt water; 
yet the drummer appears to know nothing of any 
river which runs to Bomou. 

This morning, I carried the few things, which 
we had brought from Boossa for that purpose, 
to the king. The monarch appeared well pleased 
and cheerful, and expressed himself perfectly 
satisfied with the present, though in a few mi- 
nutes afterwards he despatched a messenger to 
inquire if we had not brought any coral beads 
with us from England. The articles forming the 
present consisted of two pair of silver bracelets, a 
piece of coarse muslin, sufficient for a couple of 
turbans, a tobacco-pipe, two razors, a new gilt 
button, two small and inferior looking-glasses, a 
clasp knife, a pair of scissors, and two combs. 
In compliance with my Request, the king informed 
me, that he would sell us a canoe with the greatest 
pleasure. He was convinced, he said, that we 
should return in safety to our country by way of 
the Niger, which did not contain a single rock 
from Ingudzhilligee to Funda. He had heard 
of the refusal of the prince of Kiama to send 
tis by the road of Wowow to his friend the 
king of Booss^, and his recommending us a path 
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liirougH a dreary wilderBets, wUdi liad caused Hie 
destruotion of all oar liorses, and m which we wit- 
selves had narrowly escaped with life. He had 
fek for 116 in that aituatbn, and h» heart had been 
tooched with grief at the remtal of oar misfo^- 
:jUme8. After the vains ahoidd be over, he was 
determined to resent the affront which Imd been 
Ihu8 offered him by the ruier of K^ima, and make 
han repent his cmelly. it had been his inten- 
tion, he continued, to despatdi a body of sc^ 
diers for the purpose of escorting us to his city in 
a handsome and becoming maimer, but he had 
he&i detent ircnn his purpose by Ihe infonBatkn 
which he had received of our having plenty of 
^ns and ammunition with us, which he feared we 
might have employed against the ^coirt, under the 
mistaken opinion of its being a band of robben. 
He rejoiced, however, to see us, became it would 
convince his neighbours Ihat^e white men Bei^ier 
disliked nor despised him. ' I am now infiniteiy 
happy,' lie concluded, * for sorely I could not have 
left the wc»rld in peace if you had departed from 
the country without having visited the old king of 
Wowow.* When ^s long ex{danatiaa was cob- 
ckded, I was permitted to take my leave. Gkms 
were subsequently Sred off in com^iment of our 
arrival ; and the king and his wives, elated with 
joy, passed the day in dancing, laugiung, and 
.singing. . * 
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hk the eveifflig, sbt^bI df thetr dsagbters fa- 
"^roufed ns with a Tint ; and after their departure 
Ibe monarch's broths and fak friend came to pay 
us tiie oomj^mients <^ the daj, and salote ub 
In the country fashion. The ttvoikin tuUikee 
<kmg'B Mend) is a Tery important and infiaential 
personage in Borgoo and other conntriet, and in 
'point of ranic is considaied &.e second man in th^ 
empire. He transacts all the poMtc bminess for the 
king when Ac latter is incapable of attending to 
it, from indiq>08idon or my other accidental cause. 

Saturday^ Augud 14fA.'— Ye^rday morning 
& messenger was despatched in haste to Ingvft- 
-zhilligee, which is a town and fl»ry on the banks 
lof the Niger, where the king's boats ate kept, 
to ascertain if a large canoe can be i^ppropriated 
lo our use, widiout interfering with or inter- 
Tupting the basiness of the fmry. He returned 
at a ItAe hour last night, so that we had no oppor- 
tunity of iq)eakmg to him ; but this mommg he 
inlbnned ub, that we shall be able to ha^e the best 
and most commocUous canoe in the place, because 
a new canoe had ^rery recentiy been made for the 
ierry, on account of the old one, which has sinofe 
l>een recovered, having drifted down the riv^tf. 
Ano^r individual was sent by die Idng this mor»- 
ing to setde the business about the purchase* 
money, but he is not expected to return from 
Ingn&sh^gee till to-mprrow. 
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This day a long and gay procession, foimed by 
the female followers of the ancient religion of the 
country, passed through the town, walking and 
dancing alternately, with large spreading branch^ 
of trees in their hands. The priestess, at the time 
we saw her, had just swallowed fetish-water, and 
was carried on the shoulders of one of the de« 
votees, who was assisted by two female com* 
panions, supporting the trembling hands and arms 
of tlieir mistress. Her body was convulsed all 
over, and her features shockingly distorted, whilst 
she stared wildly and vacantly on the troop of 
enthusiasts and other objects which surrounded 
her. The priestess, was then believed to be pos- 
sessed with a demon ; indeed, to us they all ap- 
peared to be so, for not one of them seemed in 
their sober senses, so indescribably fantastic 
were their actions, and so unseemly did they de- 
port Aemselves. A younger woman was likewise 
borne on the shoulders of a friend, and carried 
"along in the same manner as her mistress but she 
was by no means so uncouth a figure, nor was 
her agitation so great as that of the priestess, by 
whom she was preceded. The whole of the wo« 
men forming this strange procession might amount 
to between ninety and a hundred ; they were clad 
in their ' holiday best :' their motions were regu- 
lated at times by the sound of drums and fifes, 
and to this music they joined their wild shrill 
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Toices. They were arranged .in couples, and 
with the branches of trees shaking in the air, 
presented one of the most extraordmary and 
grotesque spectacles that the human mind can 
conceive. 

The king of Wowow is making new roads and 
repairing and widening the old ones leading to 
and from the city* This is the only instance we 
have yet seen wherein even the slightest attention 
has been paid by a chief to the state of the public 
pathway, during the whole of the journey from 
Badkgry to Y^oorie ; and the reason urged by the 
ruler of this place for undertaking the business is 
somewhat singular, though shrewd and just. * If,' 
says he, * an enemy were to come towards my 
gates with a hostile intention, and find the roads 
broken up or overgrown with weeds, would tliey 
not say among themselves, ^^ Oh, this king of 
Wowow is a careless, slothful, cowardly go- 
vernor ; his town contains but few inhabitants, for 
see, the path is green and untrodden by human 
feet ; let us go and attack it, for it will easily fall 
into our bands?" But,' he continued, * should 
they find it of convenient width, smooth, and fre^ 
from grass, they would immediately say, — " Thi^ 
road is trodden by the feet of many people ; th^ 
town must be populous, strong, and flourishing, 
^nd its monarch watchful and brave ; if we ven- 
ture to make an assault, we foresee that we shall 
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be overpowered acsd lixiB ; it is better for as al 
to tixrtk back while wc ace yet undiscovered aod 
imbanaed, l^st some evil h^ upon m wbea it is 
too late to i«^iwit*' * 

Thus the talkative old king argues vt^ his 
peopie, thst they nay ^hmw «£ that lazimess 
whidi » natural to them, cad be aviaiated to iai- 
dus^ aBd labour m ^e common came. 

A greater quanlaty of yams is cultivated in th6 
^inity of Wowow t^an b gro«ra in all the other 
^ittcipaHfies <^ Borgoo put together. It is a 
€<»tnmon qoRtH^m <m the pat^ when the natives 
meet a straiiger, * Wlmt! are you going to Wo^ 
woW to eat yams V AikI the King of Booss^ jo- 
tosely observed to us in parting, * Tiiat after we had 
tasted of 1^ yams of his relati^« he was appre*- 
h^ive we should be inclined to resiain a ioi^er 
period in WowoW duui he bad pvc^sed^ £ot 
that they ^vere a powerful flidneeaest.' 
^ Bice and com are ako ccdtiTBted to an unli^ 
tnited ext^it hero, and two species of beans, so 
that the necessaries of life aie very plentiful and 
cheap. ' Heaping has commenced, aoxl the wet 
reason, k is said, is neady over* All in most 
0ther places, tiuiigo a^ cotton, are yearfy {no- 
iuted at Wowow in almndance^ 

Sunday^ Anguit Ibth, — ^Yesterday, aad tliis 
morning, I was «eised with ^ddiness cC the head 
And other symptows, which we the usual pi«ecufi 
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80X8 of fever m tira couatry. We kad kft out 
medieiBe-ciieit bchiad «t Boow^ and as I was 
appr^ieB»nFe iSksA I dmnoid ke fadd iip in ifais dty, 
if I xexnsaaed i& it longnv my brother -agreed with 
ne ia o|aidoB tiiat it wmM be adviBabie for me to 
leetomwithent d^yto Bootsk, and leave faim ben 
to settle Ae bmhieM Tespeotnig the caaoe, ika 
I tberef(»!e got OB horseback as «ooB as tbe vertigo 
iiad passed away, and watboat stop^g to bid adiea 
to the king, immediately departed on my jooney 
with two attendaiite* My brodier limited me 
afterwards witb the following aeooimt of the events 
which fell under ids own observa^n, during the 
tkne we were a^bsent from each other. 

* A very few minutes after my broker had ^^ 
|)arted :&ora Wowow, tbe prtnoe sent me a yomi^ 
HimUock and a nrnnber. of yams; sad his brother 
lysewiBe presented me W3tb a ya nt it y of milk, 
rbe, and a fatted goat* 

' About mid-day the female worshippers of the 
Vandesit gods, -who have already been ^uded td, 
perfermed a second m3^tical ceiemony, which is 
•enjoined by tb^ religion, aikd afberwards paraded 
ihe streets in the same order as on the former oo^- 
^cesion; When it was over and the jHrooession haA 
^dispersed, without intimating their hitenlion, Seve^ 
Tal of Aem paid me a visit, attended by musicians 
with dromSj dutes^ and guitars, and a great number 
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of little boys and girls. I was sitting in a shed 
outside our hut at the time, with a sheet spread 
before me to keep off the eyes of the curious ; and 
when it was pulled up by the priestess herself, who 
was fantastically dressed in man's appard^ and 
when, with her large rolling eyes, and phrenzied 
countenance and manner, she performed her antics 
before me, uttering at the same time a piercing 
yell, more dismal than a dog's at midnight, I 
started and shuddered a moment, for I was quit^ 
unprepared to witness such an object. But the 
poor enthusiast had no evil intention, for she fell 
idown on her knees, gazed at me with tears in her 
eyes, and with a look of tenderness, held out hex 
hand as a token of friendship, blessed me, and then 
-arose and went out to make room for her principal 
attendants, who shrieked like her, and offered their 
hand in the same manner. Our Booss^ messen- 
ger, and other individuab, who had come in before 
this most singular method of salutation was ended, 
subsequently received the benediction of the de- 
votees, which was bestowed on them by the elder 
of the females. The method of doing it was 
novel and peculiar: in the first place the man 
was placed in a stooping position, the female then 
twisted his left arm, and pulled it over the back 
with all her might ; it was then let go, to the great 
relief of the man ; and she placed both her hands 
on his shoulders, which she pressed down with 
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great energy, muttering between her teeth during 
the time the blessing which he had sought ; but 
this was so inaudible that it couM not be under* 
stood. It was not the woman, said the bystand- 
ers, but a spirit within her that spoke, and that 
influenced her and her companions in all their 
actions. So the people went away confirmed ia 
ibk belief, ai)d quite happy. 

* The religion which these enthusiasts profess, 
and which wad not long since the prevailing reh<» 
gioh of the country, is still held in great reverence 
here ; so much so indeed, that the king's daugh« 
ters were early initiated into its mysteries, and 
invariably attend the celebration of sdl its super* 
^tious rites and ordinances ; in fact the priestess 
herself is one of them. Their parent also is still 
favourable towards the religion of his fathers, 
which is blended with Arab fables and traditions 
(for the Mahomedan creed in its purity is unknowu 
here), and these form the foundation and super* 
structure of his faith* 

* The priestess and her followers believe in the 
existence of a God, and a heaven wherein he 
resides; that this glorious and almighty Being 
superintends the destinies of man in this life, and 
in a future one rewards or punishes him according 
to his deserts. Yet of a hell or a place of eternal 
torment they have no idea whatever. The souls 
of good men, say they, are translated into a tran* 
quil, happy, and beautiful region, wherein but one 
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monkey is pemitted to reskie^ mid where tbey 
iemai» for ever ; wheieaft ^e wtde^, bcfooe they 
oim be alionped to paitieipetB in so modi MkaiEf 
and enjoyment^ aie feieeA lo endnrer son^r, 
pain^ and pimisknieiit :• — a rmae^ of toxtnrea is m 
store for thein^ aoeh as soonrging^and he^imgy tiil 
it is- conaldend snffici^ifc punisfamen^ has been i&* 
fiicted for their misdeeds, when they are exah&L 
to a happier sitafea of beiBg. 

* OdierSy who waiter between the MahomedfeOL 
religion and the amcient &kh^ bdlieve that al the 
end of the world a voice will soisnd iram heaven 
to imvite all black men to the worM of Uisa, but 
that these will be too nxnch nneoncemed and too 
lazy to embrace the f^&c — a seeosd Ymc& will 
th^i proclaim the same invitation to \riute men, 
who will spring up wi;^ alacrity and transport, 
aoxd enter the celestial regions be&fe liiem wi& 
books in theii hands. They pcofas to beMeve 
idso tha^ two men were origiiudly created, one 
black and the other white, from whom tiie wlu>le 
worid IS descended. 

^ The professors oi the ai»ieni aapersftidon sacri^ 
fke a bullock, a sheq>, or a black goat to theic 
(fivinities, iHit they shudder at the very idea of a 
human offmng. Instead of agreeing with us 
that the worid will be destroyed by fire, they sup* 
pose thait its Divme Maker will roll it up like & 
parchment scroll, and put k i^ie for a future 
oceasion. 
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' 'It issomemrkatfeounrkalbletkatmHiiinsa the 
people have at teaditioii that the name of chit great 
&rd^ither was Adam (pro«>«Bced esactljr in the 
same nnanaer as we pn»o«ice ^ wofil). ^^ 
Adamy in the fame langioge, sigii^es an objeet 
when obsesred indistinetty at a datanee^ bearing 
the least lesemUance to a nan^ The SM^^hcr of 
the human face is called Ameeimtooy m Hswssa. 

* MoTtday^ AuguU l&h. — ^The moreiespeetable 
dasses oi society in Wowow and Bo<»8&, aftetf 
^eir decerae, aie bvried in the 3rard of the house 
in which ^y resided when alire; whilst the 
peof^ in the common waUss of Hfe are interred in 
a spot of grcKind selected fof the purpose in » 
thkk wood, which is at sooae dist^mce fn»n the 
city, and aiffiw^ng to our own places g£ burial. 
The £dends c^ the former, as soon as they are 
made acquaiirted with his dissolution, resort to hi» 
hoirae, and make kmentation fsm hkn for the space 
of seven ^ys, weamng during that period thehr 
very worst apparel. But the relatiyes of a poor 
man attend his remains to the burying ground, and 
abide in the wood till their grief is assuaged and 
the time of mourning expred. 

' Marriage among free people is exceedingly 
simple, and is attended with little mir& or festive 
XGcresaiiaxi of any kind The intended husband is 
allowed to have nothing to do in the affair, though 
it concerns him so nearly, apd the parents of the 
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girl are equally out of the questiouc When the 
parties become attached to each other, the female- 
goes immediately to acquaint her grandmother of 
the circumstance, and coaxes the old woman to 
give her consent for her to live henceforward witk 
her suitor, for she alone has the power of giving 
the maiden away. If it happens, however, that 
she has no grandmother, the girl is at liberty to 
act as she pleases. Several days are always 
allowed for the old woman to reflect and ponder 
over the whole matter in her mind ; and this in* 
terval is generally embraced by the man ia 
making her trifling presents, and doing her other 
little acts of kindness, in the hope of gaining 
her over to his interests. When a free man forms 
an affection for a female who is a slave, and he 
has money sufficient for the purpose, he goes to 
her master, whoever he may be, unbosoms his 
mind to him, and informs him of his intention of 
taking the woman to wife, if he will give him per- 
mission. Should the owner of the girl approve of 
the connexion, the* suitor pays him twenty thou- 
sand cowries for his consent to the match, though 
a smaller sum is oftentimes offered and accepted ; 
and the objei^t of his affections from that time 
becomes hh spoutae. Yet the children which she 
may bear him cannot be retained by the father, 
but arc considered the exclusive property of the 
wife's master, who lays claim to them and takes. 
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ihem away as soon as they are able to run about 
Nor does the marriage ceremony break the bonds 
of the woman's slavery, for she is liable to be 
called upon whenever the master thinks proper, 
when she is obliged to serve him in the same 
manner as if she had remained in a single state. 
The union of slaves amongst each other depends 
entirely upon the will and pleasure of their owners. 

' A man is at liberty to return his wife to her 
parents at any time, and without adducing any 
reason for his dislike and dissatisfaction. When 
this is his intention, he treats his spouse with dis- 
respect and unkindness, which she soon under- 
stands the meaning of, and of her own accord she 
goes back to her friends, and tells them of what 
has occurred. These subsequently repair in a 
body to the husband's house, and question him in 
a formal manner whether it is his desire that his 
wife should continue to abide with them. If so, 
the connexion is forthwith dissolved, and she is 
again considered in the light of an unmarried 
woman. The children (if any) the mother is by 
no means permitted to take along with her, bi^t 
they are left behind with their father, who deli- 
vers them over to the care of his other women. 

' The king of Wowow daily inquires after my 
health, and sends me a quantity of yams, milk, and 
eggs, every morning. Although this old chief 
has received a present infinitely smaller than we 
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hxfe gtren any other ruler, yet lii« tfeataeftt of ui 
has been ihore gonavous thtm that of all of them 
together. His brother, also, and one or two oth^ 
jpespectable individuals, have been equally kind» 
and have endeavoured all in their power to rett- 
^cr our stay among them perfectly agreeabld* 
They expect nothing m return for their hospitality^ 
•for we have nothing but a few nee^es to offer 
them, and we have told them so again and again 
«— nevertheless their attention and kindness do m^ 
diminish. 

* Tuesday J August I7ih. — I was taken extremely 
nnwell this morning with an indescribable and 
very unpleasant sensation in the head^ whick 
made me so lifeless and stupid that I could scarc^ 
keep my eyes open for the remainder of the day, 
and obliged me to Ke on my mat tfll evening, 
ivhere I dozed away the hours more uncomfortably 
than I can describe, ft is very remarkable that 
hitherto in the evening precedingthe day on which 
"we have been taken ill we have ever been sur- 
prisingly brisk and Kvely, with an unnatural flow 
of spirits ; and we are so well aware of thb that 
we always anticipate what is sure to follow, when 
we find ourselves in l^iis merry mood, namely, an 
attack of illness on the ensuing morning. 

* The messenger sent by the fcmg to procure 
us a canoe is not yet returned from Ingu&zhittigee; 
smother was despatched after hhn yesterday, and 
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4liis i3Mnmmg a third, it ir sdd, ku left the to^ 
cm the a^mte ersasid; so at leftst peofde have 
,kifonned tw. The object of the first of these men 
ift not coBfined to hh visiting the ferr^r ; but if he 
eould not meet with a canoe to his satisfieu^tion 
ihere, he has been ^shred to proceed fiuther down 
the Quorra wa^ he ahoukl see one that would 
.answer our purpose. He is ako to examine and 
yep<^ the appearance of a reefofrockg like that 
at Boo^aa^ tokieh runs across the river below 
Ingwz&iUigee*y and collect monies and duties 
owing to his master. It is therefore not much to 
,ie wonieBed at that he is not yet retuned to Wo? 
.wow« In the evening one of our men arrived 
from my brother at Booss^ ; he informed me by 
letter of his convalescence, and of his ktention 
of returning to this city yesterday, which how* 
ever had been frustrated by desire of tlie king. 
JPhe letter stated forther that the Midiki would 
settle with her brother, the prince of Wowow, 
lor the canoe which he has promised to sell us ; 
and therefore that I was at liberty to take my 
leave of him whenever I might think proper. 
Also m the evening I received an intinuition from 
the king to remain in the dty till his messenger, 
who is houriy expected, shall have letumed from 
the bai^s of the JSoger. Indeed it is more than 
tmm^ely, if my ptesei^ indbposition ceo^nue, tiiat 
* Thejuunfi i«Co«»e in th«siap. 
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I shall be able to undergo tlie fatigues of a 
journey to Booss^, for a day or two at least; so 
that this restraint of the King I shall scarcely feeL 
* Wednesday^ August ISth.—My curiosity has 
again been highly and perhaps painfully excited 
by hearing to-day that a certain man in the town 
was knoWn to have had in his possession several 
books which he had picked up from the Niger at 
the period of Mr. Park's dissolution. As soon as 
I had learnt this I instantly sent to the man's 
house to ascertain the truth or falsehood of the 

• rumour, but he happened to. be from home, and it 
was not till night, after his return from the bush, 
that I heard with disappointment and sorrow that 
the report was indeed well founded, but that the 
books had all been recently destroyed. The man 
said he had shown them to the Arabs who were in 

• the habit of visiting the town, but they could not 
understand the language in which they were writ- 
ten, and merely conjectured that their contents 
related to money matters, and were therefore of 
no kind of use whatever to any one. Yet not- 
withstanding their uselessness the man is reported 
to have kept the books carefully concealed in his 
house till the arrival of Captain Clapperton at 
Wowow, but when he found that this officer 
made no inquiries for such books, he neglected to 
pay any furdier attention to them, and they were 
destroyed shortly after ; or, to use his own words, 
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ttey ** dropped or fell to pieces." By the descrip. 
tion which has heen given of one of the books . 
alluded to, I:am inclined to believe that it must, 
have been either Mr. Park's journal, or a book of, 
manuscripts . of some sprt. Thus have all our. 
inquiries for the recovery of the lost papers of this 
traveller ended in disappointment: even when we 
had made almost sure of them, and our feelings . 
excited to. their, highest pitch on more than one . 
occasion, we have felt all the bitterness of hope ; 
suddenly extinguished. 
. ' A number of visiters has called to see me to- * 
day ; but owing to my indisposition I have been 
unable to remain in a sitting posture longer than, 
a very few minutes at a time, and therefore these, 
visits have been agreeably short. 

' Thursday, Avgust I9th. — I have learned with, 
some surprise to-day, that Boossk and Wowow are , 
not considered as being in the empire of Borgoo> 
but that they actually form a separate and distinct > 
country, where a different language is spoken, and 
different manners prevail. The principality of 
Kikma, however, is included by^ the natives in the 
former country, but owing to the long- continued 
atid unceasing intercourse which has been, main-- 
tained between it and Booss^, &c., the original 
Borgoo language has given place to the Booss^, 
and Wowow tongue ; and the customs and amuse-, 
ments of the people, likewise bear at tliis time so 
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great a similarity to tiime of their neiglibovurs, as • 
not to be distinganhed firoin thenu Yet a stranger . 
can scarcely fail to remaik a surpri«ng diffeienoe' 
between the demeanour of the more rei^Bectal)le 
inhabitants of Kikma, aad 1^ behavknir of the 
same class of people at Boo8s& and Wowow. 
The former are bold, haughty, ierce, and rapa-* 
cious, the latter are mild, humble, and sedate ;— tiie 
farmer are held in no better light by mercfaantft: 
and traders, than a band of robbers,«*-«^zea8tiw. 
latter are respected everywhere, and held in highc 
reputation for lionesty, ^fAegnty-^ and honour, 
idkma, it is sakl, fom^riy paid a tax to tlie king 
of Niki, but now it has sworn allegiamce to the. 
fMiOahs. 

' The following is a statement 43f the n^Eiet/ 
of the different states, which foim the extensive 
country called Borgoo. The monarch *of Ntki« 
aa a title ^ef distincticm and eminence, is styled 
" King or Sultan of Boi^oo," viz. : — 

1. Nila 4. Sandero 7« Loogot 

2. Bwy &. Kiqgkft 8. Pundi 
<3. Ki&ma 6. Kor^oo. 

* These follow in the "order of the importance 
in which iiiey toe held by the pec^a Niki pays 
a small tribute to the Idng of Boossltas an ae-; 
knowledgment of Ms superiority; Wowow doe« 
the same, ** because," said an intelligent man of 
that city, ^^ in 1^ beginning of the worid the. 
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Ahoig^ 8^ppoitt4ed Mstfneeiitor monarck of tile 
vfaole of wostem Mrioa." Tlie pMsent king «f 
Booesk is» notwitkalandiiig, too feeble to ettlbnoer 
payment of thb tribute : it wiift origiiwlly offered 
i^okuitari]y, and it kas been cotttintted by courtesy: 
to tke present tkaei thottgh Niki and WowiJW 
begin to be indifferent abouttke matter. 

^ The relative pos&ion of tke five first states oC 
Borgoo witk respect to eack other, may be thus 
expressed: the letters N, W, S, E, .radkating tka 
posatknis of t^ four cardinal pcunts of ^coh** 

pai8S» 

Budyw 

N. 

Kingka W.— Niki~-£. Kiama. 

S. 

* Ntki h seven days' jonmey neai^ west of 
Wowow, and the four states surrovindiiig it ai 
above, are each three days' journey from It In 
Ibe direction in which they are placed. 

* Korc^eoo is sixte^ days' journey west of 
Wowow. 

* Loogoo twenty xiays' journey south-^est <tf 
Wowow. 

* Fundi twenty days' west of Wowow. 

* It is, however, hardly possible fbr a native of 
Wowow to give the exact situatwHA of a cduntr^ 
temote from his own, when it is oonsideved thatlM 
kas neither a compasS) nor indeed any instrmnenft 
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whatever to assist him in his observations, the 
sun alone being his guide in such cases. It is 
therefore likely enough that the individuals who 
furnished me with the preceding information might 
have erred, perhaps, as much as two or three 
points of the compass ; and consequently, it would 
be better, instead of east, west, north, &c., to read 
easterly, westerly, northerly, &c. 

' Niki is the largest and most powerful of the 
Borgoo states. . Its capital, which is extremely 
populous, is of the same name, and though un- 
walled, it is of immense extent, and said to be of 
equal size to the city of Yaoorie. Its monarch 
has a thousand horses, which are all his private 
property, and he is, in other respects, wealthy and 
affluent. His soldiers, who form a good part of 
the population of the capital, are reputed to be 
brave, bold, and enterprising men ; those on foot 
have one side of the head shaved to distinguish 
them from their fellow- subjects. These are like 
the " half- heads" of the king of Dahomey. Niki 
is almost the only country in the west, against 
which the Faldtahs have not yet dared " to lift 
the spear." 

* There is reported to be not less than seventy 
considerable and important towns dependent on 
the state of Niki, all of which have several 
smaller towns and villages under their control 
and management. The chiefs of jeach of these 
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large towns present to* their sovereign, once in 
their lifetime, a young and pretty woman to be 
his wife, by which means his seraglio is always 
kept full. Yet, if the girl fail to win the affec- 
tions of the king, and she be hot liked, or if, after 
she becomes his mistress, any fault is found with 
her, or any personal blemish or defect^ she is 
instantly dismissed, and the chief of the town 
from whom she had been received, is obliged to 
supply her place by sending another girl. This 
is an odd and singular kind of tribute, but it is 
slight, and the inhabitants of the *' seventy" pay no 
other. The next state in rank, extent, and import-' 
ance to Niki, and the great rival to that country, 
is Buoy, which, like the former, has seventy 
towns of much consequence, that acknowledge its 
supremacy, and pay a tax of ladies to the monarch 
in something the same manner as their neigh- 
bours of Niki. There is great plenty of horses in 
the state of Buoy, and in Sandero ; but the states 
of Kinghtty Loogoo, and Korokoo, are destitute 
of a'single animal of this description. With the 
exception of Loogoo, these latter states are said to 
be excessively poor, and their inhabitants to live 
in a pitiable state of penury and wretchedness^ 
but the people of Loogoo have the necessaries of 
life in greater abundance, and they are enriched 
by the thousands of merchants who trade to Gonja 
for the goora nut, &c., and who pass annually 
through their country. Their chief, or king, is the 
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most o|>ulieni ruler ia tiM wkole of Bdrgoo, 
having oblaiiied by tiiis metns more moaey Uuuir 
the monardi of Niki m Buoy ev«r liad in 1^ 
possession. Fundi was «i use time a depe&deiu^ 
of Niki, Imt tiie natives kwe xecently tfarowm off 
the yoke, aad fovtned t^maeives into an inde- 
pendent power; but with the aoq^ittoa oi thw 
liberty they eoon lost the ittdeeease of riight aad 
^vrong wiiioh they once had,> aad having ma 
leader fat whom they cared, and ao law which 
they obeyed,, they tlnrew off: aU manner of re^ 
etraint, and from robbtag leach other, they 
turned to {dundettng the pnqiefty of their nei|^ 
boors, and waylaying «very un|)rotected sUnager 
or traveller thai had oceaatoa to paes tiuroagk 
their country. The san^ layndy^ otttcageoua^ 
and turhalent ^int, and desperate conduct preva^ 
anKmg the aativeB of) Riadi to the present time; 
aad similar acts of rapacity and violence are con* 
taunmated by them erary day.,so that their country: 
is dreaded aad shunned by every one acquainted 
^th their charact^ »id habits. Even among" 
their bad n^hbours, these people are regarded 
as the worst in the world; butp^aps Ihe feaia. 
of strangers aad enemies cause theia to misrepre^ 
Bent and exaggerate the depnu^d maaiiers of the 
people of PunoU. 

' This evaun^, the king's j'irs^ messenger re* 
turned from IngulzhilHgee, and has succeeded ia 
obtaining alarge iwwcaaoe for our use, which it A 
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nttkdf^tstood vnXk be 9eiit up Ihe wer to S^esalt' 
m soon «9 tke qa&&i %tuiil hvfe paid thepiirclMne*- 
money to b«rWther> the chief of Wowow. We 
had much rather bargaiIi^fof k ourselves, but the 
desires of ^ me^dli&g l^diki are imperious^ and 
it would not be prudent <» oar part to bidk hes 
wahes.— Very unwell all day. 
' * Fridaf^ August SO^A.— The widow Zuaa has 
left a son at Wowow, who is about thirty years of 
aget Biid is sul^Bred to reside hew OBly because 
be is at vamiioe with his captious* motheiv and 
disappfovee and condemns all her aeas«re8« IMn 
young man has betm a constant daily visiter to ms^ 
smd brings me ooc^ioai^ly a dish of peattded yam 
jQid paln>-oil» a fewgoom nuts, or some such tdfie^ 
At our reipiest he has busied himself sttTprisin^y 
in endeavoioing to procure iaformation respecting 
the papers of Mr. Park. Though nearly blinds 
Abba (for that is his name) is a handsome w&A^ 
intelligent young man^ of an equable tempor, and: 
of a mild, modest, sud amiable disposition, whielL 
has rendered him a great favourite wil^ VA* 
iVom the information with which he has supplied. 
M8^ we learn that the late King of Wowow^ wha 
was father to the present ruler, became possessed 
ctf much of Mr* Park's property, amongst which 
vas a great <]uantity of guns and ammmiitionij 
particulariy musket balls, which we have seen« 
Before this monarch's dissolu^n, be left them to. 
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be divided amongst his sons; Abba ascertained' 
yesterday that a large fat woman, belonging to the 
king, had a great pillow which her deceased bus- - 
band had snatched, amongst other things, from the 
Niger, near Bbossli, and with which he had fled' 
to Wowow, where he continued to reside till his 
death. This pillow, as it is called, had perhaps' 
been used for a seat, for it was ' covered with 
bullock's hide, and strengthened by ribs of iron ; 
but the covering having been worn into holes 
with age and use, it was yesterday pulled to 
pieces by its owner, who found it to be stuffed with* 
rags and cloth cut into small bits. In the 
centre of the pillow, however, to the woman's 
surprise, she discovered a little bag of striped 
satin, and feeling something like a book, as she 
says withm it, she was afraid to open it 
herself, but presently sent word to Abba of the' 
circumstance, who forthwith came and imparted 
it to me, bringing the little bag along with him. 
On opening it I found a little iron frame, round* 
which had been wound, with much ingenuity and 
care, a great quantity of cotton thread, which 
encompassed it perhaps riot less than ten thousand 
times ; and in consequence of its entangled state, 
it was provokingly troublesome to take off. Affixed* 
to the little iron instrument, which is said to' be a 
child's handcuff of foreign manufacture, and under- 
neath the cotton, was an old manuscript, wliich 
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according to Abba's opinion is a native charni. 
But as I mistrusted his knowledge of the Arabic 
language, and doubted his ability to give a proper 
interpretation of the contents of the paper, in my 
own judgment, I was induced to believe it to be 
neither more nor less than a charm of some kind. 
Therefore, I purchased the manuscript, because it 
might be of greater consequence than I imagined, 
and becaiise the bag in which it had been enveloped 
was of European satin, and the ink with which it 
had been written very different from that which is 
used by the Arabs, resembling our own so closely, 
that the difference in the colour of both cannot be 
distinguished. We were advised by no means to 
intimate to the king the nature of Abba's in- 
quiries, for the people are all afraid of him, and 
declare that if he knew of any individual that had 
secreted ever so trifling a part of Mr. Park's 
property, he would be beheaded without mercy. 

' I felt considerably better this morning, and 
therefore determined to remain no longer in Wo- 
wovv, but to leave as soon as my horse should be 
got ready. Accordingly I went to the king to 
pay my respects and take my farewell of him be- 
fore my departure. I expressed my acknow- 
ledgments for the good reception and generous 
hospitality my brother and I had experienced from 
him and his subjects, and then requested permis- 
sion to take my leave. But the monarch was un- 
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.wUUng to^ part wkfa «ae do easily, a^d detained hi^ 
in hb ecMnpany rathar loageir thaa I liked» eoor 
versing ou naattcffs foreign to my purpose. I 
related to him, at bia own request, an account qf 
the power, the riches, juad the glory of England^ 
and kept him in an ecstasy and siJent wonder- 
ment for some time. ^^ Is all this true?" said 
the old man to Paskoe, who was at my side* 
*' It is true," answered Paskoe, " for I have seen 
it." " Wonderful people I" said the king. We then 
chatted for a long time ahout other things. The 
canoe, he observed, which he had procured fcnr 
usy was an excellent one; he much admired 4;hie 
appearance of the horse he had often seen me 
.ride, and said that, as that animal could be of no 
service to us on the water, he had no objection to 
exchange his excellent canoe for him ; and if on^ 
shoidd be of greater vahie than the other, he 
would cheerfully give the difference in cowrie9» 
provided we would consent to the same measure 
if the horse was of less value. All this I told 
him was undoubtedly very faur, hut as the Midlki 
herself had i^eed to i^e all the trouble of 
^making the bargain, it was useless on our parts 
^to enter into any arrangements witib him; in* 
deed he was candid enough to tell me so, y<t 
he wished to beguile the time away as well as 
.he CQukl, and he continued the convwsation for 
no other pmjKxse^ whereas I was weary of if > 
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tmd impatienl to be gone, for the sun was ufarefidy 
high, and the day promised to be oppressively 
hot. 

^ Beibie I was suffered to leave him, however, 
he endeaToured with energy to impress upon 
my nund the high sense he entertained of £11- 
ropeans, who were so widely different, lie said, 
from the Arabs ; so wuxh kinder, so much bet- 
ter, so much superior in every way. He loved 
white men of the west, because good fortune wa^ 
always sure to attend their footsteps wherever 
Ih^ went ; all lands whick they had visited had 
been bkssed m ^m ; and he had no doubt that 
after our depavture Wowow would be similarly 
&voured. He would pray to God, therefore, to 
^yrosper us in our undertaking, and he felt assured 
tiiat we should yeach our native country, and he 
should see us at Wowow again before he died* 
Then thanking the old king agam for the various 
fondnesses he had shown us, and likewise for Im 
good wishes, which I returs^sd fourfold, we shook 
hands heartily, and having taken my farewell, I 
Tode outof ^oity. 

* 1^ journey was long and irksome, and the 
weather proved, as we had prognosticated, in- 
expressibly warm; but at three o'clock in the 
aHeivoon we entered and halted for awhile under 
a tree at a rnra) little village enribosomed in 
iMgnifioent trees^ which is peopled with emir 
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grants from Nouffie, and as I was exhausted 
by fatigue, and too unwell to travel further, we 
agreed to tarry here for tlie night. The poor 
harmless villagers, loving quiet and tranquillity 
rather than noise and disturbance, fled some few 
years ago from the persecutions and exactions 
of the Magia, and from all the horrors of a 
civil war, which was ravaging their country like 
a consuming fire, and desolating all the most 
beautiful of her provinces, and sought refuge in 
this peaceful village, which lies in one of the most 
eequestered vallies in the world. They have now 
sons and daughters, who seem to enjoy with 
them the delights of privacy and retirement which 
they had been so solicitous to obtain ; . for here 
these simple blessings are in their fullest perfec- 
tion. They seldom see the face of a stranger, 
because their hamlet is situated at a good dis- 
tance from the road*side, and because the way to 
it from thence is dark, difficult, and lonely ; never- 
theless a traveller sometimes strays to their dwell- 
ings, and when that is the case they receive him 
with hospitality, and endeavour to make him com- 
fortable by kindness. A river flows near the 
village, which is said to be full of fish, and this 
is a source of employment to some of its in- 
habitants, and of advantage to all. The men are 
not only skilful fishermen, but they understand 
husbandry as well as their neighbours ; they culti- 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CI)ap. XL] PBEJUDICSS AGAINST WHITE ICBN. 145 

vdte large quantities of grain, and grow beans, 
indigo, and yams in abundance. They likewise 
keep poultry, and have flocks of sheep and goats : 
so that though their dress be poor and mean, yet 
they are rich as regards the necessaries of life, 
and have the means of enjoying a few of what 
are considered in tliis country as its luxuries^ 

' In the evening, when the sun was going down, 
and when the birds, recovering from the sultry 
hjeat of the day, had begun to warble in the cooU 
ness of evening, the elders of the village assem* 
bled under the spreading branches of a noble 
tree to spend an hour or two in familiar chat, 
in pursuance of their common practice. To pro- 
mote their cheerfulness and assist tlieir convers^a* 
tion, large calabashes of strong home-brewed beer 
were placed by the side of them. Having swallowed 
two or three large draughts, the old men drew 
dose to each other, and the venerable chronicler 
of the hamlet, in an under tone, started a conver- 
sation respecting their guest, the fearful white man 
of the west ; and various and horrible were the con- 
jectures of each on the cannibalism of his country- 
men; their mysterious supernatural powers, and 
their partiality for the blood of black men in par- 
ticular. Their conversation became more serious 
as the beer begun to operate on the old men, and 
as the dusk of evening came on, they drew still 
closer together ; their legs, which had before been 
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stantched mxt axtwLea^ ancl madoifMf at fbU 
len^ontlie grouodrweie noir gMtetei up lakkr 
th^M^; s^d every now and ^eii theiy yentuittd t» 
l(K>k back of«r tkeir skoiddem to sleal argtonee^ai 
me, for I WBt» not; far off, bm das onlj soeorod to 
insjNie tiiem witb gieat^ fftair tha» before. The 
younget natives' were about; tli»-tiae retommg to 
the village fttmi their Qsuai oeo«{MBdon8 bythe liver 
side, Mid in the fields, amd they stopped to jcm the 
cewpany of thoold nten* The klter were almosl^ 
naked , and ^ yomig men and girls were perftc^ 
80, as w«ll as the cliildven* of both sexesy which 
had been atlraeted to the party, and stood listev*^ 
ing to the tales of horror whieh were related^ 
One of our men hadr been* sitting all the vM& 
with them, partaking of their beer, and had- been 
Client till he coneeived it alnvost time to retire^ 
when be endeavoured to undeceive them in* tb*^ 
gard to their opinion of the* unnatural propensities 
of whito men, and to overthrow all the visions of 
bloody adventores which they had imbibed in their 
in^MKcy, and cherished in their old age^ imd which 
had. Uiis evening been strengthened almost to 
Tsalities by my presence, assisted by the effects of 
the beer they had d^nk. But their lovo fbr tfav 
marvellous coidd not so* easily be eradixsated ftoni 
their minds, and they turned a deaf ear to faifr 
renmrks. The children shunned my hut as if it 
ctvatAined a serpent or a^ scorpion, and one or two 
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o# tk^ir. tUt. mtft me by aMUeni, atelted, tfagft 
lorind Mixiously^ eage^,, and ontareatiagly attM: 
f<^» moiiMpil, aif i£ «¥BraHBfr by t«tt>iv and tkeft 
fibneke«fc.aliMnlimilxatt awa^s. 

* Tkfteicbody men of the villagerpec£(mii.iia^iBa»»' 
ner ol wori^. bol csieeve it ^. tbeir dakbren and 
giand-claidreikr ^<> laboair foe them untkoot !•» 
lutfeaneef. The :£mnerIouBg^ away their existenoe 
dkiefly mdef i&er lav§e. tsefr a^ore^ntentionecU 
wiiete they Bayt be ■ceaLat^aUr hears ^ a fine da^». 
sitting in a^gveuipf, tbe v^cy pictare: of indoieaee^ 
eaee, peace,, and eonfort^ and wheve tbcy drnt- 
away the hoora ae tfaongiitksaly as if diey w«re la 
live IB thjr woodd fi» ever*. They hafemoitEovblea,. 
ne diffitt«kie»y amk an eaies to iiim||inil ^leir 
enjoyment. Witii what tranqutttifty and hafipiiieaB 
doea their life^ paaa* awaiy ! How smoothly and 
eeKenely do diey ga d»wn to &e gpnve I 

tfan mGrnbig' o& a cold fowl aid yam^ whieh waa 
lait night sentnss Id^ a blacksraidi; hut we §omA 
itimpessible to leave Uie viikge^ae early as ewM 
have* been wlifaed, owing to a heavy shower whseh 
waa faffing. As- soon as the rain had oeaeed^ we 
set o«t on ocnr journey. Four meAy sent by tJne 
kiwg of Wowow, and three other individnakv 
amongst whom waa his brother, aoeoaspanied u»: 
toBoossi. for eye^waber, which ikfj had induced «s 
ta prtamiae ^m by theiriH^poitankies> asid soiiei^ 
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tations. Another man was in our train, who was 
the bearer of a present from the king of Wowow 
to his sister, the queen of Booss^ This present 
consisted of seven or eight yams, which are just 
the value of double the number of kidney potatoes 
in England ! Thus attended we journeyed to the 
river side, which is only a short distance from the 
village. A large quantity offish had just been in* 
closed, which was announced by loud drumming 
from the fishermen, as a signal to their compa- 
nions at the hamlet to come and assist in securing 
them» The river happened to be rather shallow, 
but it was interspersed with dark projecting rocks, 
that would render it impossible for any one to pro- 
ceed even in a canoe either up or down the stream; 
yet we crossed it with little or no difficulty. 

. ♦ We found the road to be overgrown with rank 
grass and luxuriant vegetation, and so intricate, . 
that we were obliged to travel very slowly, and my 
horse stumbled and fell with me repeatedly. In 
crossing the next river, where there is a ferry, for 
the first time since we have been in Africa, we saw a 
mother beating her child very unmercifully. The 
woman was wild with passion, but we succeeded in 
reconciling her to the object of her cruelty. Between 
eleven and twelve o'clock we came in sight of the 
wals of Boossk ; it was raining, and one of our 
men, wlio had been sent by my brother for that 
purpose, met us on the road with a change of . 
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apparel for myself. I was rejoiced to find my 
brother perfectly recovered from his indisposition, 
and we felt as much pleasure in the meeting as 
friends that had long parted. On my entrance 
he was husily engaged in making preparations for 
our voyage down the Niger. The king of Boossk*s 
messenger is expected here in a day or two, when 
we hope and expect that everything will be settled 
to our satisfaction/ 
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CHAPIXR iXU. 

fieandal of the iNaiirM— Xustf fax a CUuiq6— Defeatg of 
the FaUtahs at Catsheenah and Zaria — Measures of t)|e 
^KJng orBoossd, for the future safety df the TVavellers-— 
'Artifices for ofatstningPresents from them — Preparatioiis 
for Celebrating the Mahomedan "Feitiifiil-^nke^iig^t 
Drummer — The Horse Race, and the King's Speech — ^A 
troublesome Servant — Festivities at BoossH — ^The Eclipse 
—Version of it by the Arab Priests — Effects on the Peo- 
ple — Messengers from Borgoo— Gaffas — Mode of Prepar- 
ing them — Arrival of a Fatakie — The Ashautees* me- 
thod of killing Elephants — ^Married Slaves — ^Their Treat- 
ment — ^Permission for Departure requested — ^El Kanemee 
the Arab — The King assents to the Travellers leaving 
B00SS& — The Messenger from Rabba with the King's 
Son-^Joy of the King of Boossa at his arrival — Opinion 
of his general conduct towards the Travellers. 

Monday^ August 23rd— It was the earnest and 
oft-repeated desire of the chief of Wowow, while 
we resided in his town, that we should return from 
Boossk and spend the approaching holiday with 
him, to which we thought proper to accede ; in- 
deed the old man had behaved so well to us, that 
we did not like to make him an ungrateful return. 
But his sister, the Midlki, is already jealous of her 
brother, because, perhaps, we have given him so 
good a character, and she says that she is appre- 
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faemive he «iay^fiiooiire fera us -vow thm ^e jis 
ifi^lnigifaatJ» should .iiw»:; anitio die has m^t 
•olyittBt iwr hmbandk-Biind AgtiMt lhe3pyamigp» 
tet'Ske h«B HikpfeiwdigiMl ?dQfemeihdie diaraQleri>f 
Jaot broAeK to us tmoat friiamefiiUy:. 

Th]sti6?po8itiv^ihe wcmttaaitiiiilhe ichawi- 

%er4Kf:the.^[irecai, W in olher isspeols she is .an 

■ amial^ good kmd of mmKmtx enou^. In oiere 

^miliaed, or xather hhubb fdybhed roualms, 

amoi^ ^le lOMOMihk fart of madnnd, a naii- 

toflil interchange lof henor^snt dntantions ^fvo- 

iduces.a.Teoiproctty of UBdiiading, jand we wcmld 

ilM>pe that:the ^pfeasnt {of jmsis *£rfim her hrodirr 

aaouM sexcite ^ihe MifllMts nuuoe igenexous and 

-affratumate jaentioaeaals for 'lam. Yet ihis de- 

'MfkcakAe ^yioe of abmd^ is mUanuJ in Afidea ; 

:iihe people all aperis: fll of £ach ofiier, from the 

monarch 4o ike sla\ie. We «faaU now be icom- 

*l>dAad tto remain in fioosa^, tii\ Hae .period aoives 

for our final departun^nm ithe «OMnlr|r. 

^l%is aftchiQoii :the-e0^peeted metsengnr andved 
'limn WowDW^ -with iall:p0wer)loteeid; with Jlie 
MLidIki .f oriihe pur6haae jofour canoe ; and ihoD^ 
nare are<the paslie8fni08t^Q0iii3eEned.in ihis bu^oboss, 
'we lare .allowed io«i^fnolhftng ;at ndl libout it. Wie 
-kave ^ttst ieamt 4hat Ae Ibargain Jias beenoon- 
'funded ; ^we«re :to giae bodh oar horses ftur iiie 
canoe ; and if the king c^ Wowow ahoUkl taxtay 
^Jhe animals ito be jMore ihan ^equiiaalait to the 
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value of the boat, he has promised to send us the 
balance in money (cowries). This is infinitely 
better than we could have done ourselves ; we 
should not have contrived matters half so well, for 
the youngest of the horses we had previously 
made a present of to the king of Boossk, but most 
likely, owing to Paskoe's misrepresentation, or 
misinterpretation, the monarch was not made senr 
sible of the circumstance. The canoe will be s^t 
here in a day or two, when we shall begin to pre- 
pare her for the water without delay. Our men 
have made an attempt to drive the bullock, which 
was given us by the king of Wowow, from that city 
to Booss^, no less than four different times, but 
each time the ungovernable and furious animal has 
broken its ropes, gored the people and returned to 
Wowow. As we have no means of preserving 
its flesh, should we slaughter the bullock before we 
leave, we intend to sell it here, if by any means it 
can be brought into the town. 

Tuesday, Avgust 2Uh. — ^Accounts have reached 
Boossk of the total discomfiture of the Fal&tahs 
in the kingdom of CaUheenah^ where, it is said, 
there has lately been much fighting; and that 
every Fal&tah has been expelled from the city of 
Catsheenah, wliich had been occupied by that sin- 
gular people, ever since the first successes of their 
prophet and general, Danfodio. Doncassk, who 
is the true and legitimate king of H^ussa, has been 
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: solicited to quit Maradie^ wherein he has resided 

.for many years, and invited to return to his an« 

:cient capital 

The reverses of the Faldtahs have not ended 

•here, for the people of the little hut fertile king- 
dom of Zaria, of which Ze^ Zeg is the capital, 

.have also, with the assistance of the Bomouese, 
risen against their conquerors, defeated them in 
two or three engagements, driven out the Faldtahs, 
and returned to the allegiance of their own na- 
tive Prince, who was formerly, and will he again, 
tributary to the sheikh of Bomou. Zaria is not 
in Hkussa, but adjoins that country ; the natives 
.also have a different language from the people of 
Hkussa. It appears that the faith and confidence 
which the Faldtahs had in the prophetic mission of 
. Danfodio, and which infused in them a degree of 
boldness, courage, and impetuosity, which is not 
natural to &eir dispositions, has not been extended 
to Bello, his son and successor, and to this is attri- 
.buted the serious reverses and defeats which they 
have lately experienced ; for though they considered 
themselves invincible, they are constitutionally as 
spiritless and cowardly in war, and as indolent in 
peace, as the original inhabitants* 

The sheikh of Bornou has recently issued a pro- 
clamation, that no slaves from the interior coun- 
tries are to be sent for sale farther west than 
Wowow, so that none will be sent in future from 
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^hmce to tke sea-Mskle. W^e ^ealecrt and me^ 
•prdfita;ble' meakti for ^thvvee is mid «o be at Tks^ 
buctoo, whither their owners at present >^fainspoit 
l^hJamtosellto^he Arobs^ <ivlio^take tbem over the 
idesefts of "fi^sdiara and libja, to resell 4n ike B«^ 
'bary states. An Arab has infofmed v& th«t naay 
tof his 'eeuHtrymcn larade «s ^ 'as Tw^ey m 
'Europe, 'with Iheir elaiFes, ^hefe 'they "disposed 
Aem for two hundred and My^tdkirs^aeh. 

^^^dneaday, Aug. S&^i — We ^patehed one of 
t0efrmen, named Ibrahim,*lhi6 moraHig,'toOouI% 
^with our ^ass, «»d aqoanti^ of needles 4o b€»II» 
Wi3i 4i]in 1;he ln»g'has sent ^a messenger, v/ho ha& 
%een comimssioned te ^isit n^ the towns aioA 
Ullages cm ikie Nouffie side cf the Qiiorra, -as j&ur 
AS the IFalMaih tovm of R&bhaf ^and to requelt 
^eir eldke^ and govemors, m Ae name of the 
Isang'of fioessl^, to silffer us to pass down ^ 
vmr w^hout inquiry or moto8t«tk>n. 

^bba is^repotted to be lour ^ays* journey from 
hence by ^ater, 4ind eeven by - lai^. it % said to 
he A ^^ne handsome tovm, wiiose inhabitants aie 
«ch, fnimepous, and power&d, and that it is em- 
l»ellished aH re«nd with a vast ^juantity t)f graoe6i) 
palm-trees. Indeed, all the ftfdm-oii whiehis^ 
iiBediht}n»o6uiiitry<i8 brau^ inmi thence ; and 
'Suvopean ^8aAt is :brou^ ^hom tcywns a Iktle 
fiwiher down i&e Niger, so that Ratbha cannot be 
a 'gr^ttt way horn ^e «ea. The old Prince of 
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IS^wQw inteadi fidlow^ llie examplfi of tbe 
king <^ 4hi8 place, by despatching a meiseng^ 
rSB iu down tbe y«criba «de of the xiver as he is 
aefuwnted with. ShouM ai^ of Ae chiefs he 
a¥ftSBe to -our tisfdUag hy water through thek 
territ<»ie8, they may haffte it in Uieir power to 
WBiic^ m aiid impe^ our pnogceoi, hut if the 
amemsme dbould pkAse them, Ihey twiU beaUle^ 
jreoder ub the moat essential service. The £al4- 
MhavrnH^ 4he floost-difficiit peofiie io deal with.; 
■tiiey never ajafcove of a foEeigxHar or irtranger of 
4B«ttBoqiieme 'QomiQg into Aeir dominions, unleaa 
ihe eenseiit to Wat 43mx monaick at .Soccattoit. 
We u^nded .paMJag Rabha hy night and sa 
j«r«d lUadiBg with Any ^f its inhabitants ; but 
.now, AS they will reeeixe insfc^Ugenee of the exact 
«p«od of oinr depmctuie ^ron Booss^, and our couf- 
^nqwasA apfooaeh to their toiro* it is useless to 
j&mk of ^shuttoititg Aem. We meyi^ dreamt ,of 
dEequflstiegisuciifa thing from the Jdog,; in fact it 
snot with tOttr ^dded disapprobation; but he 
would not listen to our objections, and ob*^ 
laerved Ibat no :eftmi0ti sfaookl be spared on his 
ifMtt to ennue <our -safety and promote our in- 
iftentiona, wiadi he eould not promise before he 
iud offiei^y aispttbited H^ differentchiefs on the 
Anniks of Hhedmr that itfaei^te men were und^ 
rlii6'protoQFtioEn,;ax)d *hadHBst out underihib auspice^,. 
msai. iheiefiwe iieiioy^ MuiL beMey»d that our pei^ 
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feons would be respected, and our property and 
people held sacred by them all. The messenger 
is net expected to return for a fortnight, for the 
joume?y is long and disagreeable; but whether 
we shall be obliged to wait till he comes back, 
we have not yet ascertained. 

Friday^ August 27th, — ^This forenoon w» sent 
Paskoe's wife to the king for the favour of a little 
Unadulterated salt, because there is such a great 
quantity of ashes and other spurious ingredients 
mixed up with that which is publicly sold in the 
market, that we could never eat it with pleasure. 
Both king and queen embraced the opportunity of 
admiring the shape and beauty of the salt-box, 
and spoke in rapturous terms of the lustre of its 
appearance, and the ingenuity of its contrivance. 
* Alia, how wonderful !' said tiiey ; ' even the most 
trifling articles belonging to the white men are 
fit for the use of the mightiest kings. Alas ! AI1& 
has given them all the glory and riches .of th6 
world, and its knowledge, and left none whatever 
for black men !' 

The king was affected ! He thrust the vessel 
into the pocket of liis tobe, smoothed it down 
with his hand, looked melancholy, and said: 
^ How nicely it fits ! what a beautiful thing ! how 
convenient it would be in travelling.' He then 
took it out again, turned it round and round, 
opened and shut it repeatedly, and then bestowing 
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on it a last commendation, as outrageously as any 
of the former, it was returned to us filled with 
genuine salt. Who could not understand the 
meaning of all this ? Now this handsome salt-cellar 
is of latten, and was formerly a common round 
tinder-box ; and because we had nothing better for 
the purpose, we deprived it of the candlestick on 
its cover a short time ago, and converted it to its 
present use. The tin, moreover, has been burnt 
off from many parts of it, and Paskoe's wife not - 
being an admirer of cleanliness, it has lost much 
of its original brightness. The king's encomiums 
were therefore nothing more than an indirect and 
ingenious solicitation of the article for his own use, 
which was further apparent by desiring the woman 
to relate to us no part of the conversation that 
had passed between them, or in other words, 
that she should tell us every syllable. We could 
not help admiring the delicacy of the king, and 
sent back the tinder-box to him immediately. The 
bearer was rewarded handsomely for her trouble, 
and we received as many thanks as when he ac<^ 
cepted the silver medal and chain which we had 
offered him. 

. It is by such means as this that the chiefs 
and rulers of this country, ashamed of making a 
direct application for anything in our possession 
to which they may have taken a fancy, endea- 
vour to obtain it. If, however, the hint does 
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not sHccesd 'm nuduBg a arable infieaetoiis Ism^ 
delicate meftsures m[» presenile msovted to ; and^. 
when every o^r expedient Mflt they eac^aaide 
die resesve and ba^i^lBeaa wkkh had. hifluf^ 
enced them at firsty and. ex{^!e6at their at^ming 
m. language wMch cannot be nuflnndearateod* la 
this respect the chie& smd governors a«e. aUalik^ 
from Badagiy tot &e metsopelie of Y^curle* 

Tmsdeufi. Awgrni ai«^— A messengi^ wi^ a 
canoe arrived to^ay firom the kiag of Wowow;. 
bat it ia so wry small that it is^ wholly inade<i««te 
for our purpose; This is a most parov^idag cin- 
cumsUudcev because a larger eaDoe must be pro-- 
cured, and thi& will occasion noieh loseoC thnei, 
Between the cluef of Wowow and his m^unt, th& 
Midiki» we haye been completely taken in. 
Boats of a considerable size,, are kept,^ itia ssud^. 
at a. small town on the banks, of the Niger^ called 
hevtVy and thither we have resolved to pre* 
ceed as soon as the Boossk messenger shail have 
r^umed from Babba, and get a canoe pvepared. 
with as much expedition as possible. The hersea. 
g^ven in exchange to the prince of Wowow 
are large, handsome, and superior animals^ wortiLj 
in England at least sixty pounds, and their value 
here is little leas ; yet this canoe, which has been, 
sent us is scaisely worth as many pence. Th^e is 
infinitely more difficulty, and greater bustle and 
cUacussion in simply purchasing a canoe here^ than, 
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iJtere wovdd )m in Aiiope iar H irn i ^ tip a'tMntfr 
<yf peace, or in dotfennmiii^ ^ bouMlaim oi m: 
^mpirey sock ^vast impettaiiee do tiie psoffe altadk 
t» tfbe moBi- trifling matters' iiv thee wotid.. 

A mwDt aisa atmed ia tikir citf t&-day ftomv an 
town near J^mnSf m Yarriim^ \^Mii^ the king^ 
faiasd sent Mist 'some tkne skme. He* lepovts tha(^ 
3^ vessel hae^ lately arrived at Budigvy, a»i by tint 
ntein's account) she is in ail pvdhah^ity a ^vee 
either f^om the ifavmia, or from theBtaiilff. 

fhis is the eve of ^e maeh talked ei Ma^ 
liomedan fesi^al, and the inhabitants of t^enod^* 
bouring towns and villages^ veselving te^ enjoy 
themselves in the holidays, are aireacty tesorting 
here in giea^ nmnbers^ The ^positictt of every 
one appeaxB to be seined into good nature, by 
the bare snticipatton of the ^ssdval^ and joy bieaai» 
fnmi their countenances. The very dogsy whidk 
at other times' receive anksniil treatntemt, and 
are alvrays badly used, no^ mn abotft^ wagging 
their taHs w^ an air of eheer^hiess and courage 
^n4i4ehf they asffitme only on sueh important oc-^ 
casions a» these, f»r they are dayff of gvaee ai»d • 
respite to tbtent, poor brutes. Men and woraen^, 
ehilied with the tbemghts of the pleasure' which 
awaits them to-morrow^ are enjoying tkemseives 
in singing and dafnckig, and a1?e seen ta^«' 
ing and laii^hing in every comer; while the 
younger cUldienY^ quite naked, 9^^ as fteliesoBN^ 
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1601 CRIMINAL CONVERSATION^ [Chap.XIL, 

as their grandmothers, and are either rolling on 
the ground or skipping along the turf like ' little . 
playful fawns/ On this extraordinary and mo* . 
mentous occasion, a bullock nearly half grown, 
has been slaughtered by the Midlki, to supply the 
^ants of the good people of Boossk, and those of 
a great influx of strangers and visiters, so that 
every one who can afford it may buy' and eat. 
There has been also in the market a more than 
usual quantity of com and rice, — indeed nothing . 
is wanting to please the taste, and satisfy the 
appetite of all, and to render the festivities 
and rejoicings complete. 

A circumstance, however, occurred this morn- 
ing, which threw a damp and chill on the 
spirits of the king, and threatened to turn a. 
day of gaiety and enjoyment into one of mourn- . 
ing and sorrow. It appears that a few weeks 
since, our quondam host, the drummer, was 
guilty of criminal conversation with the wife of ; 
the king's eldest son, who is governor of a town 
a few miles from Boossi, and since the affair 
happened, he has not visited the city till to-day. . 
Nothing would either have been said or done to 
the drummer by way of censure or punishment, 
if he had not, like rakes of whiter faces, boasted 
of his gallantry, and spoken in disrespectful tei-ms 
of his paramour. When this had reached the 
ears of the elderly females of the town, in order 
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to vindicate the honour of their sex, and chastise 
the calumniator, they arose in a body, waylaid 
the unfortunate musician, and applied their hands 
and fists so vigorously to his face and person, that 
he will remember the drubbing as long as he 
lives. On the arrival of the prince to-day, he 
sought the drummer to slay him, for he felt hi» 
character injured and his honour tarnished ; and 
therefore commanded his attendants to lay violent 
hands upon him the moment they could find him. 
Now the drummer had recovered from the effects 
of the women's punishment, and was exercising 
his profession outside the king's house, totally 
absorbed in the inspiring music of his instrument, 
when by the sudden appearance of the prince be- * 
fore him, he started as though he had been in the-^ 
folds of a serpent. He was self-convicted, and* 
trembled with fear ; he knew and felt that no 
time was to be lost, so uttering a faint cry, he 
sprang from the spot, fled from the presence of 
his enemy, drum and all, and ran with astonishing 
celerity towards a corn-field, where he endea- 
voured to elude the vigilance of his pursuers. 
But his instrument was large and clumsy, and 
becoming entangled in the corn-stocks, he was 
confused and perplexed, apd lost much time in 
casting it from him. Meantime he was chased by 
the prince's servants, who were all armed with 
large heavy bludgeons, and by them he was soon 
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162 THE DRUtf >!&&*« 3»SATMENT. [CiMif.XII. 

overtaken. These appUed their woaj>ens with 
such good hearty attd so eIeotuidly» oa the person 
of the Hcentloua, sinful drummer, that his head 
was broken, his countenance dis^ured, his hands 
and arms rendered powerless, and the other parts 
of his body almost pomnielled to a mummy. 
When they were ttred of their task, the men de- 
sisted from further punishments and the 4r4mimer, 
covered with blood, by the assistance of people 
t^Mit were passing near at the time, dragged his 
limbs after him to the kiag^s house. Here he 
made a long and ^ievons complaint to Mb 
master, who compassionated the musician, and 
was so infuriated against his son, diat he com- 
manded his servants to behead him instantly. 
The monarch, however, was restrained from re- 
peating this sanguinary mandate by the supplica- 
tions of his pnncipal people, who had sided with 
the prince, and now attemjpted to justify his ccm- 
duct, and together with evory woman in the plaee, 
more especially his x>wn wife, declared that the 
drummer »chly deserved the chastisement which 
he had received. The wounded man refused at 
first to be comforted^ but he was at length 
appeased by tlie condolence and encouraging 
words of the lung, who has naade him n present of 
a Imndsome tobe ; and thus the a£^r was compro- 
mised, and joy again reigned in BoossiL 

JVednesday, September Isl. — Day was drawing 
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to a close, »nd ev^nkig fait mpproaclnng, when tbe 
king came out <rf his vesidaAoe to jhow himself io 
hiB peoples He was attended b^r a munber of his 
head i»eB, with wiiom he peramhahited the town^ 
and afterwards preoeeded outtade the gates to 
oi^ up a short prayer with :tkea to the gods of 
his veEgion, for he is still a pagan, as all his 
&tfaers were, though he employs Mahomedatt 
pnests to pray ior Im welfare, and intercede with 
flieir prc^phet in his behalf, agreeably to their fbnn 
of worship. Several musioiain were in attendance 
with drums, fifes, and long Arab trumpets of brass ; 
llhese men preceded thdir sovereign, and played 
lustily on their instruments all the while he was 
r^uming to his house. He shoEtiy came out againt 
and rode slowly vep the race-course, attoided hj 
people ef both sexes most uno)uthly dressed^ 
singing and dancing before him, and ioUowed bj 
a pai^ of w^l-dressed men mounted on mettl&> 
some horsqs, and equipped as if fin* wax. On our 
sailing him, the monarch stopped and sent us 
a goora-*nut, which, on such ma occasion as this » 
is eonsidered as a mark of great tcandesc^ension* 
and a «ign of peouBar favour.; jand he stayed 
opposite us at least ten minutes, to give us a fiEtir 
opportunity of admiring his grandeur, and divert* 
ing ouvselves by the froliosame gambels 'of his 
attendants. Smiling at our wonderment, and gra- 
ced with:t^e respect we paid him by disohaffging 
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164 ' MAHOMEDAN FESTIVAL. [Chap.ZII, 

our pistols close to his person, he nodded and 
passed on. The king was mounted on a fine 
handsome grey horse, sumptuously caparisoned; 
while he himself is a noble and coipmanding 
figure on horseback, and was dressed extremely 
well, in a red cap and large turban of the same 
colour, a silk damask tobe of green and crimson, 
made full and flowing, red cloth trousers and 
Arab boots. Groups of well-dressed individuals 
were seated mider every tree with spears, quivers 
of arrows, long bows, and ornamented cows' tails. 
These latter were flourished about as the people 
sang ; their owners threw them high into the air, and 
danced at the same time in the most extraordinary 
manner, and flung their limbs about as though 
they had been actuated by a supernatural power. 
Every one was exhilarated and in motion, — 
both horseman and footman, woman and child. 
The musicians also, not satisfied by making the 
whole of Boossa echo with the most grating and 
outrageous sounds conceivable, both sung, or 
rather screamed and danced, twisting their mouths, 
with their exertions, into all manner of wry and 
comical shapes. The spectacle altogether was odd 
and grotesque beyond description, and such an one 
could never enter into the dreams or waking 
visions of an European. Guns were fired by 
the king's followers, and other obstreperous 
pnd astounding noises were made by the people. 
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Never did we see the king in a happier mood ; hia 
satiefaction seemed to be quite complete. He 
smiled graciously on all around him ; and bestowed 
many an arch and significant look upon us, as if 
he would have said, ' Can your sovereign boast 
so splendid a retinue as mine, or display so much 
regal splendour V 

The ceremony was long and ^EUi^tting; and 
though the king was screened from the sun's rays 
by two large ponderous umbrellas, and though two 
men were standing by, constantly fanning him, yet 
perspiration stood in large drops upon his fore- 
head, and he appeared nearly exhausted. After 
our curiosity had been amply gratified, the king 
rode away, preceded by his singing and dancing 
women, his musicians, his bowmen, and his spear« 
men, with all their noise and clamour, and instantly 
began to make preparations for a horse-race. The 
course was short, rough, and uneven, and the com* 
petition between the riders by no means animated. 
Indeed the race was of short duration, and very in- 
ferior to the horse-racing of ^either Kiama or Wo* 
wow. The king is a graceful rider, and displayed 
his horsemanship to much advantage by galloping 
up and down the course ; and, owing to his advan- 
tageous stature, his appearance was very becoming. 
The sun was then setting, and as soon as he had 
disappeared, the amusements ceased. The people, 
both strangers and inhabitants, were then collected 
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t€>gether before the king's liouse, for the pOTpose 
©f hearhig aiv oration from their monaveh ; for, i« 
pursuance of an andcnt and established pvaetice, 
die king of BoossSk* annually harangues his people 
on the celebration of this festival. The sovereign 
& at least a head taller than any of his sulijects, 
so that he was a remarkable and conspieuous ob* 
ject to every one of his audience. If such a com- 
parison may be ventiured cm, ike commenoement 
of his speech wm in its nature not nnach unlike 
tiiat de&yered on the opening of paarli^ment by his 
Majesty of England* The king of Boc^sk began 
by assuring his people of the internal tranqiuUity 
of the empire, and of the friendly disposildon of 
foreign powers towsards liim. He then exhorted 
Ms hearers to attend to the cultimtion of the a&U^ 
lo wosk dligentiy, and H^e temperately ; and C0n<» 
eluded with an injunction for them aJd to be al>? 
atemious in the use of beer. He dechired that too 
much indulgence in it was the soiwrce of much evil 
and wretchedness^ and the cause c^ mosit of the 
quarrels and disturbances that had taken pLaee in 
the city. * Go ; retire ta rest soberly and cheer^ 
fiilly/ said the king, ' and do as 1 have requested 
you, when you will be an example to your neigh* 
bours, and win the good q)inion and applause of 
mankind.' The king's speefeh lasted for three* 
quarters of an hour. He i^oke veheaaaeffltly and 
jyith much elo^foence ; his langua^ waafiaordbk 
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and impreinrev 9mA Ins aetmi appropriate and 
csommandBig > and he dinmased the assembly with 
a. gzaceM ami noUe air. Instead of a sceptre 
tiie monarch flounahed the tuft of a lion^s tail. 

WUk the kmg was haraBfumg hia subjects^ 
and while all of th^n were listenhig with respect 
and atteixtion to tiie precis of moxalit j and Yirt«a» 
which be reeommaided, two of ottr own men, one 
of whom was intoxicated, were fighting and blui* 
tering, and msddng a great uproar among the 
people r my broker endeavoured to separate them, 
but all hia efifbrta were unavailing and abortive, 
and he cmly received severe blowa on the breast 
for his paina The fight was observed by the king, 
who seemed distressed and angry, and rode up to 
the moi three differaat times, and commanded them 
to forbear and be quiet, but his interfer enoe was 
regarded with no move respect than my brother's. 
My broker and I, pevceivmg that the principal 
of the fellows would not be pacified by any other 
means, gave directions that he might imme- 
diately be secured. But the peo{^ of Boossa 
are gentle and compassionate in their disposition, 
and they not only regretted that the man was to 
receive punishmexrt, but were actually afraid to 
eome near hint, for he was wild as a maniac, and 
our own men were obliged to lay hold of him, and 
attempted to bind him with ropes. This was no 
easy matter, for he struggled hard with tliem; 
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but after an hour's desperate resistance, they 
succeeded in securing him, and he was subse- 
<juently confined in irons for the night, much 
against the wishes of the king and his people. 
' This individual, whose name I forbear to mention, 
is a mulatto, and was bom in the British colony 
of Nova Scotia, from whence he was removed in 
his childhood, with his parents, to Sierra Leone. 
While yet a boy, he was sent to sea ; and before 
he had attained to maturity, he had filled the 
different characters of a slave, a seaman, a pirate, 
and the master of a vessel. He afterwards volun- 
teered into the British navy, and became a man« 
of- war's man; but for a serious misdemeanour, 
he was flogged through the fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean, and deserted in consequence. We found 
him at Baddgry, where he had suffered a fort« 
night's imprisonment, by order of Adooley, for 
theft. When we first saw him, he told us a long 
and pitiful story, of his having been born a 
British subject, but falling sick on board of a 
merchant vessel, which was trading on the coast, 
he was set on shore about five years ago by orders 
of his captain, and from that time up to the period 
of his joining our party at Bad&gry, he had been 
a slave to Adooley, for the captain had left him to 
his fate. As we knew the man would be extremely 
useful in a canoe, to the management of which 
he has been accustomed from his infancy, and that 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Cbep. XII.] HIS ORIOIK. 169 

he also understood the cleaning and repairing of 
guns, be^ides other useful matters, and as we 
likewise believed his artful tale, we obtained the 
consent of the Baddgrian chief, whose slave he 
was, to part with him, provided we would pledge 
ourselves to bring him back with us in safety. 
In Yarriba, we could by no means complain of his 
general conduct; he was always willing to do 
everything we required of him, and was by far the 
most diligent and useful man o^ the party. At 
Bdossk and at Y2ioorie, however, his evil pro- 
pensities and bad conduct began to display them* 
selves: he became idle, drunken, and careless, 
and purloined several little articles, which, in- 
trinsically, were of no value ; but in the reduced 
state of our finances, they were of great conse- 
<)uence to us. Besides which, he is one of the 
most abandoned creatures in the world ; and it 
was a common practice with him to absent him- 
self from our party several days together, so that 
we saw nothing of him, and when he returned, was 
accompanied by complaints from the native wo- 
men. This man's conduct has given us both much 
uneasiness, anxiety, and apprehension ; we scarcely 
know what to do with him, he is so profligate and 
vicious : we thought of sending him back to Yarriba 
by a party of men who will leave hence for Kee- 
shee in a day or two, but they dread the thoughts 
of his company, and refuse to take him along 
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with them for sny coANderalion. He has^ already 
liireatened the lires of moie than one of our men, 
and they- begm to tremble witli sppr^ienakm for 
titeir personal safety. In kis sober momeBts he 
i» quiet, orderly, and good-natured ; and it is only 
when his^ furioas pastions are eaccited by dmldng, 
that he beeoines altogedter angoyemable, and 
displays all hts fiend»like dispositi(H^, to the 
dimger of our MTesi We are likewise appre- 
hensive that the natives of the country will enter- 
tain but a despicable opinion of us, when Uiey 
reflect upon the outrageous conduct of this man, 
for his features are cast in the European mouldy 
he dresses in the Bngiieh costume, like ourselves; 
he speaks our language with readiness, and writes 
It with lacility. 

Thur9diiy^ September 2nd, — ^Yesterdagf^ was coi»- 
sider^ as a day of amosement and recreation for 
men on horseback only ; but diis has been de> 
voted almost exclusively to daneing and singing, 
and other trifling diversion^ which are more 
generally relished by people of all ranks, and of 
bodi sexes. At an early hour in the morning, the 
people of the cky, wiUi musicians in their train, 
assembled in large groups, and contmued parad- 
ing tiie streets ail day, and singing and dancing 
were kept up without intermission till four o'dock 
in the afternoon. Nothing could sarpass tke 
hilarity and general good humour which prevailed 
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among the people during tbe dajr. The features 
of every one were animated with joy. Theirs was 
no ordinary mirth ; for being naturally of a wann- 
hearted, sangtdne disposition, they entered into 
the sports of the day with a fervency which di»^ 
played itself in all manner of extraordinary tricks, 
gestures, and moveinents. This was a hoKday for 
all, from the king to the meanest of his subjects. 
The old seemed to have forgotten thcfr weight of 
years, the young knew no restraint, and those who 
before had talked of love in secret, now openly 
exchanged with each other 

* Quips and cranks^ and wanton wiles, 
Nods and becks, and wreathed smiles.' 
A short relaxation Irom tins tmnultuouv pash 
time was now obtained by some m making pre* 
parations for joinmg the king's party, which was 
fest collecting at his house. Such diversions as 
theirs, BO highly exciting and gratifying, are 
nevertheless wearisome to the strongest frame, 
and in this sultry climate must be particularly 
so to them. When they had all assembled, they 
presented a singular, grotesque, and striking ap- 
pearance. A cluster of between sixty and seventy 
Faldtahs, men, women, and children, were some 
standing and some sitting in front of the door- way, 
leading to the interior apartments. Their dresses 
were remarkably clean, neat, varied, and becoming; 
the long black hahr of the women was mg^Mously 
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and prettily braided, and confined in nets and 
caps ; and their flowing garments of striped cotton 
swept along the ground : the men wore red caps, 
loose white tobes, and full trousers ; and their 
little children were pleasingly clad and decorated 
with all the finery and ornaments which their 
parents had been able to bestow on them. These 
well-looking Faldtahs formed the most interest- 
ing and agreeable assemblage of the whole; 
they had likewise more vivacity in their looks, 
and more quickness of action than any of their 
companions. To the right of them, in an en- 
closure of mud, was seated the Queen of 
Boossk, dressed loosely, though not inelegantly, 
in rich English siiks^ as spectatress of the amuse- 
ments ; behind her were the king's other wive8» 
and her own female slaves, who were pretty nume- 
rous. They formed also a cleanly, decent group, 
inferior only to the former. On each side of the 
Faldtahs, and behind them, was a great number of 
other spectators, of all ranks, many of whom were 
standing, and many sitting on the turf and re* 
dining against the trunks of, trees. Most of 
the men were clad in the Mahomedan costume, 
with cap, tobe, and trousers ; and the majority 
of the women were dressed in neat and durable 
coimtry-clotiis, which were carelessly thrown over 
the left shoulder, and reached to the ground, 
leaving the right arm and shoulder, and part of 
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tlie right leg, uncovered. A few among ihexQy 
however, wore common Manchester cottons, of a 
lai^, showy, and vulgar pattern, which were in- 
finitely surpassed by their own country cloth. 

Although the king had not made his appear* 
ance, the amusements were carried on with much 
animation ; and the dancers, far from being tired, 
seemed to imbibe fresh vigour and renewed ac- 
tivity ; whilst the dnunmers, eight in number, with 
a fifer as an assistant, continued playing to them. 
A man first started from the crowd with a bundle of 
rushes in his hand, like a German broom, which 
he flourished over his head with inconceivable 
dexterity. After dancing awhile, he was joined 
by two Faldtah women, who imitated his actions, 
and partook of his glee. One of them held a 
litUe girl by the hand; and the whole four indi- 
viduals, man, women^ and child, continued the 
dancing till they were completely fatigued, when 
they were succeeded by another party of three or 
four, and then another in like manner, so that 
there was not a moment's pause in the dance at 
any time. They kept good time with the music 
and singing. But instead of the quick, lively mo- 
tion which is generally observed on similar occa- 
sions, the dancers moved with a slow and measured 
step, in which there was nothing unbecoming or 
improper, and all seemed consistent with the 
rules of delicacy. For want of a proper fan, the 
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fi^Biales uraed nest round mato srf vaimis (odouiB,* 
and it afforded uub bo little entaxtttmneitt to «ee 
tliem filaoed befon Ite lasoiitii vibe»e¥fir tit^ 
wished to hide ilkeir&o^ or alteQi|»t tecinuseal 
^eir louginler, 

Meanx^le, jfehe kmg was «^eeted bf every 
one with much anxiety amd ^patifiBee, iov M»je^ 
he had ««it been present to witBCSB &e divertt<»i 
of his peof^e ; and il was &et till past four in the 
ailemoon that he «hoin^ bimfielf irfmi tone of 
his inils. His anrrbal vrausfwdcosmed by a sphiled 
rally «p<m the ^mns, while he -tod^ lus seat oa 
a Hstool between the ^pue^i's station and the geovsp 
of Fi^tahs, and perceivrng xm amcmg the czowd* 
lie in^riled us to place oundveB near has pecBon. 
Several attendants wbo had loHowed tiiek master 
stood on each side of him, formkig, if it may so be 
called, a * guard of honcmr/ One erf these men 
held two large bundles of spears, whose points or 
barbs were conliined in «agps of burnished bn»8, 
en which lie rested his head wit^ much solemnity, 
and wilfh a slight incMnation of the b«dy ; while 
from his temples was suspended a huge and 
enormous hat, made eiliher of grass or rushes, 
which reached to tbe ground, and tK)yered him 
l^e a shield. Others hdd loose bundles of spears, 
£ins, and arrows, with the two prodigious Arab 
trmnpets which bave bdbre been casually aUoded 
io. Thus attended, tlie Idng entered into the 
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spirit of the pedbcauuioeB witfa a merry iteatt, aai 
a detoTBiaiaticm ^ he plowed mik Aom. Ha 
^^fed to ke hjiax 4iie au»t delig^ited nipecta- 
to of ilie wlioie, and Mgnlfied bis afj^sobation by 
^couiiagiag sronb and gkacot to i&ese wbo 
danced or au^ to his si^tiBfiu)iiQii. A chcerfid 
ixaile aiBmated lie ooMitoiiaiice during the wbote 
lime, and caused km isatores to assume an expres* 
sion of go€>d • faanMmr whit^ it is a partieiite 
^tistoxa in hvaa. XKves to ^splay «o fully ^^usqpt 
on occasions ^af pid)]cc featiyity and ^'oymeaoit, 
^i^h he is one of tbe pleaswitost and best* 
teinp^iced men that we havt met with in Ahhti. 

Tl^re was aa elderly famale who danced al<Hia 
^ore the Idng, and by the pect^arity of hat 
1^8, and her kidicnms and ancoimneB gesturea. 
^rded us Tery ^veat amuaeneait. This w<iiQaa 
is a tall, axidiward, nascahne^ and uncooaely figure ; 
yet she endeaiFoured to look so searimis at the same 
^e with 80 3uvh a countenance, and with>ahal#- 
averted <glaDffie*6miled with ae much actfuhicas and 
loviag^kti^ness wi her BOY&cm^ afid his attend- 
aota, dancing ait the aame dme with such an extra* 
ordiQary motion of her penon* that «he <obtsh)ed 
tuuversal applause. This was a fair chalkoge to 
^ king ; and as soon as she had finished, tha 
monarch l^mself arose and stqvped into the ring 
to display his acquir^cn^ts in the art. Every one 
stood on his kigs, out of respect to their sovi^gn. 
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as well to applaud his dancing, as to obt^n a fairer 
opportunity Of beholding his person ; and a great 
press was made by the crowd in consequence, that 
they might gain a better view of him. The king 
moved with much stiffness and stateliness, which is 
at all times unbecoming in a dance; but the 
populace expressed their admiration of his abilities 
in shouts of joy, and certainly his attempts to 
please and amuse them deserved the full extent of 
applause. To us, however, it does not appear that 
Nature, which has been so bountiful to this be- 
loved monarch in other respects, has fitted him for 
BO active an amusement as this ; for though his 
size approaches to the majestic, though he walks 
and rides with equal ease, and though the exercise 
by no means requires the greatest flexibility of body, 
his dance to us at least was a complete failure ; for 
he has a foot which may be compared to that of a 
dromedary in point of size, and his toe is anything 
but ' light and fantastic' When his first dance^ 
which was much the same as that performed by his 
people, was concluded, the king began a second 
by imitating the canter of a native horse when 
going to war. This, as may be supposed, was an 
inexpressibly odd and whimsical experiment, but 
it lasted a short time only ; for in a very few 
minutes he disappeared from the spectators by 
cantering into one of his huts, followed by the 
cheers of admiration and the acclamations of every 
one present. 
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' The sun had now set, and with the departure of 
the prince the singing and dancing ceased for the 
evening; nevertheless all the people patiently 
awaited his return to the spot Now, of all the cele* 
brated dancers in the country, none can excel or 
equal the king of Wowow in grace, elegance, and 
vivacity ; and the fame of his skill in this amuse* 
ment, which is thought so much of in this country^ 
is gone abroad into all lands : every one, even his 
enemies, acknowledge his superiority in this polite 
accomplishment; and the envious and malicious 
are compelled to own that he is without a rival 
from Bomou to the sea. Yet, notwithstanding 
his renown as a dancer, the chief is a very aged 
man, having a most solemn and forbidding aspect ; 
and though he has evidently, to use a common ex* 
pression, one foot in the grave^ he is as active as 
a boy, and indulges largely in this his favourite 
amusement every Friday. It was in order for us to 
witness his elegant dancing, we have been told, 
that he pressed us with so much earnestness and 
importunity to spend the holidays at Wowow, 
which we should certainly have consented to, but 
for the discouragement our project received from 
the king of BoossJi, who was envious of his cele- 
brity, and therefore compelled, rather than enticed 
us to remain here, that we might see his personal 
accomplishments to advantage, witness the public 
gaiety and festivities of his people, and in his 
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imagination benstrudc with ikstonisliment andudmi- 
aration at his own perfection in the ail; of dancing. 
The BoosBdi people did not wait kjng for the tc- 
appearance of thehr monarch, for ehoftly after he 
feame out to them, followed by a boy witii two 
calabashes full of cowries, w^h were to be distri- 
buted among the multitude. But first cff all the 
king took up a handful, and vgave to each of the 
dingers, dancers, and musicians, that had contri- 
buted so essentially to his entertainment ; nor was 
the tall old woman forgotten, who had danced 
alone before him, for she reeeived a double allow- 
iance. We were rather pleased at this, for she is 
our next-door neighbour, a poor old woman, wh© 
is.^ery chatty and flippant, and has fallen in love 
with one of our young men, named Antonio. This 
having been done to the apparent satisfaction of 
all parties, the remainder of the cowries were scat> 
tered by the king's own hand among the crowd te 
be scrambled for, which occasioned the most ani- 
mating and amusing sight ^at can be conceived. 
Parents and children, brothers acnd sisters, strangert 
and friends, were scrambling and tumbling over 
each other, some on their faces and some on their 
knees, both giving and receiving cuffs and kicks in 
4he scufBe to get at the money. This scramble 
lasted about ten minutes, wh^ the party before the 
king's house broke up ; but the good-natured 
jnonwch, to show, his affection for his subjects^ 
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whom he indeed regards with as much tenderness 
as if they were his children, was unwilling 1o send 
them to their homes without giving them another 
last treat, so he danced sideways half way up the 
tace-course and back again to his residence with 
much stateliness. This was indeed a royal at^ 
tempt ; the midiki smiled with delight that she had 
suck a spouse ; the people were louder than ever 
in their shouts of approbation; all was noise^ 
tumult, and con^sion ; their sovereign was more 
beloved than ever he had been ; and as the evening 
closed in, silence was gradually restored, and the 
people retired to their homes. This was the last 
of the holidays, and the proceedings of this day 
have concluded their festivities. 

About ten o'clock at night, when we were sleep- 
ing on our mats, we were suddenly awoke by a 
great cry of distress from innumerable voices, 
attended by a horrid clashing and clattering 
noise, which the hour of the night tended to make 
more terrific. Before we had time to recover from 
our surprise, old Pascoe rushed breathless into our 
iut, and informed us with a trembling voice that 
* the sun was dragging the moon across the hea- 
Tens.' Wondering what could be the meaning of 
«o strange and ridiculous a story, we ran out of the 
Imt half dressed, and we discovered that the moon 
was totally eclipsed. A number of people were 
gathered together in our yard, in dreadful apprfi;* 

JJ 2 
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hension that the world was at an end, and that this 
was but the ' beginning of sorrows.' We learnt 
from them that the Mahomedan priests residing 
in the city, having personified the sun and moon, 
had told the king and the people that the eclipse 
was' occasioned through the obstinacy and dis- 
obedience of the latter luminary. They said that 
for a long time previously the moon had been dis- 
pleased with the path she had been compelled to 
take through the heavens, because it was filled with 
thorns and briers, and obstructed with a thousand 
lOther diflSculties ; and therefore that, having watched 
for a favourable opportunity, she had this evening 
deserted her usual track, and entered into that of 
the sun. She had not, however, travelled far up 
the sky, on the forbidden road, before the circum- 
stance was discovered by the sun, who immediately 
hastened to her in his anger, and punished hei 
dereliction by clothing her in darkness, forcing her 
back to her own territories, and forbidding her 
ito shed her light upon the earth. This story, 
whimsical as it may seem, was received with im- 
plicit confidence in its truth by the king and queen, 
and most of the people of Booss^ ; and the cause 
of the noises which we had heard, and which were 
still continuing with renewed vehemence, was 
explained to us by the fact that they were all 
♦ assembled together in the hope of being able to 
-frighten away the sun to his proper sphere, and 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Ch«p. XII.] FEARS OF THE KINO AND QUBSN. |81 

leave the moon to enlighten the world as at other 
tunes/ This is much after the manner of many 
savage nations. 

While our informant was yet speaking to us, a 
messenger arrived at our yard from the king, to 
teir us the above tale, and with an invitation to 
jcome to see him immediately. Therefore, slipping 
on the remainder of our clothes, we followed the 
man to the residence of his sovereign, from out- 
side of which the cries proceeded, and here we 
found the king and his timid partner sitting on the 
ground. Their usual good spirits and cheerful be* 
haviour had forsaken them entirely ; both appeared 
overwhelmed with apprehension, and trembled at 
every joint. Like all their subjects, in the hurry 
of fear and the suddenness of the alarm, they had 
come out of their dwellings half dressed, the head 
and legs, and the upper part of their persons^ 
being entirely exposed. We soon succeeded in 
quelling their fears, or at least in diminishing their 
apprehension. The king then observed, that 
neither himself nor the oldest of his subjects recol- 
lected seeing but one eclipse of the moon besides 
the one he was gazing at; that it had occurred 
exactly when the Faldtahs began to be formidable 
in the country, and that it had forewarned them of 
all the wars, disasters, and calamities, which sub- 
sequently took place. 

We had seated ourselves opposite to the king 
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and queen, and within two or three feet of tiiem^ 
where we could readily observe the moon and die 
people without inconvenience, and canry on the 
conversation at the same. tim^ If th» royal* couple 
ahuddered with tenor on beholding the dax^Eened 
moon, we were scarcely less affected by the savage 
gestures of those within a few yards of vm^ and 
by their repeated cries, so wild, so loud, and S9 
piercing, that an indescribable sensation of horror 
stole over us, and rendered us almost as nervous 
as those whom we had come to comfort The 
earlier part of the evening had been mild, secene, 
and remarkably pleasant; the moon had ariaesi 
with uncommon lustre, and being at the full, her 
appearance was extvemely delightful. It was the 
conclusion of the hoUdays,. and msmy of the peofde 
were enjoying the delicious eooln^e of an serene 
night, and resting from &e laborious exertions of 
the day; but when t^e moon became gmdually 
obscured, fear overcame every one. As ih% eclipse 
increased, diey became more terrified. All ran in 
great distress to inform their sovereign of the cir- 
eumstance, for there was not a single eloud to 
cause so deep a shadow, and they could, not com? 
prehend the nature or meiming of an eclipse. The 
king was as easily fri^tened sa his people, bang 
equally simple and ignorant ; he would not there- 
fore suffer them to depart. Numbers sometimes 
beget courage and confidence, lie thought ; so he 
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eommanded tliem to remaia neat hu peii^on^ and 
to do all iiiithdr power to restomtke lost glory of 
ike moon* 

Ilk front o£ the king'» house, aad. almoftt cloae 
to it, are a &w magiufieeot cotton^trees, round 
whick tibe soil had been freed horn grass, &c^ 
iom the eelebKal»)n of the gamoi* Oa thb spot 
were the tenskfiBd people aasendbled, with every 
insteiment capabk of makkig a noise whkk 
eould be pioeitred in. the whok town. They had 
formed themsebres into a hu^e treble eircle, and 
continued mDnmg round with amazing velocity^ 
crying, shauting^ and gromhig mik all l^ir 
m^ai^ They tossed and flung their heads abouiv 
twisted their bodies into ail manner e£ contortion^ 
jumped intob the air, stamped widi their feet oa 
the ground, and flxiuxiahed their hands* above theii 
^ttaik. No scene in the romance of Bobinsoo 
Cruses was so wild and savage as this ; and a 
large wood fire, with a few men spitted and roasit^ 
ing before it, was alone wanting to render it com^ 
plete r Little boys and girls were out»de tlie ring)^ 
jHmning to and fro, dashing empty calaba^es 
against each, other, and crying bitterly ; groups 
of men were blowing on trumpets, wlack produced 
a harsh and discordant sound; some were em?* 
ployed in beating old drums; others again were 
blowing on bullock's horns ; and in the short ist 
tervals between the rqad succession of all these 
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fiend-like noises, was heard one more dismal than 
the rest, proceeding firom an iron tuhe, accom- 
panied by the clinking of chains. Indeed, every^ 
thing that could increase the uproar was put in 
requisition on this memorable occasion ; nor did 
it cease till midnight, when the eclipse had 
passed away. Never have we witnessed so ex- 
traordinary a scene as this. The diminished light, 
when the eclipse was complete, was just sufficient 
to enable us to distinguish the various groups of 
people, and contributed in no small degree to 
render the scene still more imposing. If an 
European, a stranger to Africa, were to be placed 
on a sudden in the midst of the terror-struck 
people, he would imagine himself to be among a 
legion of demons, holding a revel over a fallen 
spirit; so peculiarly unearthly, wild, and horri- 
fying was the appearance of the dancing group, 
^nd the clamour which they made. It was per- 
haps fortunate for us that we had an almanac 
with us, which foretold the eclipse ; for although 
we neglected to inform the king of this cireum- 
Btance, we were yet enabled to tell him and his 
people the exact time of its disappearance. This 
succeeded in some measure in suppressing their 
fears, for they would believe anything we might 
tell them ; and perhaps, also, it has procured for 
us a lasting reputation ' and a name.' ' Oh,* 
said the king, * there will be sorrow and crying 
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this night from Wowow to Ykoorie. Tlie people 
will have no one to comfort or condole with them ; 
thejr will fancy this eclipse to be the harbinger of 
something very dreadful ; and they will be in dis* 
tress and trouble till the moon shall have re* 
gained her brightness.' It was nearly one o'clock 
when we left the king and queen, to return to our 
hut ; everything was then calm and silent, and we 
Jay down to rest in peace. 

Friday, September 3(f.— The king's mes- 
senger came to us this morning with the intel- 
ligence that his master had caught cold by ex* 
posing himself the preceding night, and was con- 
fined to his apartment with severe pains in the 
bowels. We have also to complain of a similar 
indisposition. One of our men, who offended so 
grossly at the horse-racing two days ago, ' has 
been liberated, and appears ashamed of himself 
and truly penitent. - He promises to abstain from 
drink in future, ,to deport himself soberly: and 
orderly, to lay aside^all thoughts of revenge, and 
to be ready and willing at all times to do anything 
which may be required of him. Notwithstanding 
his protestations, however, we are resolvied to 
place our guns and ammunition beyond his reach, 
together with all edged instruments whatso- 
ever ; for heretofore his temper has been known 
to be sullen, furious, and unforgiving, which may 
yet lead to disastrous consequences, and may in- 
volve us in difficulties. 
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Monday^ September 6^— The man we sent to 
Coulfd, a fortnight gknGe^ to^ Bell: our aes, need]£% 
&C.9 ift not yet returnecite^ Booes^ tluMi^ he has 
axo^ed the period we had specified for- hs- ai>« 
sence hy thcee or four day& Feuing that somer 
thing unpleasant niay have happened to hinv we 
this day despatched one of the ktogfs peepie to 
Coulfo, in Older to aaoertain» the oaiise of hk 
delay ; and if nothing detains hin mere tiiaa a 
want c^ sale for lus. gDods> he is^ to lefaim in- 
stantly with this messenger, rather tbffi pirt QS 
to inconvenience, hy a^longer stay in that c^« 

The Niger is now comf^etely fiil^ and m maay 
places its banks aae sdready ovecflowcd, sa that it 
is extremely ^onrable for our pnocseding down 
the river. With i^ change in the mooDy how* 
ever, we have had a GMotant suecessxon. of *hevfy 
ahoweiB, whick haji« eompelkd ns all day long to 
remain within doom, in a dose,, bhiek^ and smoky 
hat; having &e disadvantage of damp, dirty 
walls, and of bang pestered witb myriads of 
blade and white ants; aiod so long as the rains 
contbnie, we shall be able to take no oldier kind of 
exerdse than that of moving round this miaorable 
abode, like prisoners in a condemned cell. It is 
perhaps fmctanate, after all, Aat our canoe has not 
been got ready so soon as we had antKipated, for 
constant exposure to the rains upon the water, 
in an open boat, would be extoemely unpleasant; 
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Yet it b time diat wa should leaye Booaai^ (^ 
m spiiA ef the fidendahip of the king and queen, 
more especialij <^ ti^ latter^ which is decHning 
▼ery fast indeed, their henerolent fedinga are 
growing colder erery day ; our rettoiocea at tha 
tame time aue diminishiag rafadly, and w^ft thej 
ace gone, we know not what we shall do.. We 
new receive only » calabash of ct^tu (a kind of 
dou^ or paate> from tiie king once in thsee daya^ 
«o &at we ace compelled to eat them^ at timea, 
dtha? in » atate of putridity^ or go wilfaoi^ ;. and 
Dur men are hal^-famiahed^ from the eareleaasinat* 
tention, or peduipa from the wilful ne^gence ef 
the midiki; we cannot,, like the camelion, live 
vpon air, and we have not a single cowrie to spare 
to purdiase proviaions.. Our powder ia reduced to 
a very small quantity, and in. all probability we 
have not half sa much aa we ahall require on die 
Niger; ao that &r some time past we have rdin* 
quiahed our sporting excursions abagether, though 
these once affc^rded ua an ample supply of gama 
fiDT the c^QLBumption of our whole party. 

Ca£^ are little cakes made of meid and wi^r 
boiled together. There- are several diffident kinda 
of com at Boosa^ all of which are also made into 
cafftaa* The method of separating tiie grain horn 
the husk, is by cuttmg the eaia horn the atalk and 
placing them in a kind of wooden mortar, in which 
^y are subjected to pressure from a heavy piece 
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of wood. The whole is then exposed to the wind 
on an elevated situation, by which the husk is 
blown away. The process of grinding die com is 
performed on a large stone slab, with another 
heavy stone which is worked by the hand. The 
slab is placed for the sake of convenience in an 
inclined position, and is sufficiently large only fot 
the person to perform the operation on his knees, 
and it is one which requhres no, little exertion. 
Their only method of cooking the meal when thus 
prepared, is by boiling it with water to the consis* 
tency of thick paste, in which state it is poured out 
in small portions on leaves, and laid by for use. 

Wednesday^ Sept Qth, — Messengers from the 
king of Borgoo arrived this morning in the 'city 
from the metropolis of Niki, accompanied by a 
few of the principal merchants of a Isirge fatdkie^ 
which is now resting at Zalee, a small town about 
two hours' walk to the westward of Boossk, and 
which we passed through on our journey. These 
men are on their way to the more easterly parts 
of the continent. They say here, that about 
twelve months since, a fatkkie consisting of an ex- 
traordhiary number of traders, with horses and 
other beasts of burden, laden with merchandise, 
were travelling through Borgoo, on their route to 
Gonja, whither they were going to purchase the 
goora or kola nut. They were attacked, however, 
and plundered by the soldiers of Niki and Kiama, 
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who had laid in ambush for them ; and rumour 
gays, that the princes of those countries shared the 
booty between them. It happened that in the 
train of these merchants, and who in fact formed 
part of the fat^e, were six men from Boossit ; 
and when the news of their disaster and enshtve* 
ment was communicated to their king, he is said 
to have been irritated in the highest degree, inso- 
much that he instantly despatched men with a 
peremptory message to the sultan of Borgoo, to 
liberate his captured subjects, and restore to them 
their horses and property, or prepare for the con- 
sequences of his resentment in case of a refusal* 
This message was treated with contemptuous in- 
difference by the Niki sovereign, and he returned 
to the monarch of Booss^i a haughty and disdain* 
ful answer. But as soon as the latter heard it, he 
assembled the priests of the ancient religion of the 
country of which he is the head, and by their joint 
assistance, it is said, he made a powerful enchant- 
ment, by which the legs and arms of his enemy 
became entirely useless. The king of Borgoo 
finding himself in this helpless state, and his con* 
science reproaching him with the cause of it, he 
unmediately liberated the Boossk merchants, re- 
stored to them their horses and property, and for- 
warded the messengers we have already spoken of 
as having arrived to-day from Niki, to solicit for-* 
giveness of the king of Boossit, for the crune 
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^riiich lie had perpetrated, and implore thttk the 
iBpell winch bound and was conrommg him might 
be disBoked forthwith. The men came loaded wiA 
preeeBts of goora-nutB, &c., and they have beea 
j^fuHy received. Perhaps the Borgoo monardi 
hastened to make restitution for his offence, not 
on account of his enchantment, as these peopk 
hnagine, but rather from public and political c(hw 
fiiderations; for, in consequence of the above quar* 
lel, several of his towns had been -taken possession 
of by the king of Boossk, which will now be aban« 
doned, if the differences be amicably adjusted be- 
tween the parties, that their inhabitants may be 
^permitted to return to their former allegiance. 
The^ingofBoossk was restrained from making 
fiirther conquests in Borgoo, only by the interfe* 
fence of the king of Wowow, who represented to 
him that the revenge he had already taken was 
more than proportionate to the offence that had 
been committed against him, and that he ought to 
rest satisfied therewith. The Nifci messengers 
have been treated with the greatest respect, and 
the most generous hospitality. 

Like all earthly things, the pleasure and satis- 
fftction excited by the novelty of our persons have 
passed away, and we are no longer either the ob- 
jects of care and attention from the king and his 
midiki, or of curiosity among the natives. If w» 
«tay here much longer, this neglect on the part of 
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Ae fomer wifi beoome alanmng. No provisions 
hmve been sentus :to^ay, and ^our-wants have been 
entirely lost eight g€ in .the important armal of 
these messfingers irom Borgeo. All has been joy 
in oonse^pienee ; rnmic and its imual acconqpanir 
inentB a£ disooidamt senods hare been going for<- 
ward «noe; and bastie and confusion prevail 
throughout iise city. Our people alone are sad^ 
for they have nothing to oat, 

Tfmndayy S^ 9^A.— The Ulthkie mentioned 
yesterday as being at Zalee on the road to this 
city, arrived here this fcnenoon, preceded by a 
drummer on horsebadc, as usnal, to animate th» 
paxty by the sound of his instnnnent. They en* 
teved Boossk one by one, which is their usual 
mediod of travelling, and fbnned a very long tram, 
the chief merchant of the whole bringing up the 
rear. This company consMsts of about four hun* 
dred individuals ; and they have a great number 
c^ fine horses, a few mules, and two hundred asses, 
to carry their luggage. Their chiefs and in fact 
their only merchandise, is the goora^nut, for which 
they have been to Gonja, a place only a few dayiaT 
journey from Accra. 

Oonja was till very recently a province of Ashan<^ 
tee, and ixdiabited by a people between whom and 
the Ashantees diene is no manner of difference 
whatever, ibt manners, langimge, religion, and 
pursuits of both being predsely the same. * Suit 
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these goora merchants report that it has lately 
been separated from that empire, and is now Ml 
independent state. They say, that preceding the 
commencement of hostilities between the Ash- 
antees and the British at Cape Coast CasUe, &c, 
and their aUies the Fantees, the former power 
requested the assistance of the people of Gonja m 
a premeditated attack against their enemies, whi^ 
was objected to on the gromid that the Britidi 
had not offended theni, and therefore they dis- 
liked comibg to an open rupture with our country- 
men. Nothing was said at the time by the Kmg 
of Ashantee concerning the refusal of the men of 
Gonja to assist bun in the war; and when his sub- 
jects returned to Coomassie in triumph, after hav- 
ing defeated and slam Sir C. Macarthy, he seemed 
to have forgotten it altogether. For some time 
after his total defeat by the British at Cape Coast 
Castle, he was stUl silent. But when he had re- 
covered from the wounds he had received at this 
sanguinary battle, and the harmony of his sub- 
jects had been completely restored, he considered 
that then was the most proper time for punishmg 
Gonja for its disobedience. For this purpose, 
BaytKe merchants, he assembled a body of ten 
thousand men, most of whom were armed with 
muskets, and sent them, under the command of 
chosen captains, against the devoted province. 
But in the mean time the people of Gonja had 
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l)een by no means inactive, for having heard of 
the great preparations that were making at Coo- 
massie, and being convinced that those prepara* 
tions were designed against their own lives and 
liberties, they formed a plan of attacking their 
invaders and defeating their project, which suc- 
ceeded to the utmost of their wishes, and even be- 
yond their expectations. When they had learnt 
from a swift-footed messenger of the departure of 
the Ashantee army from Coomassie, and the 
road which they had taken, they stationed large 
bodies of stout, well- armed men in ambuscade at 
various^ places in the bush, close to the pathway, 
and awaited the coming of the foe. While the 
latter was drawing near to Gonja, not suspecting- 
danger of any kind, and straggling about in 
imagined security, the men in ambush rushed out 
upon them, made a sudden and desperate attack 
on their whole force at the same moment, which 
threw the Ashantees into confusion, and the latter, 
dropping their arms, fled into the woods. The 
carnage is repoUed to have been dreadful. The 
conquerors gathered up the arms of their enemies^ 
sung a song of victory, and returned in triumph 
to the city of Gonja. 

The king of Ashantee, according to the ac- 
counts of the merchants, on being informed of 
this disastrous and unlooked for event, was more 
exasperated than ever against the successful party, 

VOL. II. o 
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and TOVied leveoge agmfnst thenv Aev cky, scad 
thek couiitry. He therefore^ v^ sfaorllj afior 
the lukre of the irsi expe^ticm, sent aiicKiier 
amy^ stion^er than tbe fcmner, wkb a eoaimand 
to destroy the rebellioiia ett j, and aamhiiale its 
inhabitaata enlixely* 'Dik newa spread oonstema- 
tioa amon^ all elasses of pec^tle m Gomjm^ and 
ahmned the strangers that had located m tha 
^SOuBtry, inaoaocrach ikskf on the advwice of tlas 
second fomtidabte arsay, they could not eonmaiid 
sufficient resolntioa to go out agaisst it» but de- 
Alerted their dwelhi^t and dispersed themsehes 
through all parts of the adjacent cou&lries^ HW 
Sfuch tOBie as ^idr enanies should thiidc pn^r to 
letum to GoomasBie; It is almost unnecessary 
to add, that the cky of 6on|a was set on fnre by^ 
the Adiantee soldiers, in jmrsuance of thehr com* 
mands, and every house in it bwnt to ashes. The' 
people, however, fsneying the king^s wrath to be 
sufficiently appeased, were begmning to return 
again fircHon the places of tiieir concealment, on 
-Ae departure of the fatakie, and*w^re bus^y en- 
gaged in recoBstoucting their habitations 

We cb not place entire confidence in this tale, 
for almost every African is guilty of gross exag- 
geration in his statements, and too many of them 
are confirmed liars ; so that, after all, the above 
st<Nry may only be Jhunded on fact, 

Friday^ S&[d. XQth. — Ever since the wnrival dT 
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Ikm Bwrgocv VMBMngert, Bd«li«|^ else w Iieard m 
tiia (% bat ninie, wbiob is centimed front 
4i«Brn» to suB«ec; an^ the kMftg Arah trasN 
pet» Mre liJeewise 8oiMaded> eoBstaittly m the middle 
•f tbe B^H the king tiding this whrnskal^ me^ 
thod of di^Iayiag hie co n e c ^w one e and gra»deiir 
%& Ihe ftMretgnerSy whack bas-aimised us not a litde. 
'Ehe ifafes» eif th«se Botgoo men diffinrs but slightly 
from ^a* whiek i» worn b^^ the people &[ Booss^ 
and the* neighkourmg^ natieusw We were lavourecl 
wi& a ynk from them to-day, aa^ their behavioiur 
was vemwckaUy decofo«i«, tkougk a^ ^t somewhat 
seserved. Is tkeir addvesft they are extremeljr 
kumble; and when i^j aceoet a sttpetiov, tkey 
preatrate tiiensehces en ^e gvouttd in the most 
object and hmna&itmg manner. Their chief is an 
elderly, quiets respedfaUa bbbi^ and pn^esses the 
MahcHBedoA religkn. On hm enteance isto ocdr 
hxU^ this* foreno<m» he had so £ttle eocfidonce int 
kimaelf, mid was ae timonMB^ that ke ee«ld not 
speak ; ke shodc like a lea^ and k]» lip» also qm** 
"mredi from fear ; indeed, the poor man was di8«- 
tsesaingly agitated^-^perhaps he thought that we- 
weare going to derour him : but he regained his 
assurance when he fouvid ihsA such was not our 
intention, luid in a very few minutes he became 
diatty, agi^eable, and communiealive. 

We have i«ceived* two messes fron ilia king 
k^ly, one conskting^ of a disk of* stewed ele* 

o2 
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phant's flesh, and the other of the flesh of an hip< 
popotamus, which had been caught in the Niget 
a short time before. The latter was rank and fat» 
and bore a greater resemblance to pork than to 
any other meat with which we are acquainted, yet 
it is considered delicate and delicious eating. 

The method adopted by the natives of destroy** 
ing the elephant is very simple. A large harpoon 
|s thrust into the ground, in the middle of a padf 
which they are known to frequent in their nightly 
excursions to the river for water, leaving the 
ragged points of the instrument above the ground 
in an inclined position, and concealing them with 
straw or stubble. The heavy beast^ unsuspicious 
of danger, pursues the usual track with his com^* 
panions ; he comes in contact with the harpoon^ 
which enters his breast or belly, and having no 
sagacity to draw back, the elej^ant, smarting with 
pain, forces himself forwards with all his might, 
which causes the weapon to penetrate still more 
deeply into his body, and he thus becomes a prey 
to his destroyers. Considering the vast number 
of elephants which inhabit the woods on the banks 
of the Niger hereabouts, it is singular that so few 
of them are annually destroyed by the natives. 
Perhaps one reason is the little encouragement 
they receive for their trouble ; for the flesh of these 
beasts, except when very young, is almost un- 
saleable, by reason of its toughness and randi 
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Mature ; their teeth also are valueless here, no use 
whatever being made of them. 

Suturdayy Septemher Wth, — Our ears were 
saluted just after day-break this morning, by a 
dreadful noise between a man and his wife, whd 
"Were squabbling about some money matters, and, 
as is usual in such cases, they were surrounded \yf 
all their female neighbours, whose clatter exceeded, 
tf possible, their own. They are slaves of the 
tnidiki, and reside in our yard, withia a door oi^ 
-two of our hut. The quarrel terminated in 
blows and tears, which was instantly made known 
to the queen, who commanded the delinquents to 
appear before her, and having entered into all the 
circumstances of the ease, the differences betweea 
them were adjusted on th^ spot. The woman 
accused her husband of having stolen from the 
place where she had concealed them, no less than 
four hundred cowries, which was the original 
t^ause of the dispute. The accusation could not 
be denied; and the man endeavoured to soothe 
his wife by gentle words, and bring her into good 
humour by flattery, and expressed contrition for 
his offence ; but this aroused the anger of the 
jfurious woman, who abused her husband with all 
the reproachful epithets she could make use of; 
and though she was blubbering all the while, she 
would have gone a still greater length, if he had not 
atopped her moiUh by a severe beating. So little 
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tendemeM or sodnibilitf «&itlB be t ween « marned 
couple, particularly H ^aisy shoukl )Hi|ipea to lie 
■k\«8, that tkey liave n otfwag «i co«tti<Ni ; and 
fthoii^h tkey eat «Bd «le^ in Ihe Mine hot, they 
•eek a ^epaimte IhrelilKOod. 

PeiliaiiB it would be 4q»eakiag witfaiii oontpua 
to say, Uiat four-^ftbs of ike wMe popalai^o«» 
ttot mly in this oountry, b«t likewMe erery other 
iMTeabcwits, «re elavet. Many of ikem are per* 
■utied to roam aft hurge, provided they attoBid 
l^on their BMi8tei» when called «|M>n ; these pro« 
(Mweiheir own MibeiBle»oe, mmA devote part of 4ifaear 
tkoe to the iserviee of th^ owners : others reside 
a» the houses of %heir mastecs as domestic «ert 
«mM| and «ve likewise cxpeofced to c o ntd b a tt 
towards their own «u|^rt Tlw Queen of Boess^ 
Ikas a great iramber of Fal&tah slaves; the men 
am constantly «niplo3Fed in taking care of her 
berds^ and milklttg the eow8» and 4he females dis* 
pose of the milk ; half of the money obtained hy 
this means, the Fal4tahs keep to maintain them- 
selves. Ilrasaie the slaves treated m their native 
oountry— 4hey enjoy much freedtnn; are never 
oi^erwoiked; have plenty of leisanre time, and wft 
tnrely punished, «nd ^ven then but slightly. If 
a slave ran awaylrom his master, and is after- 
wards taken and brought back, he is «im^y co»- 
fined in irons a day or two for hss offence ; bnt 
he is aold to another the £rst i^^KMinnity. The 
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jMtivas hxw « •dnag a nt i p afliy to iogging, «r 
seiwre cliMtiociaent of any Idnd, md very •eldom 
Jtave reooune to the meaaB of paonfameBt which 
ih^ have in their f)owa* to infiiet. 

Svnday^ Stpiembtr liUk. — Our ibmi, who hss 
been e&peetod wkh eone anxiety and a ppc eh e a " 
jotm for hm aafety, anrii^ed this atoraooQ from the 
city of Coui£&, but widi Tery littk money indeed^ 
hsLving disposed of the ass for less than half ita 
¥alue, and sold« oomparatifely apeaking, a ¥ery 
small qvantity of peedles. The remakMler, wlacdi 
were valued at diirty thousand «ownea, weie stolen 
from Ilia, he asserts, a few days b^re Ids ^s- 
jMiture; hut we strwigiy snspeot th«t this is a 
ials^iood, atid that the fellow has coaverted them 
to His own vse. Since ikne messenger to Rabbit 
ieft Booss^ on his erasad, we have heasd no iah 
4elligence whatever conoeminf him; and aseiwqr 
thing is BOW dpe for our enterprise, vfe begin 
to feel impatient and imeasy at oar long, and to 
ns, unneeeBsary detentimii in ^Is place, and the 
irksomcBiess of our present dependent situation; 
for we are often troubled with painful appn^eo- 
aions and surmises, that som^hing unpleasant 
Biay yet intervene to frustrate our inteBtiottf> 
embarrass as with difficulties, and extinguish all 
4>ur anticipations of success. 

The king had not visited us for a fertoi^^ 
and therefere we sent a message to him thiis fo¥0- 
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jioon, intimating the great anxiety we felt to pro- 
ceed on our journey, and our earnest hope that 
^e would permit us to do so immediately, even 
before the return of his messenger from Nouffie. 
We complained that we were destitute of almost 
everything; that we were wearied out with re- 
peated disappointments, and with having nothing 
to do for so long a time ; that our health was 
fast declining, and our life wasting away; and 
concluded by assuring him, that if we did not 
quickly return to our country, the worst conse- 
.^uences might ensue, and then what would be- 
come of his good name ? To this the king made 
imswer, that it was our future welfare alone, which 
had induced him to take those measures and pre- 
cautions which he perceived with sorrow we dis* 
approved of and disliked so much; that we 
did not display our wisdom by our impatience ; 
And that to attempt proceeding down the river be- 
fore the return of his ambassador, would, in his 
0|Anion, be not only presumptuous and improper, 
but would likewise be highly injurious to our 
interests. 

The king promised to come and see us in the 
evening, and talk over the matter with us himsel£ 
According to his promise, therefore, he paid us a 
visit at the time appointed, and recapitulated that 
which he had before told Paskoe, but added that 
it would be absolutely necessary for us to make a 
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-gocxl present to the King of Nouffie, and another 
to the Fal&tah chief of Rabba. He then gave 
broad hints for one of our pistols, which he 
admired in the usual way ; but as we were not 
^obliged to comprehend his enigmas, and as we 
could ill spare the pistol, we appeared very stupid, 
and would not understand his meaning. The 
king shortly afterwards took his leave, yet he was 
by no means angry at the failure of his ingenious 
device. In respect to his recommendation that 
we should endeavour all in our power to make 
friends of the King of Nouffie and the Chief of 
Rabba, we have nothing left worthy of their accept- 
ance, and shall therefore attempt to shun one of 
these rulers at least. 

Monday ^ September \Sth. — It is reported here, 
that El Kanemee, the celebrated Arab so often 
spoken of in Major Denham's Journal, has fallen 
into disgn^^ with the Sultan of Bomou, who has 
had him imprisoned, and would have punished 
him with death, but for the interposition and 
remonstrances of the Mahomedan priests in the 
^capital, who diverted him from his purpose by a 
solemn declaration, that if he should carry his 
resentment to such an extremity, there would be 
no rain in the country for seven years, for so their 
book, the Alcoran, had predicted ; but that if the 
Sultan would be merciful, and resort to a milder 
punishment by liberating the Arab after a short 
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confitteneat, diese pio|^M4ie pnests prwM i ed Un 
AiU ' Job iMirse slioiild certminly dbiak of tlie 
waters of the Qs^rra,' ikajt k, lie dioald raMfMBh 
4dl kk «iieaiies ikatL wete «t tiiat tune b etw e e n 
Boriiou a&d tke Niger, at the «iid of ^ee yexn* 
The tupovtftiMw pmoe Iwaikeiied to these Min- 
ings of di« cmfty prieela, aad 6^ his oMBiBter at 
iftbexty after a short imp asoai aeat The Asab 
was aooased by the suten of treasonaible prao- 
liees, aad of havkig ia partk»hur made Tanoas 
atlcBipts to ohtata the affeclioa of the people, by 
oanoBses and flattery, and of eaticing tlMsasi to 
«eT(^ so that he migl^ at a firtiire day asurp the 
lights of his savmniga, aad oaase himself to be 
proclaimed sultan in his stead. 

Tueadof, September 14^— The saeae aoper- 
otitious notioBs aad prejodices respecting witcbea, 
wisardi^ and til-widMrs, and the same b^ief ia 
aecTOBMuicy, prevail here at th» day, as wece 
ourreat ia enligkleBed Europe as reoeady as 
the seireateeadi aad eighterath caaluties. Hie 
king seat a OMSsenger this aiomiog to nqneit 
the faiKMir of a eoaple of ^taoges of ]xiwdeCy 
•stBtiag tliat two women laA absooaded to J^oo^ 
whidiis a town oa thebaic of ^e Niger, a littte 
way below laguizhilligee, aad that if it should be 
found necessary, the powder augl^ be ased to 
^rightea tiie ntnagates iato a ooTB.pliaace witii the 
wishes of their purners. la the eiraing ^ 
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mwo&aj mho h»i •ssmmdcTOd tiMnsdvm «t F»co, 
l«n«ied lieie froni ^a cmkmb, md were imaedkt^ 
pelt In coninemeirt. We vet toid ^ksA these two 
poor oM^areaitaiesTeBid^ on aa kkiid a liUte way 
«p l3ie Niger, «nd w««e lately accmed Iby iMr 
tDvm'a people of the crkne of witolicraft, a«d wiAh 
Iwo qM wazsords^ tfaeir veigUbenrs «nd fneiids, <tf 
' homing mtm ^^ -tpiriU offiot individwifU,' wbi> 
i^«te said to iiay« died Ivy 1^ meant. 'Dienicm, 
«:wave of tke |>eiPBeeud«i «nd die fate tliat await ed 
4kera «iWe<iikl tbey he tolmi, eucoeeded in ttaktng 
^kekr ^mcBspe «8 soon as tlos <nriiDe wm laid to tiMir 
^tsfmr^ ; Irat tiie iennileB were wot ^te «o fert^sh 
imbe, 'for ^ae place of tkeir <eoBoealv^t was ina^ 
known to the kin^, and he caaeed them to he 
appreSieBded, as above m^atiotied. Chie of the 
repulod witelies is a f«ry Aged woman, but her 
eompankm h not quite so <old. The pvniBhmeBt 
ihfttawaits tiiem is petpettaal aiaveiy, wkereas if the 
mem bad heai caugHthey would haT« been hoand 
liand and ifodt, «w& flang i«to ^ Niger, andtheie 
Mfc to perkh. AM witches, wizarcte, and ill^ 
'Withers, are tfeafted in the same manner; die 
pvniahAient of witdies laot bea^ng so ligmroas ati 
^«t of tiieirixiale vsBooiates in the blaok art:, in 
-oonmderaHion <0f their sex. The helief in their 
Tiower is very general, and inc^ances xrf people 
ftmcying themselves bewitched, and suffering from 
tiiehr nalignant ineaivtations, are by no meapis 
uncommon. ^ . 
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. Saturday^ September ISih. — During the laat 
fourteen days my brother had been extremely in- 
disposed from a slight attack of bilious fevet, 
which has brought him to a very low and languid 
Btate, insomuch that I urged the king on Wed* 
nesday to send us away, to try if change of 
air and scene would not produce a beneficial 
effect on his health. The monarch, after many 
scruples and much hesitation, at length appointed 
the 'second day of the moon, that being, he pro- 
nounced, the happiest and luckiest of all days. He 
could not, however, forbear expressing his deeg 
regret at our determination of leaving Boossii 
before the return of his messenger from Nouffie ; 
it might be detrimental to our personal interests, 
and his own reputation also would suffer if any 
thing should befall us on the river, but he had 
already given his word for our departure, and 
from this promise he could not swerve. To->day is 
the second of the moon, but the Africans calculate 
upon it as the first only, because they never see 
that orb plainly till the second time of her aj^>eax^ 
ance. This afternoon we wished to pay our re- 
spects to the king, previous to our departure, whidi 
we understood was to take place to-morrow morn- 
ing, but to our surprise he asserted that the moon 
would not be discernible that evening, and there* 
fore that Monday next will be the day which was 
specified. The moon, however, did shine fairly 
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in sight of all the people ; nevertheless we have 
made no further remark to the prince on the sub* 
jecf, thinking it might confuse and irritate him« 

Sunday, September I9th. — This morning we 
Vere so unlucky as to upset a large bowl of milk, 
<me of which we are daily supplied with from the 
lung's house. We sent to have it replenished, 
because in our present circumstances we could ill, 
afford to lose so great a luxury. Instead of gra- 
tifying us in this particular, however, he expressed 
himself quite overjoyed at the circumstance, and, 
asserted that it was the most happy omen in the 
world, and that we ought to consider ourselves as 
peculiarly favoured and fortunate. So we were 
obliged to content ourselves without breakfast, of 
which the accident had deprived us, because of the 
superstitious nonsense of the monarch. 
. Everything is now got ready for starting. As, 
k is not our present intention to call at many in* 
habited places on the banks of the Niger» we have 
provided ourselves with a great quantity of provi- 
sions, which consists chiefly of three large, bags 
of com and one of beans. We have likewise a. 
couple of fowls and two sheep, so that we are o{ 
opinion we shall have food enough for all hands 
for three weeks or a month at least. To add to 
our stock, the king and midiki between them have 
given us a considerable quantity of rice, honey, 
corn, and onions ; and two iarge pots of vegetable 
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letter, whiicii wergk sot )es6 than a bmubeft 

Thh aftemeott, %9 emr t mqwdto Me joyv tlM 
long*expeeted and wished-fep ne«Mfig«r awvmd 
in tkn city from Rabba, accompanied by twa nesM 
aeng<er8 frmn tbe kiag of Neuffie, one ^ whom, a; 
laodest-looking, respeetaya yotrng bma, ia bia 
ewn son. Tbeae man are to be oup guidea aa to 
as Rabba, i^br we bare passed wbkb eity, isMike 
Kotiffie territery to tii& southward is under the^ 
merve^tanm of Edeveea and kia paitiaaaa^ ^ llwi 
Magla/ says the Bo€>ss2i ambassadar^ * waa de« 
fighted wMi the intetligeaca that wUte mea were 
la honour bis doaumoos wM tl^x pvesenee ; be 
ahcMRred m% the presents amde kin by Captaiar 
CkppertOR three years ago, and said a gveat deaft 
in his favour and commendation. And as a proo^' 
^ontintted the man, * of bis (neadly dispoeidon 
towards you*, and his hit^rest in your welfbre, he 
has not only sent his son aa your companioa and 
guide,, but he haa lil^ewise despatched a messenger 
1K> every town cm the banks of the Niger, either 
considerable or unimportant, even as far as Funda, 
whieh is beyond the linHts of the empire ; and he 
is commissioned to acquaint their inhabitants of 
the fact of yoar intention of proceeding down the 
river, and to desire them to assist you with their 
aneouragement and support, so fsr as it lies hi . 
Iheir power ta do/ 
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Allei sone liltte ooB0idenilkm» we kneir irot 
wketber we oagfcl toleel pleasure or regret, ^nk- 
^ReaaerinctilfereBee, «t ^ amrai of tbese men« 
jBid ike occaske wlaek bvougkt ^em kMier: at 
preeait we can only foresee tkat thej wtH be a 
beftTy burden oft (mt foods; and as h happens that 
we karve tke uliiiosi difficnity in ^e world m sup* 
porthig ottrselyea, k wiU cause us additional trouble, 
eoLpeiise, and wte asii i e ss, in providing them with 
tke bare necessaries of life. The king, however, 
bad but one leelmg on the subject, and that was 
unbounded de^ht; he capered around his hut 
with transport, when he saw our guides and heard 
Aeir HMSsage ; and after a burst of joy,, he began 
to cry like a chiM, his heart was so full. • Now/ 
said he, when he had become more composed, 
* wbatever raay happen to the white men, my neigh- 
bours cannot' but acknowledge that I have taken 
every care of them, treated them as became a king, 
and done my best to promote their happiness and 
interests. Tkey will not be able,* conthiued the 
monareb with exultation, * they dare not have 
tke ef&onlery to cast at me a reproach like that 
which they bestowed upon my ancestor. I can now 
safely entrust the white men to the care, protec- 
tion, and hospitality of a neighbouring monarch, 
who, I am convinced, if not for my sake, at least 
for his own, will receive and entcrtahi them with 
every mxtk of distinction and kindness. I know 
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and feel that towards tliem I have done my duty, 
and let my neighbours see to it that they do theirs,', 
And so he has, for though we have been his guest$ 
for so long a time, and been occasionally not a 
little troublesome to him with our importunity, yet 
we have observed nothing either in his manners 
or character to condemn, but much, very much, to. 
approve of and admire. His disposition is open 
and ingenuous, and his sentiments candid and 
sincere; no child is more simple, innocent, and 
unsuspicious than he. The little we have had to 
complain of is owing to our detention here longer 
than we wished ; but then, perhaps, we have been 
a little too hasty and petulant, and it must likewise 
be remembered that in regard to us the king's 
reputation and honour were at stake, and after ail 
he may be perfectly right in his opinions and 
conjectures. 

This evening an old Mahomedan priest, whose 
countenance seemed to radiate with meekness, 
simplicity, loving-kindness, and good-nature, en- 
tered our dwelling, and entreated us with earnest 
importunity to give him before our departure a 
quantity of deadly poison, a very small portion of 
which he wished might destroy hfe in a few mo- 
ments after it should be taken. The hoary old 
villain did not hesitate to confess, in confidencei 
that his motive for making this strange request 
arose from the desire he felt to administer the 
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poisonous drug to a neighbour, whom he longed 
to put out of the world, because he had done him 
some slight imaginary wrong. Of course we 
execrated the horrid intention of the man, who, 
rather than listen longer to our reproaches, turned 
his face and walked away. In the night Boossk 
was visited by a thunder-storm. During the time 
we have been at Boossk, the thermometer has 
ratoged between 76° and 93°, but it has most ge- 
nerally been between 80° and 90°, and the weather 
yery oppressive. . 
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CHAPTER Xni. 



The King and MidlTci take leave of the Travellerg—T&ey 
embark on the Riner and depart from BoD8sil=>-l8lfl]id 
M)elidi»— Ingnftahillig«e»-^sUiid Pfttlshie^Hra Chief of 
TeSlh — Mvssen^eis from the King^of Wowow^^Peipiexifty 
of the Travellem respecting their Route — ^Terror of th* 
BTatives at their Appearance — ^An Invalid — Diseases of 
the Natives — ^Their Medicines — ^Richard Lander goes to 
Wowow — Superstition of the Natives— Charmsi — ^Retnni 
of Richard Lander to Patashie — His Interview with the 
King of Wowow — House of Correction at Patashie— 
Native Pagan Priest — Departure from Patlbhie — ^R^h— 
Arrive at Lever — An officious Friend in the Priest Duc 
coo— Disappointment of the Travellers. 

Monday^ September 20th, — As may be sup- 
posed, our hearts beat high this morning with the 
anticipation of at length leaving Booss^, and of 
proceeding on our journey ; and we were all on 
the qui vive at a very early hour, ransacking our 
lumber, packing it up, and turning it all out into 
the yard, from whence it was conveyed to the 
water-side. About breakfast -time the king and 
queen arrived at our hut, to pay us a farewell 
visit, and bestow upon us their last blessing. They 
brought with them two pots of honey and a large 
quantity of goora nuts, strongly recommending 
lis to present the latter to the Rabba chieftain, for 
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duU nelhing we wghfehave in our possession codid 
ao effeetoally conciliate his favour, procure us' his 
friendship, and command his confidence. When 
BuUiud complimenis were passed, we expressed 
OBT aekdowledgments to both of tbem with sin« 
cerity and earnestness, for the beneyolence, ho^i« 
tality, and attention, with which they had uniformly 
treated us; for thdr kindness to us; for their 
zeal in everydnng ihaX. regaxded our welfare ; and 
flwr the proteetton they had i^orded ua during a 
period little short of two months, in whidt we had 
enjoyed the utmost aecnrity, and as much of hap- 
piness, and gaiety, as it had been in their power to 
bestow* And we assured them^ ^t should we be 
so fortunate as to return to Englaond, it would be 
our first care to acquaint our countrymen of all 
their kindness to us, which we would remember as 
l<MQg a» we livedo Wa then diook hands heartily, 
wad conduded by wishing th^n a continuation of 
Ae simpk blessings and the felicity they enjoyed ;^ 
Ibat they mi^t ever be loved by their subjects, and 
feared and honoured by the neighbouring nations; 
diat ihey mighf live to a good old age and die in 
peace with all mankind. They were both touched 
with sorrow at our words, for they ware ihe last 
which they would hear us utter ; tears were glis*^ 
tening iii the eyes <rf each as they were making an 
affiecthtg and suitable answ^ ; and the good couple 
walked out of our hut ynHik heavy and mournful 

p2 
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countenances, and immediately repaired to their 
own abode in order to make a powerful spell for 
our preservation and success. 

When we ourselves quitted the hut, which was 
shortly after their departure, we found our yard 
filled with neighbours, friends, and acquaintances, 
who all fell down on their knees to bid us good 
bye. They blessed us earnestly with uplifted 
hands, and those among them that were of the 
Mahomedan religion, fervently implored for us 
the favour and protection of Allah and their Pro- 
phet. The eyes of many of them were strieaming 
with tears, and all were more or less affected. 
As we passed by these poor creatures, we spoke 
to them all, and thanked them again and again for 
their good wishes. Our hearts must have been 
of marble if we could have beheld such a scene 
without some slight emotion. On our way to- 
wards the river, also, the path was lined with 
people, some of whom saluted us on one knee, 
and some on both, and we received their bene- 
dictions as we walked along. 

It was exactly half past nine in the morning 
-when we arrived at the river side, where we found 
two canoes lying to receive our goods, which we 
quickly loaded. But with that indolence and in- 
difference which distinguish all ranks of people 
here, the canoemen did not make their appearance 
till nearly two hours after, though we had sent 
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messengers repeatedly to them to hasten their 
coming ; the head of them is the ' Sullikin Zhil* 
ligee' (king of the canoe) that conveyed us from 
Kagogie to Ykoorie. , When our people were all 
embarked on the Niger, and ourselves, we humbly 
thanked the Almighty for past deliverances, and 
fervently prayed that He would always be with 
us, and crown our enterprise with. success. 

We had been but a short time on the water, 
when we discovered that the smaller canoe, in 
which .were six individuals and a number of sheep 
belonging to the Nouffie messengers, was over- 
laden and in danger of sinking, and that both 
were very leaky, insomuch that, it required three 
men to be constantly employed in baling out the 
water to keep them afloat. To lighten the smaller 
canoe, we took a man from her into our own, and 
afterwards we proceeded more safely and with 
less apprehension ; yet, at one o'clpck in the 
afternoon, we were obliged to put into a small 
island called Meldlie, to get it repaired, for we 
were afraid to proceed any further with the small 
canoe on account of the rocks and the . velocity of 
the current. 

. The chief of the village, a decent-looking, 
elderly man, came down to salute us at the water- 
side ; and would not suffer us to depart till he had 
prevailed on us to drink beer with him and fire off 
our guns, when he compelled us to accept of a fine 
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kid, which ^e were 4»o polite to reject He ' 
dressed in a tobe-made of a nuKlore of cowatiy 
elo^ and MaaMshctter cotton, &c. Alber we 
badTemamed on the kUnd about half an hwir, 
which was occupied in making iAke necessary re- 
pairs to the canoe, we launched her out into the 
water, expressed our thanks to ^ ehie^ and 
took our leave. MelUlie is tolerably cultivated, 
and is inhabited solely by Baegoo men. It 
lies on the western side o^ the river. Between 
^is island 4md Booss^ the river is ^11 of -smaH 
islands, with channels of deep water between them. 
!Ehe' banks «n both «ides are v«ry fertile, as well 
as the islands theuM^lves, whieh are ^nostiy in* 
habited and well cultivated. 

The euxrent, according to our est^nation, watt 
here running ^t .the late of &ve or ^aix miles in 
an hour:; and ^e -hed 4)f ih& rwer was full of 
rocks, some of whidi were only a &w indies 
below the surface ^ the water, which oeeasioned 
it to make it loud xushing' noise, and fiovevoim titt 
camoeman of Ms ^danger. Owing to tlie skilfeii^ 
ness of ours, we «ucceeded in cvossiisg one jqv 
two sunken reefs, which, in the dry seascm moes 
especially^ must be extremely dangerous; even as 
it was, we jexpenenoed considerable jdiflkuhy. in 
gettmg over them. .At two o'clock we passed 
the boundaries of Boossl., j&a the eastern side of 
^be^river^ and entered the dominions 4>f ^le Ki^ 
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ci NiQitffie. A town belonging to the fonaar 
power^ on the eajBtern haak of the river, marisi 
ib^ 9pat; but we were unable to ascertain its 
aame. We. then ir a veiled along by the side of mi 
island, very woody, called ' Any Man's Liand,' 
which, thoAigh fertile, is uninhabited, in conse- 
^lence .of tbe^ast number of wild horses whiob 
it is said to contain. 

Atfive'p.iM*^ we came to Ingu&zhilligee, having 
pasted, just bef<»«, a very large and pleasant, but 
ttNiggHng town, called Coi^e*. Ingu&zhiUigeet 
is tte fifst town on ihe Wowow ground, all above, 
on the western bank of the Niger, belonging to 
Boosak. Journeying along for a quarter of an 
iMur widtout stopping here, we put into a market 
town, on « lajEge and beautiful island called Pa- 
tdskkt jxist in time to save ourselves from a heavy 
ahower; and here we shall be obliged to.reuuun 
iUl the return of a messenger who we landed in 

* This is most probably the Songa of Clapperton, he 
having passed through it on his way to Gomie from Boossi ; 
and his name^ therefore, has been adopted in the map. 

•f This place has three juudcs. Glapperton calls it 
Camie, < ortnere properly, IVmjtrqmtf and Lander Jmgud' 
zhillijfee, li appears to be tlie first place below Booss^ 
where the^river is entirely clear of rocks, and is therefore 
adopted as the ferry, and called the < King's Ferry.' It is 
the general thoroughfare for merchants passing and repass- 
ing from "Nouffie and the countries to the Dorth-east of 
Boi3gOQ. 
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the middle of the day, and sent to Wowow foi 
the purpose of informing the king of our de- 
parture from Boossk, and of our intention to abide 
at Pat^shie till he chooses to send us the large 
canoe that we have purchased of him. We are 
now out of the protection of the friendly monarch 
of Boossk, who will have nothing further to «k> 
with us. 

About twenty or thirty paces from the river's 
side, we discovered a great quantity of huge bones 
and skulls of hippopotami, piled up on a high 
platform which has been erected for the purpose. 
These, we understand, are preserved as trophies by 
the natives, on much the same principle as foxes' 
tails are kept by many country gentlemen in 
England. From the decayed appearance of some 
of the skulls, we are inclined to believe that most 
of the animals must have been destroyed very many 
years ago. We were speedily introduced to the 
chief, who gave us a hearty welcome, and who we 
found to be a little round, fat, jolly-looking old 
man; and as soon as was convenient, we were 
conducted to an excellent hut, received a quantity 
of provisions from the chief, and then lay down to 
rest. Thermometer 76% 86°, 88° during the day. 

Tuesday, September 2lsL — Patkshie, as we 
have said, is a large, rich island, unspeakably 
beautiful, and is embellished with various groves 
of palm, and other noble trees. Its distance from 
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Boos8^, as nearly as we can guess, may be be- 
tween forty and fifty miles. It abounds with 
horses, asses, bullocks, sheep, goats, poultry, &c., 
and produces abundance of com and yams; in 
fact the soil is so exceedingly fertile, and its in- 
habitants so industrious, that not an acre of 
ground in the whole island, it is said, is left with- 
out cultivation. Pat^hie is tributary to Wowow, 
though it is inhabited solely by Nouffie people, 
who are considered honest, active, laborious, and 
wealthy. We find the river very much swollen, 
the banks are of a shelving nature, and the water 
is now nearly on a level with the highest part of 
them. We observed several small villages on the 
Nouffie side. 

- Our hut has this day exhibited a scene of 
revelry and mirth more becoming a native inn 
than a private dwelling. 

The chief of the island, accompanied by our 
four messengers from Booss^ and Nouffie, our 
canoemen, and several of his own people, all 
dressed * in their holyday best,' paid us a visit in 
the earlier part of the morning, and out of com- 
pliment, I fancy, remained with us till evening, 
with the exception of a short absence in the middle 
of the day, during all which time they were em- 
ployed in swallowing palm- wine, which is pro- 
cured in the island in great plenty, and in telling 
nonsensical stories. We were glad when they 
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Bidd it w»B time to depart, and inriag Aakaa 
kands with the acdour of drunkards, ^ey^tookthek 
leave, ctaggerad out of ihe but, aod all ««nt 
fanightng aiKay. 

It is xathor singular -duit lhaiigh:the xhief is a 
sooty blade, he has i)ngkt blue .eyes. We le- 
eeived fram Jum about naan a ifine goat, and 
piesaea of younded yam and lanai, slieiirfidia.pabn* 
oil. These >were brought in well-»oar«ed wooikii 
dishes, of buge dknensioBS ; .and wesdbsequendf 
received an ewe shaep, and simikor. dressed di^MS, 
from thecluef of an island fafllanging toJKouffie, 
which liesabreast of .this, and whom woe have n(A 
yet teen. 

The magia's son (whose name is MabaQQfflaed)^ 
and whom we find to be a^ery inlell^ent youth, tn- 
fanns us, that if Aeprki^ id Wowrow fa^ mnable 
to furnish us with a canoe ^saiffideatly. large foe 
dir purpose, it would be well to demand the 
restoration of our horses, which we could dispose 
of advantageously in Nouffie, and purchase a 
quandty of beads, and other trifles, with the money, 
as presents to ,tbe various chiefs aloog the banifls 
of the rivex. Instead of puri^asing a canoe ouv* 
selves, which would be very exp^^ive, tbe young 
man promised, in the name of his father, to ob- 
tain one of commodious aize, which should answear 
all purposes, and take us to Tagra, with m«A 
whom it should be his business iiiiewiae to get^ 
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Tagia, me htUkswe, Is •very near Beann. In aar 
4H¥n apituon, ^lis vwM eerUdnky be ^ sofett 
wad >Msttneao8 of joiiiiie3riDg dowm tke Niger, as 
the proteetien of «11 the chi^ woiiU thereby Jbe 
inenved to as. Bat we are apprdiensive that «« 
tianre gone too far towards adopting a diffsrost 
ackeme, and we tee vei^ tittle likelihood, indeed, 
that we tball be Me to embrace tthe plan sug- 
gested, «nd «o 'Strongly recommanded by M»» 
kammed, unlett die Wowow ruler be not ina. coiw 
dition to perform his engagement, and is willmg 
to Tetom our horses, w4iich does not appear to ub 
at all probable, under existing ctxcumstaacei. 
Tke messenger we sentto him is not yetnretumed. 
Thermometer 74^ 8tf>, «6^, duriagtiie day. 
- Wednesdasfy Sefi. 2StiL — Gniis maming we were 
visited by the revellers of yesterday, who brought 
with them several ffallons of palm-wine, whidi 
they swallowed in a very short itime, and to every 
appeanuBfce we were direatened widi a renewal of 
yesterday's debauch; hut luckily for us they went 
out 'for -M few minutes cto procure more liquor, 
wh^i we embraced the opportunity of closing liie 
door of our hut against them, and thus pevented 
their re-entering it. 

In the morning we wereiav4>uxfid with .a visit 
from the cinef of Te^, the Nouffie isluad alluded 
to yesterday. He is a venerable^ooking old man, 
of advantageous stature, and exceedingly corpu- 
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lent. He. expressed the utmost delight and satis'- 
faction on seeing white men before, he died, apd 
declared it was a pleasure, which neither his father, 
mother, nor uncle, had ever enjoyed, and a grati- 
fication which his ancestors had never hoped 
for ; he should therefore cherish the remembrance 
of it as long as he lived. We have with ua a 
quarto edition of natural history, with plate»; 
these, though incomprehensible to the natives of 
Yarriba, appear to be< extremely, well understood 
here, and have excited in the minds of those that 
have seen them the highest degree of admiration, 
rapture, and wonderment. . The old chief of 
Tekh gazed upon them in silent astonishment ; 
but when we took out a watch and mariner's com- 
pass for his inspection, and their uses were ex- 
plained to him, he became at first very uneasy, 
and afterwards perfectly wild with amazement 
No one in the world could express more naturally 
or forcibly the emotion of wonder, or the passion of 
fear, which the countenance of this old man dis- 
played as he looked at the watch ; nor could he be 
persuaded for a long time but that it was in pos- 
session of life and being, and had the power of 
moving. After a long and friendly chat the good 
old chief saluted us, and took his leave. 

Te&h lies very near the island of Patkshie, from 
which it is divided only by a very narrow channel. 
Of the two, Teah is said to be the larger and more 
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populous ; but with regard to agreeableness of ap- 
pearance, amazing fecundity of soil, and natund 
productions, they are pretty much alike, both being 
beyond description fertile and beautiful. In both 
provisions are reasonable, and in the greatest 
plenty ; they are both inhabited by individuals of 
the same nation, who enrich the islands by their in- 
dustry and labour ; and both have been equally 
exempt from those intestine broils and commo- 
tions which have for so long a time agitated and 
impoverished the natives of the main land. 

In the evening a messenger arrived from the 
king of Wowow, with news not at all to our 
liking. He informs us that we were anxiously 
expected in that city from Booss^ at the time of 
the holydays ; and because we did not come agree- 
ably to our promise, the prince could not conceal 
his chagrin, and was exceedingly angry not only 
with the king of Boossk, who was the cause of 
our absence, but with us likewise. The messen- 
ger continued, that his sovereign had most cer* 
tainly procured for us a canoe, which is laid up at 
Lever ; but that if we wished, or rather if we were 
determined to have our horses back again, the 
king would send them to us in compliance with 
our wishes, * for who,' said he, with much empha- 
sis, ' would presume to assert that the monarch 
of Wowow would keep the property of others V 
• It would not be paying him that respect,' he con- 
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tmaed, ^ wliidi bis rank and sftustttni detnsmdB^ 
ivere ^e whitot men td Imefre Ma dommkmfr ancl 
tlie country altoge&er, wttfaoat ftrrt. coBoing ki 
pay him their respeeta, and he would therelbrtt 
entreat u» to pay a; visit to Wqwov Intmnliately 
for that pnrpom, ot if heih ci us- covld not leave 
Patin^de, he rsqnested that I would come and hh^ 
him adieUy heeaxite I had not dxmt so mdien my 
Hlneis compelled me t?o leave his city. 

The man fmisked hia message by oomjdaimng 
bitterly of the- coidact of ih% king of BoomIl, who« 
he sdd, had acted towaidahia sovereign deeeit- 
fidiy, uidiandaomely^ and mconsistei^y, throught> 
Q\A. all the transactions m which we have been 
priadpally concerned* We oHrsebreB ase confi* 
dent that the king of Wowow will strong object 
to the anrangement of his relative, regarding onx 
heiag^ sent either to the magia or to the chief of 
the Fahbahs at Rabba, if n<rt endeavour to frus* 
trate it, because he ia at enmity with the one, and 
bolh feaia and hates the other. But how he cut 
positively prerent this scheme from being^ carried 
into dfect, seeing we dball have the magia^i son 
and a Nouffie measraiger in ^ae same eanoe with 
as, we cannot imagine. 

The monardift of Boossi and Wowow seem 
to have very opposite ^nionsr regarding our 
journey. The fonner ixraists on ike necessity rf 
our proceodmg down the Niger on the eastern 
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«r Noi^ie aide, whicSi wmM eertainly be tHe nunl 
interesting: and deaimUe; whereas the other 
makearise ef i^rong language ta persuade ii& that 
&e.¥arrib». aide of the river would be the most 
eonveitieiit^ titt most' agreeabk» and die safest ; 
aaid thai if we would m^ce up our minds not to 
attend te the king of Booaak's^ advice, he would 
aoid a-mesaengernfiridi u», who should pn^et ua 
even to the sea» This difference of q^on, vm 
aie iq^reh^isive, will involTe na in a thouaand 
perplexities. ; yet we nnist be goided in our choiee 
entirely by drcma^Mmuoh Interest, present or 
remote, and pvgudlce and passion, seem to sway 
Ae mind» of botii these raters^ though each of 
ffaem avowr his dinnterestedneas. The king of 
Booss&y a good man^ but of an hnsdble, yielding^ 
peaedul, endurtng temper, and of a timorousi 
wavering dsipositiany reque»1» oa eavneatly to 
visit the Magia and. the Faddtahs, because he 
knows ii would gratify dieir vanity, and make 
them Ha Mends ftar ever; — the king of WowoWj 
of a finn, sagacious, and unbending mind, scom# 
die friendship and defies the power of either, and 
is inveterate in. his dislike both of the very name 
of FaMtah, and that of the brother of Ederesa ; 
he is aware that our visidng thehr territories in 
person, would not only be paying them a very higK 
compUment, but would likewise, in some measure, 
be advant2»[eous to them^ and is guided by this 
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decided partiality in doing all in his power to brings 
us over to bis own views and sentiments. From 
the treatment I experienced at Soccatoo, I must say 
that I entertain a very great aversion to the whole 
Fal&tab nation ; and am of opinion, that if we 
put into Rabba, according to the suggestions of 
the king of Booss^, we shall be detained there till 
Bello be informed of the fact, and his intentions 
with regard to us be communicated to the chief. 
I am therefore inclined to adopt the advice of the 
king of Wowow, rather than to comply with the 
wishes of his august relative, though there is no 
just or reasonable ground to fear either ill-treat- 
ment or detention at the hands of the Fal&tahs, 
more especially since we have received ample and 
satisfactory assurances from the powerful chief 
of Babba himself of their favourable disposition 
towards us, that we shall be received as friends, 
and meet with every encouragement and support 
as far as their power and interests extend, and as 
far as their name is known and respected. Yet 
we cannot follow the bent of our own inclinations ; 
we are involved in difficulty ; and though everything 
appears propitious to our enterprise, yet we are 
not masters of our own actions ; we must follow 
where others lead, and we are still in doubt as to 
what we shall do. At all events, we shall be 
guided in our choice entirely by circumstances ; 
• we shall trust our fortune to the powers above,* 
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and can only pray that an indulgent Providence will 
succour, befriend, and protect us in all circum- 
stances, as it has heretofore done. 
. The Wowow ambassador, will rest with us to- 
morrow ; SLTid, on the day following, I intend ac- 
companying him to that city, not on]y to pay my 
respects to the sovereign, but likewise to have a 
final and decisive answer from him regarding the 
canoe, without further subterfuge or procrasti- 
nation. Thermometer 76°, 87°, 89°, during the 
day. 

Thursday, Sept, 23d, — ^At Booss^, latterly, we 
had the greatest difficulty and trouble in procuring 
the bare necessaries of life ; but here, in this 
flourishing Patkshie, provisions have been sent us 
from the chiefs of the two islands, in such abun- 
dance, that half of them, we regret to say, have 
been unconsumed by our people and thrown to 
the dogs : we have received from each of them, 
daily, as much as a strong man could carry, con- 
sisting of the usual gigantic bowl of pounded yam 
and meat, stewed in palm piL People here, of all 
ages, display the most anxious, though perhaps 
natural curiosity to see us; and large crowds of 
them assemble every day, and wait from morning 
till night, patiently, till they have gained the object 
of their visit. However, they are all as timid as 
hares, and if we happen to look fixedly in their 
faces for a moment, most of them, more especially 
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Ae feraaleS) and the juniar eksses <^ both eexesy 
start back with tervor, as if they had Been a ser* 
pent in the grass ; and when we attempt to walk 
near any of them, they mn away screaming, as 
though they had been parsued by a lion, or w«re 
in danger o( falling into the jaws of a CDoeodile, 
so horrified are these poor ^people at the bora 
sight of a white man, and so fnghtfiil do ihax 
imaginations picture him to be. 

In the evening, long after the sun had gone 
down, the chief brought a youth for us to pass 
eur opinion on, whom he introduced as a near 
relative. He has been ill for the last fourteen 
months, and the chief prayed that we would endea- 
vour to cure him of his complaint. He is a tall, 
lank young man, of humble, modest, and reserved 
manners. From a state of robust health and 
vigour, which it appears he formerly enjoyed, he 
is wasted away almost to a skeletcm ; and his tem* 
per, once pleasant, cheerful, and sprightly, has lost 
its elasticity, and he is become dioughtful, de- 
jected, and melancholy : however, though the in- 
valid rarely enjoys sound and refreshing sleep, 
yet he has a wonderful appetite, and he eats with 
voracity. We sincerely regret our ignorance of 
the nature of his disorder, and therefore our utter 
inability to do him the slightest benefit ; never- 
theless, the old chief solicited us so warmly for 
medicine, and with such pressing importunity, that 
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rather than give ofeaoe, and becsMse tke joang 
man complained of a sore llnoat and neck^ wlach 
fieemed to annoy him at present more than any^ 
thing else, we dutfed those parts wkh a little spirita 
of hart^orn, and wrapped round them several foUs 
of warm flannel. It was all that we could do to 
relieve his pain, and it seined to give comj^ete 
satisfaction. Poor pec^e! how ha{^y did this 
Mttle service make them ! 

The na^es are subject to v«ry few diseases^ 
and those, generally speaking, are not of a 
dangeroim or malignant tendaicy. As far as we 
are able to judge from the symptoms he describes^ 
the complaint under whach the old chiefs prot^gi 
labours, approaches nearer to the nature of con* 
sumption than to any other disease with which we 
are acquainted. Small pox is very prevalent, but 
we do not hear that it often terminates fetally^ 
Tlie Guinea-worm is frequently met with; ulcers^ 
of that frightful descnption which prevails on the 
coast, are unknown ; but agues and slight fevera 
are by no means uncommon ; and of all com- 
plaints, sore eyes and affections of the bowels are 
by far the most general. Properly speaking, the 
natives have no active medicine of their own, 
though they boast an acquaintance with a variety 
of medicinal plants, which, as far as our observa* 
tion extends, are wholly inefficacious ; they like* 
wise ascribe the most wonderful healing properties 
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to a quantity of roots and fibres of trees, which 
are sought after and vended by a number of idle, 
lazy fellows who pretend to be Mahomedan 
priests : however, from our experience, these do 
neither good nor harm, being perfectly innocent 
in their effects, and altogether useless. The root 
of a large and scarce tree holds so high a repu- 
tation for the astonishing properties which it is 
supposed to possess, that it has obtained, by way 
of distinction, the name of the * mother of roots.' 
Besides its other virtues, the credulous people 
believe that, wlijlst they have the smallest portion 
of this celebrated ' mother of roots* about their 
persons, they can assuage every sorrow, alleviate 
every misfortune ; banish care from their minds 
and want from, their dwellings, avert pain, and 
secure happiness. From the Arabs, however, the 
natives obtain great quantities of ironay which is 
a fossil alkali, and is found on the borders of 
the desert. It is a strong and active aperient, 
and possesses other medicinal properties which 
are understood by the people. It is taken by 
all ranks in every complaint, of whatsoever nature 
it may be. Trona is likewise beat to a powder 
and mixed with snuff, to which it imparts a great 
degree of pungency. And lastly, it is given to 
horses, sheep, and other animals, which eat large 
Jumps of it with the greatest avidity. Ther- 
mometer 78^ 89% 91°, during the day. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Chap. XIII ] VISIT TO WOWOW. 229 

Friday, September 2Ath. — The Boossk canoe- 
men, who have been intoxicated every day since 
they have been here, returned to their- homes this 
morning in a state of ebriety, having received a 
shilling each and a few needles, as a reward for 
their labour. Shortly after their departure, I 
landed for the purpose of proceeding to Wowow, 
and took possession of a house oh the bank of 
tliie river, which had been prepared for me. The 
King of Wowbw's messenger accompanied me, 
and having got everything ready as soon as w6 
could, we commenced our journey towards his 
city. It was the intention of the man from 
Boossk to have taken his leave of us here, and 
return to his sovereign ; but when he heard the 
extraordinary communication ' and insinuations 
of the Prince of Wowow, he changed his mind, 
and resolved to accompany me as abova related. 
I left my brother on the island to take care of 
our things, and the following renfarks were made 
by him in my absence. 

^ The Nouffie messengers remain here with me, 
and the Queen of Boossk's ** master of the horse*' 
has determined not to leave us till after our 
arrival at Lever, though we would much rather 
dispense with his company. They tell us that 
R{d>ba is two days' journey by water firom the 
town of Lever, and three from Funda, and that 
Funda is four days' journey from the sea. 
Cn our arrival at Rabba, says Mohammed, or 
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after we dudi kave delivemd a preeeat to its 
cbief, and tlie IbnnaKliet of ntroduciion are gooe 
linrongli, he wffl sappiy us wiA Ii(»r8es to convey 
as to a town wh^rem ^e Magia resides, and 
vihjch h about two days^ jonrney from tiience, 
for it will be necessary that we sho«ld pay onr 
respects to him in person. 

' The chief of Pat^hie came to see me this 
evening byktmp-Mght, accompanied by his sick 
lelative, whom he pronounced to be mudi better, 
having slept soundly during the night, and ex- 
perienced a mi^gatkin of pain. I aj^Hed a little 
more sprits a( hartshorn to his throat, and rec<mi- 
mended temperance in eating, gentle exerdae in 
the open air, to beware of chills, and avoid ex^- 
posure to nightly damps and dews. The old chief 
and his nephew (for thi^ is the reladonship be^ 
Iween them) took their leave of me with many ex- 
pressions of thankfulness. Our hut has been fita- 
tally crammed with visiters nearly the whole of the 
day. Thermometer 77°, 88**, $2°, during die day. 

* ^turdays September 2Mt. — ^Nothing worthy 
of particular nodce has occurred to-day ; I ccmtinQe 
to receive the utmost hospkafity and kindness fvom 
the old benevolent chiefs of Tcah and this island, 
the latter of whom stays with me almost aH day 
long. He took a fancy to the only English coat 
which is now left me, its green colour seeming to 
be the principal cause of his admira^n ; and as it 
is of little consequence here how uncouthly soever 
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ma Enropeftii may ke dxeesed, I cut off part of ito 
flktrts to nake him a cap. A woman belonging 
to tkt cUef died to-day in a atate of insanity. 
Aeoovding to the peofde'a aecoimt, the deceased 
WBB in good heahh thiee dxyn ago, but this 
jBioming a malicious fenude demon entered into 
her, aad began to eawiciac hear malign propen- 
ttlaes by tosmoiting her victim, throwing her upon 
fires, and into the water, causmg her eyes to roll 
in a fmnaied manner, and makmg her lie along 
the ground, raTiag and roaring most furiously. 
Last of all, they say the evB spirit put an end to 
her torture by eaiing Jwr life, and she died. 
Thermometer 74^ 80°, 83P, during the day. 

* Smndoffy September 26^. — ^A. Mahomedan 
prieit, furnished with f&n and ink, arrived at 
Patlidiie to pay Us respecto to us, and without 
wearying me with questions, he sat down very 
eomposedly and eommenced writing an Arab 
charm or prayer, for our heakh, pceserration, and 
Bttoeess. I felt no inclination to interrupt the 
man's benevolent ii^aition; and when he had 
finiriiedy the Magla's son, who happened to be 
present, animated by the same laudable impulse, 
produced a charm possessing, no doubt, as many 
TOtues as the Mallam's. These are nothing more 
than short extracts firom the Koran. Both men 
appeared to write the Arabic character with a 
readiness and £Eu;ility \diich one would scarcely 
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expect to find in this remote country. Chamns 
or amulets are in universal use, more especially in 
Yarriba, where, perhaps, the Mahoinedan re^ 
ligion is least felt, and has made least progress. 
They are generally encompassed with red cloth or 
leather ; are worn for the most part on the left 
arm ; and from ten to twenty are sometimes ob- 
served on the person of one individual. This 
custom might have originally been introduced 
into the country by the Arabs, and disseminated 
by their means through all these parts of the 
continent. The phylacteries of the ancient Jews, 
which were little rolls of parchment, containing 
written passages from the Holy Scriptures, and 
which used to be worn upon the forehead and the 
wrist of the left arm, might have given the Ara- 
bians the hint of wearing extracts from the Koran 
in like manner, and which, by the lapse of ages, 
have degenerated into the present superstitious 
practice of wearing charms^ which is so prevalent 
in Africa. The same idle stories with regard to 
reputed wizards, necromancers, &c., which are 
current in Boossk, obtain as great a degree of 
credit here ; and the people likewise believe in 
other absurdities equally detestable. To-day a* 
man has been accused of eating the spirit or 
living principle of another ; but in what manner 
he is to be punished, no one has yet informed us. 
thermometer 76^, 86°, 91^ during the day/ 
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Monday^ September 27th. — I returned in the 
warmest part of the day from my visit to Wowow, 
with 'no less than three men as 'messengers from 
the king, the whole of whom are to accompany us 
to Lever. ' It has ever heen the policy of all the 
African rulers of the cities and kingdoms through 
which we have passed since leaving Bad&gry, to fur- 
nish us with a greater number of guides and mes- 
sengers thari we have either required or wished. In 
the present instance, one would have been amply 
sufficient for our purpose, but, as on former occa- 
sions, the Wowow men are the king's slaves, and 
will be obliged, on their return, to lay before their 
monarch whatever we may give them as a reward 
for their trouble ; he will take from ilkm as much 
as he likes, which most likely will not be less than 
seven-eighths of the whole, and the little left will 
then be divided among the messengers, so that 
self-interest alone has induced the king to send us 
three men, because three men will be entitled to 
more wages than one. , . . 

On my arrival at Wowow on the 24th instant, 
I felt too much fatigued from the length of the 
journey, and the heat of the weather, to pay my 
respects to the monarch, and therefore desired to 
be excused from visiting him till the morrow. Ac- 
cordingly, on the following day, I had prepared 
myself to go to the king's house, in pursuance of 
my agreement, but was greatly surprised on learn- 
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faag Aat tlie wcentrie otd mm kad excmed Umself 
from bemgseen on that day, on tbe ssme plea as 
! had Uie day before, obaerving ^lat be bad taken 
H ride to view bis gaideiM m tbe mocniBg, asd 
Ibat ^e exerdae luid so moeb toed bim, &at be 
£^ no incKnati<» wbaterer to reeehre visilerB taM. 
nextday. Thcrrfore, k was not tiU tiie 26tb, that 
tbe king gnuited me aa andieBcer and tben be 
•aid, wi& tbe greateit in^ffeieiice, ^ I baye not 
y^ been able to ptocate you tbe eanoe wliicb I 
promised to gci; but I bme m> ^>dbt tbat tbe 
ruler of Patksble wiU ba^e k m las power to sup 
ply you with one to yo«r satisfaction, Ibr wlack 
purpose I will send an excess totint ialand with- 
out delays wfaom I will f^umi^ witb iint neeessary 
instnictions to effeet an ioMnediate porcbase.^ 
Tims, with as smdi disenaskm as weald fill n vo* 
lame, coi^iBoed with littk or no Sntemdaaion for 
aeviett wedcs, between ^ io<rereigitt of two coun* 
tries, wbo during that period wese sen^aig mes* 
sengers to each other continually, the m^ty 
Jbfuness wbick had enjoyed all tbdr thoi^bts, 
and in wbic^ they wereuneemngly engaged — the 
simfde purchase of a canoe," is even now ld% un- 
finidied ; in Hut, up to tbe present moment, no 
more bas been done in the matter, tban iriien we 
first made known our iidentions and wishes to tbe 
Ung of Boossk from the city of Ykoorie two 
months ago. So mudi for the expeditkm witb 
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iiiAkK AMcaMBtoaUytnoisact iheiraffinn. The 
king tock tlie oppofrtun^ of mfotnuDg me, tkftt 
be lAould by and bf sel aboat ereetiiig a sukable 
iHiildiiig for the recepti<m of oat oountrymeiH 
frhenever it shoiild please ibem to cone up the 
riyer to trade : for the old man dtemhes the be* 
Meft IB oommon with other rulers on the banks 
of tiie Niger, &at numbers of Europeans will, 
some tstne or other, certainly mit his country for 
the purposes of traffic 

Befoie my departure, the monaidi showed me^ 
in compBaace wkh Bay request, the whole of his 
collection of charms, which are wnlten cm sheets 
of pamper, glued or pasted together. Amongst 
Oem I diseofered a simdl editkm of « Watto's 
Hymns,' on one of Ae bUnk leaves of which was 
written:—* Alexander Anderwn, Royai Military 
Hotpiua, GosporU 1804.' It is perhaps unne- 
cessary to say, that Mr. Anderson was the com* 
panion, and I believe a very near rdative of the 
cekbrated Mr. Pttk* From the Wowow chief- 
tain, as well as from kb good old brother, and our 
friend Abba, I and my attendants experienced tiie 
most liberal hospitality ; and, on taking my leave 
of them, they wid^dme farewdl in the most cor* 
dml and affectionate manner. Bendes the note 
from Mr. and Mrs. Watson to Mr. Pwk, which 
we obtained when at Booss)^ we also saw another 
from Lady Dalkekh, of the same date, acknow* 
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ledging the receipt of some drawings from him* 
Thermometer 76°, 89^ 93°, during the day. 

Tuesday^ Sept 2Sth, — It is really tiresome to 
say anything further on the provoking subject of 
the canoe ; yet we think it necessary to remark^ 
that not a single one is' to be found here suffi- 
ciently large for our purpose, or at all answering 
the expectations held out to us by the prince of 
Wowow. Lever is therefore again fixed on as the 
place where our wishes are to be answered, and 
our hopes realized ; and we are given to understand 
that we shall leave this place for thence at an early 
hour to-morrow. 

On walking across Patkshie tonlay, in perhaps 
its narrowest part, we found the island to be about 
a mile in width; yet, in comparison to its breadth, 
it is very disproportionate, being several miles 
in length. Pat^hie is' extremely populous for its 
size, and large clusters of huts are scattered all 
over the island. From a gentle eminence on the 
main land opposite, its appearance bears a striking 
resemblance to the more beautiful parts of the sea- 
coast. 

The people have a hut here, wherein all females 
who conduct themselves indecently, or commit any 
crimes or offences, are imprisoned. This building is 
distinguished from the others by its size, situation, 
and superior appearance. Outside the door-way, 
And on each side of it, are two clay figures, nearly 
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as large as life, which are affixed to the wall. One 
of them is intended to represent a woman in an 
upright position, and without clothing, so that 
every female who sees it may be reminded of the 
object and origin of the institution; but the thing 
looks extremely odd, and the execution, as might 
be supposed, is rude and conteipptible. The 
figure opposite .to it is a pretty good representa* 
tion of a crocodile; and is placed against the 
wal], I suppose, merely as an ornament Nearly 
all the junior classes of the population here go en- 
tirely naked ; and it is not before they attain to 
man's or woman's estate that they begin to clothe 
themselves. Red clay is in general use among 
females of all ranks. The Magia's son intends 
leaving us to-morrow, on a . visit to his father, 
whom he . will inform of our movements, &c. 
From thence he purposes proceeding to Rabba, 
where he will stay till our arrival. Thermometer 
76°, 87°, 90°, during the day. 

Wednesday^ Sept 29th, — After our luggage 
had all been packed up this morning in readiness 
for our departure, and everything had been pre« 
pared for Uiat purpose, word was brought us from 
the chief, that we should be unable to start till to- 
morrow, because the Niger, he said, would receive 
a great influx of water to-night, which would be 
considerably in our favour. As it rained heavily 
and incessantly nearly the whole of last night, and 
as we had continued heavy showers ahnost the 
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whole of this forenoon, we have made no com* 
plaint or fbss at oor dw^pdntfloent, bat qdetly 
await the coning of (o^morrow. In the erening 
we were urgently solicited by ^ hospitaUe chief 
of Pattohie, for a charm to render lum succet^il 
in all his shooting excnrnons, and in hmiting ^ 
hippopotamus. This request was so<Hi followed 
by a similar one from his broker. For ourseket 
we are obliged to follow the current of opinion, or 
consent to lose our credit and be regarded with 
detestation ; and, as our charms are likely to be as 
effective as those of the Arabs, we sometnnei 
oblige the natives in this respect Thermometa 
75°, 85°, 87°, during the day. 

Thursday, Sq>t 30^— Between eight and 
nine o*clock in the morning, horses were brought 
us from the chief and his nephew, to ti^ us td 
the water's side, where the luggage had been pre- 
viously conveyed. Here we waited a good while 
tUl canoes were brought from anodier part of the 
island, there bemg but one got ready at the time 
of our arrival While we stood near the water's 
edge, hundreds of people were collected there to 
look at us, and among them was a native Pi^aa 
priest, who was dressed more £uitastically than 
any Merry-Andrew in Christendom. His clotiiing 
was manufactured ahnost solely of fine soft grass. 
His head and shoulders and part of his body were 
hid underneath an enormous thrag, in shape like 
the roof of a hut, with a fringe and tassels of 
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stamed grass* A tobe, made also of grass, es. 
eellei^y woven and of Tarions colovn., ^Mdided 
bis bod]r, and reached as&r as tbe knee; and tha 
imm wore likewise trowsers of the saane material, 
and plaited in a sknilar muiner, but this was imr 
stained, and of the colcMir of dried grass; it was 
turned up at the ankles, though a deep fringe 
hung to the ground. He i^fHroached several in* 
dividuals that were sitting on the turf, and stoop? 
ing over them, the priest ^iveloped the upper part 
of their persons in his uncouth head-dress ; shook 
it over them, which produced a strange rustling 
noise; screamed in a most frightful and unearthly 
tone; and then arose to perform the same barba- 
rous ceremony to others. 

When the canoes had arrived, and all our things 
had been r^noved into them from the beach, we 
were desired to ride to a landing-place further 
down the island, because of the ro<^s, which are 
reported to intercept the stream at a little distance 
from the place whereon we stood, and to be very 
dapgerous iot canoes which are heavily laden. But 
first of all we took a cordial farewell of the hearty 
old chief of Tedh^ who had come over to see us 
before our departure. The venerable governor of 
Patkshie, to whom we are under so many obliga- 
tions, then preceded us on the footwi^, walking 
with a staff; and we reached the {^pointed place 
of embarkation exactly at the same moment as 
the canoes. There we found a man and w(»nan 
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sitting on a mat, which was placed on the grass^ 
refreshing themselves with Guinea nuts and water ; 
we partook of their fare hy invitation, and as the 
canoes were waiting for us to come on board, 
we bade adieu, in the most expressive manner, to 
the good old chief of Patkshie, and thanking all 
the friends that had accompanied us thither, we 
jumped on board, and pushed oflF from the shore, 
cheered by the natives that were present. 
- The current bore us rapidly along, but we re- 
gretted to find the river again broken up by rocks 
and numerous small islands, which spoil its de- 
lightful appearance, and render it unnavigable. 
A few miles below Patkshie, are three islands, 
abreast of each other, and by no means destitute 
of beauty or verdure, which are called collectively 
Rdah, On one of them is a large trading town, 
and near it the canoemen landed to get some re- 
freshment. We then continued our course for 
some time without meeting any obstacle to em- 
barrass us ; but aftewards, in order to get clear of 
a reef of rocks, we were obliged to make our way 
through an exceedingly narrow channel, overhung 
with the branches of trees, and more than half 
filled with rushes and tall luxuriant grasses. This 
brought us into the maiii river again, and having 
passed along in front of one or two towns on the 
banks of the river, we came in sight of Lever, 
which was the place of our. destination, and where 
we landed at one o'clock, after rather a short ex- 
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cursion from PaUishie of three hours. Lever may 
l^ distant from that island about twenty miles. 
. Our surprise was great indeed, when, instead of 
the proper person whom we expected would have 
received us, we were welcomed on shore by a 
man called Ducoo, and who represented himself as 
agent and confidential friend of the prince of 
Jlabba ; but this surprise was not a little increased 
on learning that a party of forty or fifty armed 
Faldtah soldiers were also in the town, Ducoo, 
who is a Bomouese, treated us with the courtly 
politeness of a Frenchman, and was equally lavish 
in his compliments and his offers of service ; he 
walked with us to the chief of the town, to whom 
he took the liberty of introducing us, almost before 
he himself knew who or what we were ; went 
himself and procured excellent lodgings for us, 
returned and sat down in our company to tell us 
some droll stories, and impart to us in confidence 
^me very disagreeable news ; then hastily rose 
Vp, went out, and came back again with a sheep 
and other provisions, which he had obtained by 
compulsion firom the chief, and finally remained 
with us till long after the moon had risen, 
when he left us to our repose. A man of such 
excessive volubility we never recollect to have met 
with ; but at the same time he seems to be a most 
useful fellow. 

This Lever J then, after all, does not belong to 
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the kfng of Wcvwow, ^ngh it slftfid« 00 te ^qp^ 
minions, nor has th«e monarch a single Sttbjeei^ 
here, or a solitary canoe, so tikat we are^as^ fkr from 
getting^ one as ever we were, taiii wkk tlic Ios» of 
our horses to boot. We have been ei^oted an^- 
ont-manceuvred rety prettily by those Mows of 
B00SS& and its adjoinhig state, whom we falsely 
conceived to be our dearest and best bladt friends. 
They have played with us as if we were great dolls ; 
we hare been driren about like shuttleeocks ; we 
have been to them ^t a gazing-stock, and ate 
now no dottbt ^eir laughing^sloek, perkiqM Aeie 
mockery ; we have been their admiratioB-— ^lieir 
buffoons— their wonder awd their scorn— a by- 
word and a j«st. Else why this double-dealing; 
this deceit, this chicanery, these hdlow profes»- 
sions ? Why did they entrap us in this manner? 
Why have they led us about as though we had 
been blind, only to place us in the very lap e§ 
what they imagine to be danger 1 For can it he 
possible that the monarchs of Wowow and BoossA 
were ignorant of the state of things here, which 19 
m their own immediate neighbourhood, and whieh 
have continued the same essentially for these three 
years ? Surdy they have knowingly deceived ua*. 

As soon as we were convinced that no canoe 
could be had in this place, as we have all along 
been led to expect, we conceived it prudent, under 
existing circumstances, to detain the two canoes 
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vhick were lent us this moming by tlie chief of 
Fat&sye; one of tkem is tokrably large, and 
B«arly new; but tke oilier i» oi muck snudlet 
fenenMon8> Howev^ we aie well aware that 
tbe king of Wowow baa not yet paid for them, 
Kid we are afraid that he never wiU; and it 
grieves and sadd^ra ua beyond expresakm to da 
this thing ;. foe the island ruler is a simple, kind* 
hesffted, and good, yery good old man. But what 
can we do? ^e havener the means of purchasing 
bis canoes, for the king of Wowow baa deprived 
us of them ; our resources are neady exhausted^ 
«ad how should we be able to prosecute our jour- 
ney? The Pat^hie canoemen stoutly resisted 
our ckims,. as it is natural to suppose that they 
would For our own parts we were actually 
ashamed to hek them in the hee ; l^t our busy>^ 
restless Mend, Ducoo^ the priest, soon silenced 
tiieir remarks by threatening to cut off the head 
of him who should presume from that tmie to set 
foot in eidier of the canoes. To give his menace 
die greater w^ght, he statiotied two of bis men, to 
guard the f(»rbidden boats till the sun went down 
with drawn swords, and during die greater part of 
the night another of his men paraded up and dowa 
the banks of the rrrer near the spot aa a watch, and 
this man was continually playing upon a large drum., 
We are furnished with four messengers, be»de9 
him from Nouffie, one of whom is from Boossi, 

r2 
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and the other three from Wowow. The office of 
these men is to see that everything promised ua 
by their respective sovereigns be executed in pur- 
suance of their agreement; but no one can be 
more intimidated or alarmed than they. They 
have scarcely dared to open their lips for the pur* 
pose of speaking since our arrival ; they look as 
silly as sheep, sneak about our lodgings, and hang 
down their heads like prisoners under sentence of 
death. They are of no service whatever to us, 
rather a disadvantage in fact, but yet their wages 
must be paid them. 

After the departure of Ducoo in the evening, 
the chief of the town came to pay his respects and 
to wish us good night. He related to us a pitiable 
account of the evils which he and his people had 
undergone, and were still enduring from the seU 
fishness and rapacity of the Faldtahs ; ' and they 
never pay us a visit,' said he, * but my spirits 
droop within me, and my heart becomes heavy 
and sorrowful, for these foreigners come only to 
plunder and lay waste.' The appearance of thhiga 
at the present time seems to confirm this assertion, 
for a number of Fal&tahs are here for no other 
reason ; and the melancholy of the chiefs coun^ 
tenance was an eloquent illustration of the embit- 
tered state of his heart and feelings. Thermome.* 
ter 78% 89% 93®, during the day. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

State of the Town of Lever— The Falatahg— TheTravellerii' 
Canoes claimed — Interference of Ducoo — Detention of 
the Travellers — Their departure from Lever— The Town 
of Bajiebo— Chiefs — Canoes of Bajiebo^Departure 
froiA Bajiebo^Scenery of the River — ^Town of Leechee 
— Visit to the Chief— The Passage continued down the 
River — Madjie Island — Mount Kesa— Laud on Belee 
Island — Messenger from Rabba — Arrival of Suliken 
Rouah, or the King of the Dark Water — Grand Proces- 
sion of Canoes down the River-»Airival at Zagozhi * 

* Island-^Its swampy nature* 

Friday t October Id. — This morning, to our infi- 
nite relief, the four messengers from Wowow and 
Boossk spoken of yesterday, were paid for having 
accompanied us hither, and in the forenoon they 
left the town in company to go to Wowow. The 
Patkshie canoemen also received their wages at 
the same time, and embarked in two canoes a few 
minutes afterwards, on their return homewards, so 
that there only remains with us at present one of 
the Noufiie messengers who joined us at Boossk. 
This town is called indiscriminately Lever and 
Layaha^ though the latter name seems most gene- 
rally applied here. Its population is great, and 
though it is very extensive, it has been built and 

* The first x in this word, is pronoimced like our js in 
azure. 
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occupied a very few years only. Its inhabitants 
are all Noufiie people, and not long ago resided 
in a large village on tbe opposite side of the river ; 
but on account of the civil wars which raged ia 
their country, setting every man against his fnend, 
and against his neighbour, when property was 
insecure, freed<iin thraatened^ and J^ in danger, 
Aey were chri?«n to *efk an asyhm hexe^ vi^re 
they fancied themselves out of the influence of 
these evils, and beyond the reach of the FaMtahs, 
of whom they have an unconquerable dread. 
H&te acc<nrdingly they erected their dwdlings, and 
cleared the adjacent ground &r cakiv«tion. How- 
ever, the poor people were not left a ^at while 
to enjoy unmolested the security which they had 
been m quest of, and which they imagined they 
had foimd at Layaba, for three years ago their 
relentless enemies invaded their retreat, ransacked 
the town and destroyed their houses by fire. For- 
tunately for them the inhabitants had timely notice 
of the approadi of these marauders, and succeeded 
in recrossing the river, just before their arrival, 
without the loss of a single man ; nor could the 
Faldtahs follow them there, because they had no 
canoes. But rather than have their property de- 
stroyed a second time, and rather than be liable to 
continual irruptions of their enemies, who would 
abuse their women and enslave themselves, after 
their return hither ihe pe«^ of Laydba consented 
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io pay Aceiiain trSmte to the prince of tlie FaU^ 
ieiyi lU Rabb«« indspendeot of » kind of gxound» 
jpetttor aflkaattMg3iiff>t, which is paid to ibe owner 
^ tlie isoil ; mo that a disable duty i» by thiy 
jseaim lexacted ffom tbenu Nor is this all ; for 
^itiM ef JFaliUabs* wbicb aie wUbout em^yment 
«i bome, are ^enesaUy jwrowUng about the cou»<> 
Iry, mod levying ecmtributioaB im those viUage» 
which fue too feeble to sefliet tiMeir daimt. 

fiaehig the caae h^eid; this mooieot ; the Fa* 
iitahs ei^red tine Umn on Wednesday to take 
^om ill peaoefiil inhabitants whatever they Ihought 
proper. These men are all extremely well-dressed, 
wad are anned vnithlarge swords, which are carried 
jttbout thdir persons wherever they go, It is likely 
enough that, in this town« their object, for the 
piesffiBt at least, will he defeated, for it is affirmed 
that they a^e in temhle apprehension of us, under* 
standing that we should interfere in their unjus* 
ift&aUe proceedings; and appearanees seem to 
oonfinn this assertitm. 

This afternoon their pfucty was assembled to* 
^ther by beat of drum, and they crossed the river 
In a hurry almost immediately alter. Without 
^asking o^ permission, or giving the slightest in* 
timatkm of their intentions to eiUier of us, they 
launched imd took away the Patashie canoe, which 
we call ours, and filled it with their people, which 
some one observing, he came nmning in haste to 
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our hut, and informed us that the Faldtahs had 
stolen our largest canoe, and were taking it away. 
Unacquainted then with their true motives for tlis 
action, we were filled with apprehension, and be* 
lieving the story which had been told us, my bro* 
ther instantly repaired to the water-side, wh^re he 
observed, sure enough, our canoe filled with Fa- 
Iktahs, who were waiting the signal for starting. 
He was agitated at the insolence of the fellows, 
and ordex'ed them to get out of the canoe imme- 
diately, or take the consequences. They were 
about to obey his commands, when our ofiScious 
friend, Ducoo, the priest, stepped forward, put his 
hand upon his shoulder, and with his usual volu'^ 
bility, desired him to be cool, and he would tell 
him all. He then informed him that he had him- 
self taken the liberty of launching the canoe for 
the use of his friends, made an apology for not 
asking permission, and said, that, after the Fal^« 
tabs had crossed over on the other side, it should 
be brought back to us again. This satisfied my 
brother, and he left them, though he knew he had 
been telling a falsehood, for it was certainly his 
intention to send away the canoe, so that we 
should never have the use of it ; but as Ducoo was 
to remain at Layaba a little longer, we had de- 
termined to keep him in * durance vile,' till ano- 
ther, through liis means, should be got for us. 
In the mean time I had also repaired to the 
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water-side with a pistol, which so terrified the Fa* 
latahs, that those who were on shore jumped has* 
tily into another canoe, and all of them stole 
away as fast as they could, in great trepidation, 
for they fancied that their end was come. The 
priest subsequently remarked, that since our arri* 
val, they had been greatly alarmed on account of 
our presence, and that he had been unable to sup* 
press their fears. Thinking to pay us a compli- 
ment, he said we were stronger and better look* 
ing than any chief in the whole coimtry, with the 
exception of the sultan of Bomou. He is himself 
a tall handsome fellow, and was chuckling at his 
bwn ingenuity, but we took little notice of him, 
and gave him not so much as a needle for his re- 
mark. This same individual has begun to show 
himself in his true colours ; in the morning he 
began begging with much importunity, not only 
for himself, but for others, nor would he be quieted 
until we had satisfied his covetousness ; and he 
then laid claim to one of our canoes, which he had 
the impudence to offer us for sale, and entreated 
that we would purchase of him I Surely the man 
cannot be in earnest. This is impudence with a 
vengeance! 

Another small party of Faldtahs entered La- 
yaba this afternoon. An hour or two since, one 
of them attempted to take away a bow and arrows 
from an inhabitant of the town, who disputed his 
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-right to do io ; but :tbe FdkktA forced ioM de- 
mand by cuttn^ faim seroM the ii§^ shoulder 
mtk hm iBWord. The nmmded mm saw the 
Mood «3id wept, aad .tut away to make a com- 
plaint to Ilk ahtef, who heaitoiied to his tale and 
pHied him. After « good deal of trouble, he 
eaosed tiie bow and arre^va io be given back to 
iheir rigfal6d owner, but he could do no more ; 
he dared not punish dae jassailant for Us (mmey 
^md he was suiEered to boi^it of it at large* How 
different are these people from the peao^d and 
lu^py FakUahs in Yarriba and i^er covmtrie% 
irho 8p0:id their time solely in pastoral occupa- 
tions and pursmts! Tlierroometer 76°, S^, 87*?, 
durmg ike day. 

Saturday^ OeUAer %d* — The chief sent m 
«iother ^ne idiaep to;^dwjr, and « qnantky of 
dressed proHsions swimming in paim oiL He 
was indiioed to mfd^e ns ^us present from Ducoo% 
Insinuations, wbo, no doiibt, has his own private 
ends in ^w. The pnest boasts an acquatntanee 
with the late unf<nrtunate Major Laing, and 
affirms that iie was near the spot at the time of 
that gentleman's dea^. He can ako relate the 
whole of the circumstances attending 4fee mi^n* 
choly fate of Mr. Park and his associates. But 
this man is an eternal talker, and therefore wa 
receive all hb communications with extreme sus- 
picion. 
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In the aftemomi « small parly of men anived 
liere in a canoe ^m the ohief of die iaiasd of 
7edA, with m message (to us, poxportuig diat the 
canoes wkAdti we had, to Ub infinite snrprke, de* 
tubaed at Layaba, did not belong, as we imagiMedt 
to his fnend the Chi^of Patiwhie, hat viete hit 
own properly ; and as he <M not acknowledge the 
authority of Wowow, hut had ever heen subjedt 
to the King of Nouffie, he omsidered that we 
coidd have no Tight wfaate^mr to the canoes in 
question, and there£oie he would eBtreat us to jre- 
turn them by the hands of his messengevs. He 
liad lent them, because he was wiliiag to ohli^ 
Y18 and please his neighbour ; but he did not con- 
ceive or think tt possible, that we could make m 
tmgrateM and unkind a f>etum lor his hospita^« 
"and the rei^>ect and attention which it had been 
his pride and pleasure to i^ow us. For oar owa 
parts, we could not forbear acknowledging the 
truth and justice of the observations of the Tekh 
chieftain, and blaming ourselves for ihe st^ we 
irad tid^en. We therefore expressed our deep 
Bnd very sincere regret at tlhe measure whi<^ we 
had, from a combination of circumstuioes, been 
compelled to adopt ; yet we assured the chief mes- 
senger, a quiet, respectable man, that it was not 
altogether our own fault, (for indeed it was not,) 
as the Patdshie canoemen well knew, for Ihe men 
of Wowow had forbidden them to tii^e back the 
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boats, promising that their sovereign would pay 
for them, and the Fal&tah agent had prevented 
them from doing so. We said further, that what- 
ever might be the consequence, we had not the 
slightest objection for the canoes to be restored 
to their rightful owner ; and provided the men from 
TeUi could obtain the consent of the priest to 
take them away, they were at liberty to do so 
whenever they might think proper. But this they 
were by no means disposed to do, for they both 
feared and hated him; and therefore they bribed 
the Noufiie messenger with a large sum of 
money to assist them ia their project, and pur^ 
posed taking away both canoes in the night-season 
by stealth. However, their intentions were frus- 
trated by the watchful vigilance of the priest, who 
bad mistrusted them long before they were made 
known to us ; and when he had actually detected 
their plans, he ordered the canoes to be pulled up 
on shore, two hundred yards at least from the 
water's edge, and observed with vehemence, that 
after what he had done, should they be launched 
again into the water and taken away, he would 
instantly tie a rope round the necks of the chief 
of the town, and the Nouffie messenger that had 
accepted the bribe, and in that humiliating state, 
they should be driven like beasts to their sovereign, 
the Magla. 

In the evening, the inhabitants of the towi^ 
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iU3sembled outside our house to amuse themselves 
by dancing and singing in the moonh'ght; for, 
notwithstanding all their misfortunes and oppres- 
sions, they never refrain from indulging with all 
their hearts in these sprightly and thoughtless 
entertainments. Every dancer held in each hand 
a cow's tail; they were all dressed grotesquely, 
and a great quantity of strings of cowries 
encircled their legs and bodies, which made a 
loud rattling noise by the violence and celerity of 
their movements. They sang as they danced, and 
excited, by the oddity of their gestures, loud clap- 
pings of applause, and bursts of laughter from aU 
the bystanders. The spectacle was exceedingly 
ludicrous; we have rarely witnessed so much 
jocularity and thoughtless gaiety; and we have 
seldom laughed so much at any native exhibition. 
Though the performers panted from want of 
breath with their exertions, they yet continued 
their darling exercises, as is usual with them, till 
long after midnight. 

Like many of their countrymen, and like the 
natives of Yarriba, the inhabitants of Layabsi 
appear to bestow scarcely a moment's reflection 
either, on public misery or individual distress—-* 
upon their own misfortunes or the calamities of 
their neighbours. Nature has moulded their 
minds to enjoy the life they lead ; their grief, if 
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they gnerd «t aH, is hfA fbra moment; sorrow 
eomes over ftem and ranialies like the lightnmg'a 
fltBh ; they weep, and, m the same hrealh, iheiF 
ainrhs regam their elasticity and dieerfulness.; 
tiiey may well be said to drink of the waters of 
LeUie idieacver they please. As lomg as they 
have food tp eat, and health to enjoy Uiebr frivo- 
lous pastimes, ^ey seem contented, happy, and fuU 
of life. They tlunk of little eke.— 

*" Thought would destroy ^^ piradiM.' 
Thermometer 77**, 88^ 90®, during the day. 

Sunday^ Oct 3d, — ^We were deshred yesterday 
to get our things packed up, and ourselves pre- 
pared, for that this ftioming we riiould quit the 
island to proceed on our journey. In pursuance 
of this arrangement we had got all our luggage in 
readiness, and only waited the coming of the chief 
to take our departure, when, to our great regret, 
one (^ his messengers entered our hut to apprize 
US that we should be unable to go away till to- 
morrow, his master having been dissuaded from 
his origmai purpose by the officious, bustling 
priest, our friend and enemy. We submitted to 
the disappointment as patiently and silently as we 
oottld ; and in the evening we obtained a solemi> 
promise, that whatever might be the consequence^ 
no one should divert him ft^m tfce resolution he 
had formed of detaining us no longer tton to-day;. 
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and that early to-morrow momiag we ^idd cer*' 
toinlf depart. Thennometer 76% 8§®, 88^, dfiring • 
tiiedo^r* 

Monday^ Off. Ai&u^^Oat siaepriae and displea* 
sure may be guewed;. njien, afiter our goods had 
be«a iwuofed from oor hut into the yard ontside^r 
we were m&imed thatwe siwiild be compelled to 
abide indie town yet another day, notwithatand- 
iDg all that ^e chief had told us yesterday. Our 
padenoe was now completely exhausted ; and we 
weie in great anger, for it is disheartening to be 
always deceived and trifted with by such scoun- 
drels. Repaoring instantly to a hut, wherein we 
knew the chirf passed most of his time, we dis- 
covered him sitting on the ground in company 
with the artful Dueoo and our Nouffie messenger, 
and engaged m a very high dispute with both of 
&em. Our unexpected and abrupt intrusion, and 
angry looks, cut short their wranglmg; and we 
l^oke with much emphasis of the shamefltl manner 
m which we had been treated, and expressed our 
determination of leaving Layaba presently, in de- 
fiance of them and all their power. With the 
most insolent effrontery in the world, the priest 
ttniled at us, and replied, that we were entirely in 
Us power— that we should do as he liked, and 
(juit the town whenever he thought proper. Such 
language as this we thought was rather too bold ; 
^ pretended to be in a violent passion^ and 
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quickly undeceived him in this point, threaten-* 
ing, that if either he, or any of his men, should 
presume to interfere with us in our intentions 
or proceedings, or attempt to hinder us &om 
getting away from the town, we should feel no 
more hesitation or reluctance in shooting him than 
if he had been a partridge or a Guinea-hen ! The 
priest, who had never before seen anything in us 
but mildness, was intimidated at the determined 
and resolute behaviour we had found it necessary 
to adopt : he was crest-fallen in a moment, and, 
from being one of the most boisterous and conse* 
^uential fellows in the world, became quite pas- 
sive ; yet his presence of mind did not forsake him : 
he stammered out a kind of apology, attempted 
to soothe us by soft language and submission, in 
which he found little difficulty, and did all in his 
power to effect a reconciliation. Having settled 
this business, we went out, and assembling our 
men, attempted to draw our canoe to the river 
side, but the ground was even, and the boat so 
long and heavy, that notwithstanding all our ex- 
ertions we could move her only a few inches 
towards the river. The people were ashamed of 
themselves to see us labouring so hard, and to so 
little purpose ; and the priest, likewise, observing 
us, was convinced that we were in earnest : there- 
fore, whispering a few words in the ear of the 
chief, they both came down to the spot where we 
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were toiling at the canoe, followed by a number 
of men ; these, with the priest at their head, took 
^e work out of our hands, and in less than two 
minutes the boat was floating on the water. Our 
luggage was then conveyed into the two canoes, 
and shortly afterwards we were supplied with three 
men to paddle them with the assistance of our 
own. Here we took our farewell of the chief and 
the priest, the latter begging us very anxiously 
to speak well of him to his sovereign at Habba. 

It was not till after we were all in the canoes, 
and ready to push off, that those on shore disco*- 
vered them to be overladen, and recommended us . 
to hire one, of immense size, which was lying 
alongside. Without stopping to make them any 
reply, or listen to any further nonsense, we de- 
sired our own men to push the boats out into 
the middle of the current, which they did very 
promptly, and the town of Layaba, with its chiefs 
and inhabitants, was speedily out of sight, and 
soon forgotten. This was about nine o'clock in 
the morning, so that, after all, we had lost but 
little time in getting away. 

The banks of the river near Lever are high, 
being, according to our estimation, about forty 
feet above the river, and steep to the water-side. 
The river itself appeared deep, and free from rocks 
of any kind ; its direction nearly south. We ran 
down the stream very pleasantly for twelve or 

VOL. IL s 
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•iamteea mSes, the Niger, dunng&e wlude of tiie 
•Stance, rolling grandly along — 9. noble river, 
nedtiieir obstructed by idandB, nor defonned wi& 
nrocks and etcmes. Its width varied from one to 
three miles ; the country cm each side was -veiy 
fiat^ and a few mean, dirty-looking villages weie 
Boattered on the "water's edge. We then came to 
two small islands ; the land appeared more ele- 
vated, and in some fiew places it rose in gentle 
hills. We observed three vemarkable and lo% 
Mih on the eastern side, which rose very abruptly 
jGrom the plain, and weve separated from eadi 
other only by a few yards of ground. Both banks 
of the river were overhung with large shady trees, 
between. wUcfa we could peroeive the land behind 
to be open and well-cultivated ; and, if we may be 
allowed to form an opinion from the number of 
towns and villages which were scattered over the 
^«ountry, we shouki conceive it to be thickly inha- 
.i>ited also. 

At one o'clock, jp. m., we landed at a consi- 
derably large and spacious town, called Bajitho^ 
which is inhabited by.Nouffie people, though it is 
situated on the Yarriba or western side of the 
river. For dirt, bustle, and nastiness of all kinds, 
tliis place, we think» can scarcely he exceeded. 
For two hours after our arrival we were obliged 
to wait in a close and dbninutive hut, till a more 
convenient and becoming habitation could be pro- 
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(Cured for our reception, and the pleasure of tlm 
chief with regard to us i^cmld be known. Hem 
':we were visited by a number of the infaalutaiitf, 
consisting both of Falktahs and NouftrnM^ 
<Nouffie people). Among the former was a sa- 
l^acious and intelligent old man, who has travelled 
•a long, long way on tiie Niger, even beyonfl 
Timbuctoo; and he states, that that town is several 
miles from the banks of the river* We were sadi^* 
incommoded by these visitors, who scarcely allowed 
^u& to move or bres^ie; which, joined to the 
-heat of tdie weather and the insufferable stench, 
^rendered xnir situation truly comfbrtlais and dis- 
^ressmg. 

We were at length removed from thb horrible 
iiole, and conducted to a hut in t^ heart of the 
town, in which wood :fires had been burning the 
whole of the day, so that the wall was almost as 
-warm as the sides of a heated oven, insomuch 
that it could hardly be endured. Yet, to render 
it more unpleasant still, b large, closely- woven 
mat was placed before the door- way, in order to 
prevent a thousand eyes firom staring in upon us ; 
this excluded every breath of air. Our feelings, 
during the whole of the night, were more distress- 
ing than can be conceived: we were almost 
miffocated with the closeness and intense heat of 
the room; and dreamt that we were being baked 
alive in an oven. It appears that this town is 

s2 
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governed by two chiefB, separate and distinct from 
each other, one of whom is a Nouffie man, and 
the other a FalSitah ; for in the afternoon, each of 
these individuals sent us a bowl of rice as a 
present. 

Bajiebo is a flourishing and important trading 
town although not walled, and one of the largest 
and most populous that we have yet seen. A con- 
siderable traffic is carried on by its inhabitants 
with their countrymen on the opposite side of the 
river, for which purpose they have a great num-^ 
ber of canoes of large dimensions, which are con* 
tinually employed every day in crossing from side 
to side. Their huts are erected so close to each 
other, and with so little regard to comfort and a 
free circulation of air, that there is scarcely 
a foot-path in the town wide enough for more 
than one man to walk on at a time ; and not having 
the advantage of shady trees, the heat of the town 
is excessive and distressing. Its uncleanness, filthy 
and extreme nastiness have already been alluded 
to ; and the odour emitted from the dirty streets 
is offensive, and almost insupportable. The people 
formerly inhabited a town on the opposite bank of 
the Niger, but as was the case with those of La* 
yaba, they were induced, or rather compelled to 
settle here, on account of the commotions occa* 
sioned by the civil wars, and like them, too, they 
have been found out by their greatest enemies. ^ 
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The power of the Falktahs here is evidently very 
great. One of Jiieir number is styled chief, and 
has more authority and influence than the native 
Suler. We have been obliged to make a present 
to each of these individuals, and other high and 
mighty personages were likewise desirous of ob- 
taining a similar favour at our hands, but we made 
light of their conversation and would not under- 
stand their enigmas. 

We have seen to-day several large canoes, the 
bottom of which is made of a single tree and built 
up with planks to a considerable height. In many 
of them sheds, or houses as they are called, have 
been erected, which are thatched with straw, and 
in which fires are kindled, foo4 prepared, and 
people sleep, and indeed live altogether. The 
roof is curcular, and formed in much the same 
manner as the upper part of a covered waggon in 
England. These sheds are of the most essential 
service to the natives, as, with their assistance, 
merchants are enabled to travel with some degree 
of comfort, with their wives and household, se- 
veral days' journey up and down the Niger, without 
being under the necessity of landing, except to 
purchase provisions,, or whenever they feel inclined 
to do so. As the people have nothing that equals 
or answers to pitch, hemp, or tar, they use iron 
staples for the purpose of repairing it and keeping 
the planks together when a canoe becomes leaky. 
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tir any part of it, ai^ it frequently happens, i» sj^t 
hy exposure to the ra3rB of the sun. We haveseett" 
an old canoe, which had undergone repairs sevcn^ 
times, with no less than from eight to ten thousand^ 
of these staples driven into her sides and bottom. 
Our course to-day has been about S. b. E* 
The thermometer has been at 70®, 90® and 95^. 

Tuesday J October Mh. — Before sunriise this^mom*- 
ing, our luggage was removed to the beach, and'- 
between six and seven o'clock we were once more 
upon the water. Just below the town of BujiebO' 
the Niger spreads itself into two noble bnmches^' 
of nearly equal width, formed by an island. We pre* 
ferred journeying on the eastern branch, but for na^ 
particular reason^ The country beyond the banks 
was very fine. The island in the midiMe of Ae 
river, is small, but verdant, woody, and handsome f 
and we passed by the side of it in a very few^ 
nrinutes, with considerable velocity. It was theik. 
that both banks presented the most delightful ap^ 
pearance. They were embellished with mighty^ 
trees and elegant shrubs, which were clad in thick' 
and luxuriant foliage, some of lively green, aa^t 
others of darker hues ; and litde birds were singing- 
merrily among their branches.. Magnificent fes^ 
t«ons of creei»ng plants^ always green, hung fironr 
the tops of the tallest trees, and drooping to th«^> 
vHater's edge, formed immense natural grottoes^, 
ifeawng and gratefiil te ^e eye, and seemed to. b»^* 
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fit abodes for the Naiades of die nyer I Yet wMl 
all its aUurements. there is something wanting m 
an. Afncan sooie to remieriteomparahle in interest 
and beau^ to an English landscape* 

^< By secMt cbaims- our naiive lamd atteacts.* 
lliere is nothing here half so attractive or in- 
juring. It is seldom, yery seldom^ tiiatt^e monr 
is ushered in by ihQ ' scmg of earliest bicds;*^- 
whieh is sa CT[iinently enchantmg at home, anci 
which induces so much happiness and cheeiw 
fulneffi^, benevolence and joy. Here there are no» 
verdant fields, nor hedges, SMiomed wiA tiie jessa*- 
mine, the daisy, &e primrose, the blue4>ottle, or the 
violet, and the hundred other pretty wild fiowers^ 
which please the «ght, and exhale in spring4im^ 
or summer the most grateful and delieious^ ^^ 
grance. No fiowers here' 

^ Waste their sireetness m the desert air/ 
for not a solitary one is any where to be seen^ 
Besides, generally speaking, 'a loneliness, a so* 
lemnity, a death-like silence pervades ^e noblest 
md most magniieent prospects, which has » 
tendency to fill the mind with associations oi sad-« 
mess, and reflections of melancholy, very opposite 
to the »l^t oheerft^ess, and that internal spring*! 
ing joy which we feel on contem|^Latii^ those 
geodly and charming landseapesy whieh are &o 
pride, the beauty, and the ornament of England^ 
To lookat the cleanliness of our cottages, and the 
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tidiness of tbeir occupants is pleasant ; but when 
the dirty mud huts of the natives of this part of 
the world, with the pec^le themselves, do appear, 
in our opinion, they banish every favourable on- 
pression, and destroy the effect of all. 

In the course of an hour after leaving Bajiebo, 
we passed by two towns of considerable extent, 
anckl a hill was observed right a-head of us, 
covered with trees, one of which was of such sm* 
gular appearance, that it might easily be mistak^i 
at a short distance for a tall pole, with a flag un- 
fiirled, and waving at the top of it. 

At a little before eight in the morning, we saw, 
and passed along at the base of a high pile of loo^e 
granite rocks, large and dark-coloured, which are 
on the Nouffie pr eastern side of the river ; and 
almost close to them and- on the edge of the water 
is a small town. * In about a half-hour afbrwards 
we arrived at an extensive town, situated on the 
aame side, and called Leechee, which is inhabited 
by Noufanchie, and said to be a place of con* 
siderable rank and consequence. Here we landed 
by express desire, and finding an empty grass hut 
near the spot, we entered and took possession of it 
till such time as the chief should be made ac- 
quainted with our arrival. Here also our canoe* 
men left us and returned to Bajiebo^ where we 
bad hired them* 
• We were not suffered to wait long, but in a few 
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minutes received an invitation from the chief to . 
come and see him ; and having walked through a 
good part of the town, we at length approached 
his residence, and were introduced without cere* 
mony or hindrance into a large and lofty hut, 
where we discovered the chief sitting on a platform 
of mud, in great state, with ahout forty natives 
and Falktahs in earnest conversation on each side 
of him. He received us with great civility and 
many demonstrations of gladness, and desured 
us to draw near his person, that he might have a 
better opportunity of looking at and talking to us* 
However he appeared unwilling for us to quit 
Leeehee till to-morrow, and pressed us strongly to 
remain with him for the day, which, however, 
not all his solicitations and importunities could 
induce us to accede to. A Falktah then com- 
menced a long and pithy harangue, in which he en« 
deavoured to prejudice the chief and those that were 
with him against us, and to fill their minds with 
alarm and apprehension, on account of our ma- 
levolence, and the extraordinary power which he 
said we possessed; but his eloquence was un- 
availing, for we had the consolation to hear one of 
his own companions and countrymen desire him to 
hold his tongue, and mind his own business, and 
consequently his remarks were soon forgotten. 

We had provided ourselves with a small present 
for the chief on our first setting out for his resi« 
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Senee^ but after whatwe kad seen and heard, we- 
fimeied that it was too triffing, and feared tiial Hr 
woM. be xetumed as such by the chief, and that 
we Bhonld be exposed to abuiro and nbaidry fronr 
ftose that were wi^ him ; tiierefore sometbmg was: 
added to the gMt before we presented h: We t^ev 
took our leave of him and* lus peopie, and instentiy 
made our way back to Ae wat^nnde, if^iere we* 
wntedin the grass hut, what i^Tpeared taus to be s 
hmg, long time, for the appearance of ^e canoo' 
men with whom the chief had promised to supply^ 
nr. In this hrterval, the governor i^nius a pofe 
of honey, a couple of fine lemcms, and a few^ 
Ihnes.^ After a consHJbrable delay, a man for eac& 
canoe could only be procured for us, so that two oF 
our own people were ol^ged to supply the plaee^ 
of others as well as they could. 

The width of the Niger at Leechee is about 
ftree miles^, and the inhabitants^ have plenty oF 
canoes for the purpose of crossings the river, for 
fishing, and for oAer purposes. About hal5-pa8t 
ten we got into our canoes, which we pushed off' 
the shore^ and proceeded at a good rate down 
fte str^m, along the side of a' conquerable 
&land, which is within gun-shot of the town ; an(f 
after passing a large open village, of respectable 
appearance, wMch is on the western bank, we put 
in at a small town, a few mfles b^w, also on the 
Yarriba side of ^ river, where we were con* 
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strained to go in quest of (^her canoemen^be* 
cause those fif»m Leechee, though they had beeii:> 
with us only £orty minutes, and had certainly not« 
laboured very haid,. had raised to proceed mlh vm 
any further,, nor could aU our eiyicaa:xent8 inducer 
them to forego this resolution* Here we wer^ 
detained in our canoes and expos^ to the aun for 
a&^ hour and a kal^ in order to obtain fresh canoe^ 
men, the inhabitants of the to.wn being absent Im. 
liiefields* 

bnmediately after leaving this town we passed, 
another island, of goodly appearance, but we uiif- 
d»8tand it is uninhabited. We then, came in sight 
of a double range of rocky hills, one of which is. 
dose to the water, and both, running from norl^^- 
east to nearly due south. At one p. m. we wer^ 
again obliged to put in and land at a small village,, 
whidi is situated on an island,, for an. exchange^ 
of canoemen, for, like those from Leeehee, ^ese? 
were unwilling^ to- go a great way firom theicr 
faomeSi In an houi^s time a. numb^ of the^ 
idanders came down to us, and paddled us. to tha: 
cq>poBite side of the river, and front thence along; 
the base of the hills already alluded to. The ap»; 
pearanoe of tiiese hills ifr wild and gloomy, though 
Bighly romantic. Trees of hungry growth andl 
stunted shrubs, whose foliage seemed for tlie mo£^ 
part dull and withering, shoot out of the hollowek 
and inter sticea, and overhang immense ppecipiceSy 
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whose jagged summits they partly conceal. In* 
deed, these hills look dismal and lonesome in the 
extreme, and seem to he visited only hy wild beasts 
and birds of prey, or by the shadow of a pass- 
ing cloud, which serves to increase, if possible, 
their dreariness and gloom. On the top of one of 
them is a huge and singular block of white stone, 
which, at a certain distance, greatly resembles an 
ancient fortification. We arrived at the end of 
our journey, and the termination of the nearer 
range of hills, between four and ^ye o'clock in the 
afltemoon, when we landed at a fishing-town on a 
small island, which is called Madjie^ and belongs 
to the Noufanchie. Here we were received with 
cheerfulness by the chief, who accommodated us 
with a roomy hut, sent us a quantity of dressed 
provisions, and otherwise treated us in the most 
hospitable manner. The banks of the river that 
we have passed to-day are high, and well culti« 
vated. The direction of the river rather to the 
eastward of south, and the distance from this 
island to Bajiebo about thirty miles. The ther- 
mometer has been at 78°, 92®, 94^ during the 
day. 

fTednesday, Oct. 6th. — About seven o'clock 
in the morning we departed from the island of 
Madjie, where we had slept, and pursued our 
journey down the river, which for a short distance 
takes a turn to the east, by the side of another 
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ratige of hills, and afterwards flows for a number 
of miles a little to the southward of east. Near 
the island of Madjie, the Niger branches into 
three streams, and we were recommended to follow 
the most easterly, because the other two were 
neither considered so deep nor so free from 
danger. 

On leaving the island we journeyed very ra- 
pidly down the current for a few minutes, when, 
having passed another, we came suddenly in sight 
of an elevated rock, which is called Mount Kesa 
by the natives, and almost at the same instant we 
found ourselves abreast of it. It forms a small 
island, and is probably not less than three hun- 
dred feet in height, which renders it a conspicuotis 
and remarkable object. It i& excessively steep, 
and rising out of the river as it does, its appear- 
ance is irresistibly imposing and majestic beyond 
expression. Its base is fringed by venerable trees, 
and less magnificent vegetation, which also strives 
to spring forth from its barren and almost naked 
sides. The height of Mount Kesa, its solitary 
position, and the peculiarity of its form, distin* 
guish it from every other, and render it an ob- 
ject of more than common interest. It is greatly 
venerated by the natives of this part of the 
country, and, as may readily be imagined, favours 
the superstitious notions which are attached to it 
by a simple and credulous people, who, like the 
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milgar of £urq>e, are fond of the marvellous. The 
Btory attacked to Moimt Kesa is of a very roman- 
ce Bature. The nadves believe that a henevolerit 
^^nius makes ihe moxmtain his larourite and con- 
tinual Abode, and ^spenses around him a bemgn 
iand heavenly influence. Here the misfortunes ^ 
the unhappy are alleviated, the wants of the needy 
^supplied, and the lamentations of the mourner 
.turned to joy: sin, sorrow, and suffering are un- 
known.; solemnity gives place to merriment, and 
:the solicitude of fiiturity to present enjoyment 
;and thoughtless jocularity. But more ei^)ecialiy, 
^ay the natives, the weary traveller here finds a 
■Yefuge 6om the storm, and a rest £:om Jiis toils:; 
liere he reposes in the delights of security, and 
Tevels in the comforts of case. However, to ob- 
tain all this, he makes known iiis wants and ^ 
sires to the spirit of the mountain by suppHcatioii 
and prayer, when they are instantly answered ; lie 
receives the most delicate and excellent food from 
Invisible hands, and when sufficiently invigorated 
hy relreshment, he is at liberty either to continue 
-liis journey or remain awhile to participate in the 
-blessings of the mountain. Suck is liie story we je- 
«ceived from these superstitious people of this cele- 
brated mount. A little to tlK northward of it is 
a naked rock, which rises only a few yards abo^e 
the surface of the water ; but from its insignif- 
cance it is unworthy of particular description*^ 
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A c8Boe« m whicfa vma a Mahomedan rrwwf 
ifdth Mb women and tram, kept compasj with as 
*down the rivor, and Rabba was the place of its 
destination. A very spirited competition was for 
some time maintamed between iiis canoemen and 
ours, in regard to Uie velocity with which they 
coidd impel their respecti\« boats; but that of 
the priest was three times larger and heavier 
than ours, and he was at length constrainad to 
forego the contest, the odds being so very mudi 
against him. This created a loud laugh and a 
little cheering on our side, and much merriment 
-cm both. All the canoes then proceeded abreast 
of each other, and the whole of the party were on 
the best possible terms. The priest's wives strove 
to entertain us to the best of their ability with 
specimens of their music. One of them played 
on a four-stringed guitar, and her companions 
accompanied the instrument with their voices ; and 
though the noise was not very melodious, still it 
^as more agreeable to us than silence ; indeed, 
we were highly pleased with the attempt of these 
«ooty ladies, for how rude soever the performanoe 
joaay be, music 1ms oftentimes a {feasant and sooth- 
ing influence. 

At nine in the morning we landed near a small 
town to procure a fresh supply of canoemen, and 
Tve waited for them above an hour, without visit- 
ing the acyacent village. As soon as we had ob-> 
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tained them we journeyed along the eastern side 
of the river ; and, at eleven a. m., perceived the 
smoke of the far-famed Rabba ascending many- 
miles before us. In another half-hour we drew 
near an island, called Belee, which is exceedingly 
low, flat, and swampy. Here we stopped at a 
large, but mean and dirty-looking town, wliidi 
stands close to the water's edge. 

We were shortly introduced to the chief, who 
is a great, rich, and important personage, if we 
may believe the representations of our messenger. 
He informed us, that Mohamed, the Magia's son, 
who had left us at Patkshie, had returned from 
his father, in pursuance of his agreement, but, in-^ 
stead of remaining at Rabba, as we expected, lie 
had come over to Belee, -and been waiting three 
days on the island, in expectation of our arrival. 
However, having heard in the earlier part of the 
morning that we were to have slept at Madjie last 
night, he instantly left Belee in a canoe, and pro- 
ceeded up the river to meet us. For ourselves we 
had neither heard nor seen anything either of him 
or his canoe. The governor further said, you will 
be obliged to remain at Belee till Mohamed's 
return to the island, for he has news of importance 
to communicate to you ; to-morrow morning you 
will leave hence, and proceed to another island, 
which is further down the river, wherein it is 
arranged that you shall abide till your affairs be 
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finally adjusted. There was some mystery about 
this, which was unexpected and not very grati-r 
fying. 

It was nearly evening before Mohamed returned 
to Belee, and he came to us in a dripping state, 
with an excuse that he had been upset in his canoe 
two or three times. After the first salutations 
were over, he informed us of his visit to his fether, 
and its result. The Magia had desired him to 
assure us of his ' best wishes in our welfare, and 
his determination to protect, support, and en* 
courage us, as far as he was able.' Mohamed 
then drew our attention to a young man who had 
entered the hut with him, but whom we had not 
Ibefore observed, and introduced him as a mes- 
Benger sent to us by the Falktah prince of Rabba. 
This man said that his master, named Mallam 
Dendo, had commissioned him to acquaint us, 
that he heartily concurred with the king of Nouffie 
in the favourable opinions and sentiments which 
the latter entertained for us. With respect to our 
visiting Rabba, which he understood we were very 
much disinclined to do, he should not urge us; 
and rather ima^ned that we should be more com- 
fortable and enjoy greater tranquUlity on an 
island on the opposite side of the river, where he 
would recommend us to stop. The chief of Belee 
had previously made us acquainted with this ar- 
rangement. The Fal^tah messenger concluded by 
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cibflerviiig Aat we sbooid h& visited oaoi ike nmr* 
lowbytiie ' Kmgqftk&Bmrk Wakrr who wcmld 
escort us to the island in question, of whidi he 
!& govemiox* 

In die eveniwg the ddef of Belee made us a 
present of a qneastity of gooaca niits» a large pot of 
hamsf^ a dkecp, and dressed psmaicMa in abuo- 
^uobse, with a hnge caldba^ «£ aocue beer* He 
bo^oted tiial he wa& the king of Noise's head 
abure, and a migkfy man oi valoior ; and axt£ai^ 
iafflnuated that hf expected a present &om us ia 
proportion to his rank and eman^ce* But we 
baye seen sueh numbers of kingsv prkices, aod 
great aoeift kitely, that we are heartily disgusted 
with sJl who bear the epithet;^ they are so mime^ 
lous, that they would be as difficult to count as the 
drops of rain in a heavy shower. 

The thermometer has been at 79^, 92% and 94P 
during the day. 

The course of ike wfex from Hai^ie to this 
island has been to the S«£.« the distance about 
twelve mileSk The ea^m or Nouffie bank of the 
xiver is moderately high, and overspread with low 
JUlls, and bodi. banks are well cukivi^ed* 

Thur9day>^ October 7<A.— So early as five o'clock 
in the morning owr canoes were loaded, and havinf 
breakfiisted on a slice of yam« we were luUy pr&> 
pared to quit the island. Butaa it was not deemed 
either politic or proper to go away till the amvai 
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of the great JTrwgr of the Dark fFater^ who was 
Itourly expected^ and who might be hidined to 
constnte oar departure into eontempt, we co»- 
Bented to await his coming* Though we have 
'been exposed to a thonsand nmsMices, and aH 
manner of inconveniences, and are pretty weB 
reconciled to them all, yet rather than remahi m 
a close bla^ hnt, Ml of men, whose garmenta 
are generally covered with vermin, and rarely, if 
^ver, cleaned, and who make it a common practiofr 
to sit on the mat whereim we tleep ; rather thas 
do this, we stepped into our canoes, and having 
p>iished off from the land, we waited the islander's 
arrival mider the branches of a large tree at a litde 
^stance from the town. 

Between nine and ten, a. m., we heard a number 
of men singing, and keeping time to the motion 
c^ many paddles, but we coold see no one. How- 
ever, in a very few minutes, a canoe, which was 
paddled by a few men only, came in sight, and we 
knew by this that the Water King was approach- 
ing. It was instantly followed by another, and 
much larger one, propelled by above twenty very 
fine young men, whose voices we had been listen- 
ing to just before, and who were still continmng 
their song. Thenr music was slower, but very 
«milar to that which may be heard on many parts 
of the western coast- The King of the Doric 
Wafer was with IheUt As the canoe drew nearer 
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we wc^re not only sarprised at its extraordmary 
iength and uncommon neatness, but likewise at 
the unusual display of pomp and show which we 
observed in her. In the centre a mat awning was 
erected, which was variously decorated, and on the 
front of it hung a large piece of scarlet cloth, 
ornamented with bits of gold lace stitched on 
different parts of it. In the bow of tlie canoe 
were three or four little boys, of equal size, who 
were clad with neatness and propriety ; and in the 
6tem sat a number of comely-looking musicians, 
consisting of several drummers and a trumpeter, 
ivhilst the young men who had the management of 
the boat were not inferior to their companions 
either in decency of apparel or respectability of 
•appearance. They all looked in fact extremely 
well. 

As soon as this canoe arrived at the landing- 
place, the * Water King' came out from beneath 
the awning, and, followed by the musicians and a 
Buite of attendants, walked to the hut wherein all 
public matters are transacted, and whither, in a 
few minutes, we ourselves were desired to repair. 
The chief of the island, with his elders and the 
more respectable of the people, were seated, on our 
entrance, on each side of their important visitcnr, 
and my brother and I, as a mark of distincUon, 
were invited to place oursjelves in front of him. 
Wlien the usual compliments had passed on both 
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Bides, he informed us, with much solemnity, of hig 
tank and title; he then alluded to the cause of 
his coming, which, he said, was to do us honour, 
and repeated what had previously heen told us by 
the king's son. This being done, he presented n$ 
^th a pot of excellent honey, and two thousand 
cowries in money, besides a large quantity of 
goora nuts, which are cultivated in the country, 
and which are held in so great esteem, that the 
opulent and powerful alone have the means of 
procuring them. Having nothing further to saj 
or do, we shook hands with his sable majesty, 
^hose name is Suliken Rouah, expressed out 
acknowledgments for his handsome present, and 
iretumed to our boats. 

' The * King of the Dark Water^ is a fine-looking 
inan, well stricken in years ; his skin as black as a 
boal ; his features are coarse but benevolent, and 
his stature advantageous and commanding. He 
Svas dressed in a full bomouse, or Arab cloak, (rf 
inferior blue cloth, underneath which was a varie* 
gated tobe made of figured satin, country cloth 
and crimson silk damask, all patched together ; he 
likewise wore a cap of red cloth, Hkussa trowsers, 
and sandals of coloured leather. Two pretty 
little boys, about ten years of age and of equal 
ibize, and who acted in capacity of pages, followed 
him into the hut. Their clothing was neat and 
becoming, and then: persons mcely clean ; each of 
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tbem was fundalied wUk aa onamefited cow's tail, 
imd they stood <Hie on hk r^ht hand and tha 
other on his left, to brush away flies and othec 
insects from his penoB« and siq^y him with 
goora nuts and tobaoco. The king was also ac» 
companied by «k of his wives, fine handsome 
jet-black girls» dressed in neat country caps edged 
with red silk. Native cloths, made of cottcm and 
ailk, were featened round their waists, beneath 
which they wore a sort of short frock* The usual 
custom of staining their fingers and toe^uiils with 
henna appears to be general among them ; their 
wrists were <»mamented widi neat silver bracelets^ 
smd their necks widi coral necklaces. 

To such a man as the ' Waiex King/ with such 
11 suite and sudi a title, the greatest honour is ex- 
|>ected to be paid^ and we therefcne showed ous 
Te^ct by saluting him with a discharge from two 
or three muskets; and by waiting patiently his 
return from the eouncil-hut, wherein he stayed two 
whole hours, during which we were sitting in our 
eanoes, exposed to a very hot sun, for we had 
removed them from under the tree by the side of 
bis own. 

It was exactly mid-day when Suliken Bouah re* 
embarked in his princely canoe, and quitted tho 
island of Belee. Determined for once to make aa 
attempt at a more respectable appearance, for 
heretofore it had be^i extremely mean and homely^ 
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we baBtHy oaaatmaki sb Mmiog t>f mnr sheets.. 
It was the £iBt time ive liad iBade use of woch a 
lldng, tiioug^ ipe an vitfaaitf; amlareUai, and SS, 
dk&i had ?>ot^i»g but sligbt Jtorar iMKte io pfo t f ct 
0n heads &om die Eom. ;A3»ove the ansning una 
alevaled a deader staf^ an the ^p of ivhi^ »« 
&ftened our Ba(li(nud cxdoun, the onion tfiag^ 
<ddch was kmdly gh«ii as by a gentlemia aa 
Hk coast, viho -was comnniadwrt af AoanndHMa. 
When unfurled and waving m Aa wind, it 
looked extremely prel^^ and it made our hearta 
glow with pride and en^usiaun, as we loolced cm 
ihis solitary litde haimer. We Ihanq^ it would 
he of service to ns also if we made as gay sm 
sffOBxtmce as like ksag and Ids ioilowers; and 
aooordingly I put on an oM naval un^wm xsoat 
which I had w^ me for state oecasaoBs, and m$ 
bvother also dressed houietf in as grotes<iQe and 
gaudy a manner as our resources would a&nL 
Our eight attendants also pot on new white Ifa^ 
homedan tebes, so that <mr canoe, with its ' 
awning Burau)unted by the union flag, loor < 
men in new dxssses, and ^onrselves appearing aa 
4)ffioers, contiabnted ntal a IMe to the effect of the 
srhole scene. * The august King of the Dark 
Water,' with his vetimie in taiieaty canoes, con* 
^bscendingly gave us the precedence, and oiara 
was the &Bt tiist moved off from lanc^ and led tha 
way down the ri¥er towards Babbii^ 
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For a little while we continued to take the lead^ 
but the chief soon went befoie us, for two reasons; 
First, that he might iiaye an op]K)rtunity of look-r 
ing at us ; and secondly, that we might have a 
fair«r chance of seeing him in all his, state, fof 
which purpose he had placed himself outside his 
Itwning on an elevated and conspicuous seat. 
However he only wished to get a few yards befcnr^ 
tis, for his canoemen soon lifted their paddles oul 
of the water, and the boat fell back to its form^ 
situation. This going before and fallmg behind 
was done repeatedly. The musicians in the large 
fianoe performed merrily on their instruments, and 
about twenty persons now sung at intervals in re* 
eitative, keeping excellent time with their paddles* : 

A brisk wind sprung up the river full in out 
faces, relieving us from the extreme he^t of the 
Weather, which was remarkably fine ; the scene 
before us was very animatmg, and the whole of 
us were in high glee and spirits. Other canoes 
joined us ; and never did the British flag lead so 
extraordinary a squadron. The * King of the 
Dark Water' might be mistaken for a river god ; 
and his wives now and then showing their pretty 
black faces from under the awning, cast many an 
arch look at us with their sparkling, jetty eyes. 
It was not long before our reverie was inter* 
rupted by a great noise from the adjacent land; 
and on turning we perceived the bginks of 9^ 
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island, called Zagdzhij which were lined with 
numbers of people, admiring our flag, and watch* 
ing us very earnestly, by which we guessed that 
this was tlie place of our destination. The island 
is so uncommonly low, that the houses and tree^ 
appeared as if they were standing in the witter^ 
as indeed many of them actually were. Here we 
arrived, and landed between one and two p.m»| 
having enjoyed a pleasant excursion of eight oi 
nine miles. Ours being the first canoe, before 
we landed on the island we waited for the king 
to precede us, and the moment he set his foot on 
shore, we fired a salute of four muskets and three 
pistols. Suliken Rouah was rather alarmed at 
this, and demanded whether we were gomg to 
make war on him. He was soon relieved from 
his fear, by being told it was an honour that we 
had been in the habit of paying to all the princes 
yfe had met in our travels ; which he no sooner 
understood, than he expressed himself much gra* 
lified by our attention. Suliken Rouah went in 
person in quest of a dwelling-house, and led us to 
one of the best which the island affords ; however, 
it is miserably bad ; for, as the town is built on 
a marsh, every hut in it has the disadvantage, 
during the whole of the rainy season, of soft damp 
floors and uncomfortable roofs. Our own has 
positively pools of water springing up out of 
the ground, and on this we shall be obliged to 
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Ike ^nMs of tbe knfts are ^bidt of and 
from Ibe livez:, BlcuugliieoBd and BspiKXted by 
VFOodea piUars snd xibs i>f die tn«ie aaaletialfi:: 
however these db oot pvei^rait &eni fion cnckiiig 
kk a koadied >iiifiexeiit flaoei ; and iacge chuiks» 
a<k[iittiiig imd jmd cflin, may !»• dbserved a tin 
Ifrall of evevy imt IHiey lA kai^ iadeed, kh- 
vsnably, a very cKrty and ivve^died a|^)easaaoey 
Ihoci^ &eir mmates, ^enendfy speaidDgy aia 
tederfitooi to be «p«ieid^ ^dean, and wefetAikikOk 
Having conducted tis to <nHr j&ot, tbe cluef «€ ^bm 
kland skeok Stands very iieartily 'wiA va, and 
asBored fts l^at we slraittld watft sodikig. He somi 
provided ttB \v^ doors of baoilioo fisr ear hut, and 
a namber of inats to spread ^m liie floor, wlaiA 
inade it tolerably coBifbitable. In the evening, 
font krge oidalbaAhes of stewed Tice, mA f oa^ 
and no less Itiaa ten gallann <ai pUh or txmsHaj 
beer were sent vs. About «eveii in 1^ ev^eiiii^ 
messengers arrived horn Habba, to lafonii «i iiaX 
fiiey should oome ^arly in 1^ matrnx^ for liha 
presents we intended lor l^e chieC They wd 
that the king would not put ^tt to 4^ trouble rf 
going to Hsee Imn, as the towa is full ^ Arabs, 
whose begging propensilaes would be Tery moon* 
itement to ns. I was muc^ pleased witli l2iis in* 
telHgence, Imowiiig vevy wdl the chaa»cter 4}F 
these Arabs; and I sent word back that I was 
much obHged to ban, and «lhoidd be gtigmorei^ 

• Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Chap.Ziy.] RASSA. 283 

if he would dispense with my going to the sansan 
^r camp at a short distance from the town to 
yisit the King of Noufie. 

Rabba is opposite Zagozhi, and appears from 
jMace, a distaAoe cf two mileB, to he JMi immoas^ 
large, populous, and flouridmig town. It is built 
<m the slope of a gentle hiQ, and on a spot almost 
entirely bare of trees. The Niger, both yesterday 
jind to-day, hdB flowed in a direction to the south 
49f«ast 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Stay at Zagoihi— Presents sent to the Chiefs of Rabba— 
An old but tioublesome acquaintance — ^Presents from 
the Kings of Nouffie and Rabba to the Travellers— Im- 
portunities of the King's messengers — ^An Arab merchant 
—Policy of the Fal&tah Chief, Mallam Dendo, in securing 
the possession of his conquests — ^Former Expedition of 
the Fal&tahs against Funda— -Rabba market—The King 
of Rabba discontented with hb present — Constematiou 
of the Travellers — Park's tobe sent to himr— Joy of the 
King on receiving it — ^Permission to proceed — Treacherous 
conduct of the King of Nouffie— The King of Rabba'a 
answer — Conversation among the H^ussa merchants— » 
Mallam Dendo the former King of Rabba — His charac- 
ter — Rabba market — Island of Zagozhi*-.The islanders 
expert canoemen — ^Manufactures of Zagozhi — ^Promise of 
a canoe. 

Friday^ October Sth, — Mallam Dendo, the cou- 
sin of Bello, we find is still living, but in a 
very old and feeble condition. He is besides 
nearly blind, and thinks he has not many more 
years to live. Being a cautious, peaceful old 
man, his chief concern is to establish his son as 
his successor, and fearing that there might be 
some dispute about it after his death, has already 
given up to him the reins of government. The 
usual form on these occasions will be observed, 
and is to take place on the first day of the new 
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moon. The son is to ride through all the streets 
of the town on his father's white horse, preceded 
by all the principal people of Babba, attended by 
trumpeters, &c., and thus proclaimed king. 

Early in the morning, the messengers from the 
chiefs mentioned yesterday arrived, bringing with 
them two fine sheep and a great quantity of rice* 
They were accompanied by a messenger from the 
general, a Bomou man^ with another sheep. We 
are obliged to accept of this latter much against 
our inclination, for it will cost us ten times its 
value, but it is a treat that we have not had since 
\re left Ykoorie, It appears that we shall be re- 
quired to give presents to nine persons before we 
shall get away from this place. 

Having prepared the presents, I collected the 
messengers and laid out before each of them those 
that were intended for their masters ; they expressed 
themselves pleased with them, and assured us 
that their masters would be also. In order to 
make them some reward, and secure their good 
will, I gave something to each, and dismissed 
them. We also sent away Mohamed, his country- 
man and associate, the Nouffie guide, who had 
accompanied us hither all the way from Boossft* 
The presents we have made, consist of a handsome 
looking-glass, with a gilt frame, a pair of silver 
bracelets ; a snufif-box, tobacco-pipe, knifci razor* 
4wo pair of scissors, four new shillingSi and a 
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Bomier of Books o» milvral Hstovy, wftK ]dateac 
Besides thesev W9 sent Ike Kin^ of Nou£ie a 
pocket eon^pflss^ snck tlie Prwe ol Rabba a 
camera obs«wra, dkmmq; each ol tbe meataagen^ 
to isfom their sovereifitt tkal Ae lifter aiitieles 
weie inyalitable, h^ Aat owin^ to tiKlcngdk 
of our jotmiej, aoad tiie fevr tysgs. whiA were 
left us in eoaseqwiiee, we were eoo^Ued to part 
wi& then— only, howevei^ tQI sadi time as we 
sltoold retom to the coontE^r agvor iv^tea we 
&oped they woaM he giren back to as^ for a haad» 
some preseat which we shoiid biing fi>r the pur^ 
pose. Mohamed and the Jalktak messeager 
promised to retom to Za^diht in a coujde of 
days ; but the NouiSe g»de, a sorly,^ ]il-&Y0«ttd^ 
and dissatisfied man, has no wisb to see us again, 
and therefore he wiS remraa ai heoia The oU 
^ King c^ tiie Dark Water/ aad afier him sonreral 
ef his pe<^Ie paid us a ?isit to-ch^, bringn^ witk 
Aem an enomious qaai^ of b^ of laeot and 
poimded yara^ boiled or stewed in pafaa oil^ ani 
aban da nc e of less delicate jfmmsaoas ; and strong 
beer sii^idettt for a r^^itaeBt of sc^&rs! A 
H&ussainterpnter followed in histians» sa that we 
Imd no difiealty in aBdentaiid&^ eack other; bat 
those who sabse<}aentfy vidted our dwelliaf^ we»^ 
not qui#e so fortunate, and we eould mA Cfmapie* 
bend a single word which tiiey uttered* Having^ 
broaght their offering o! provisiOBs aud beee ift 
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^e pots asi caisdbs^esy and kid it «l our feet^ 
t&ey wisbied r^y miKh t& enter info eoBvefsstic« 
Willi m, and were iwcli craclbsed and diseoneevted 
9^ onrignovaaee i^tke Nooffie hmgoa^, aiid oov 
apparent diihiess ci comprehenslrai ; at first, they 
ateed at as m facant astCHnshmieBl, then looked 
ai eacb other Ter3r evmamf^y^ and afterward? 
looked miso our faees agm. Finding at length thai 
^her we co«dd noi, or wcmld nol, understand theiY 
words and gestures, they burst into a loud laugh 
$:ad went away, leaving theiv pots and ei^abashes 
Ibehind ^eB»« l^ese men were e^ftiemely weH 
dressed, and respectable m their a]:^aiance. 

Saiardafj tktober 9i3k. — This morning ws 
were visited by two young men, Arabs ^m 
Bftbba, who had e<nne, they said, purposely and 
solely to pay their reqjects ; but in reality, the 
dbject of &eir commg was very Afferent from 
fiisr as shoitly altorwatds appeared* On their 
fotnniee mto die yard of omr hmty oaeof them, a 
Uttlev short, disagreeable»Iooking man, uttering^ 
h sudden ccdansatson of j«y,^ E^nrang forwinrd, and 
ciaaped me with violence to his. breast^ kissing^ 
aqr shoiddert haads^ head, dMeks,. aad h^ixd wid^ 
nuch ef^vmesBv agveei^l^ to the Gustooa ^of his 
efatrntxymak on such oeeasions, aad also of ^e 
Ij»aeli:^,.as weilaa nsanyodier easteronotions ; aad 
kmng done tkisy he nesEt proceeded to embrace my 
krother in the same rough has^ manner^ but b^ 
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compliments were equally as unexpected as they 
were unpleasant. The Arab, as may be supposed^ 
was very eager to claim acquaintance with me, 
and to bring to my memory cerUun scenes 
which had taken place on my former journey 
through Hiussa. Having in some degree re-« 
covered from my surprise at his salutation, on 
looking at him more attentively, I recognized in 
him the very same individual that had been 
employed by Captain Clappertcm, whom he had 
abused and cheated, and who was subsequently 
engaged by myself as guide from Kano. He is 
the person also that decamped with Captain 
Pearce's sword, and a large sum of money in 
cowries, when I sent him back to Kano for the 
tent-poles, which he had forgotten till after he had 
been several miles on his journey, and since which 
time I had not seen him till to-day. His appear^ 
ance is somewhat uncouth and remarkable; his 
figure is awkward and uncommonly diminutive ; 
be has a most forbidding and intolerabie squint ; 
his mouth is turned awry ; and he has a huge and 
Unnatural excrescence jutting out from his chin« 
which adds not a little to the deformity of his 
countenance and appearance. Therefore it was 
not very pleasant to be embraced, and almost 
hugged to death, by such a man as this« His 
companion is a pale, handsome, and agreeable 
youth, and is different from the other; in our 
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presence his behaviour was decent, and his 
manners rather timorous and reserved ; and wheii 
the villany of his associate wa& exposed, he felt 
more abashed of the two. My brother instantly 
accused the fellow of his former infidelity, and 
told him he was surprised that he could have the 
impudence to visit and salute him in the manner 
he had done, after what had transpired between 
them. Instead of expressing his sorrow and con^ 
trition, the Arab made light of his offence, anj. 
endeavoured to laugh off the impression of it 
altogether ; and then in the most abject manner 
begged everything he saw with so much impor- 
tunity and selfishness, that we were out of all 
temper with the scoundrel, and I turned him out 
of the hut in disgust. However, he could not be- 
lieve it possible that we were in earnest with him', 
and waited outside the door a long time, anxiously 
expecting an invitation to come in again. * O, it 
must be all in sport,' said he; but at last we 
threatened to shoot him if he did not go about hia 
business, and being apprehensive that we should 
put our threats into execution, he ran off as fast 
as he could. Before his dismissal, we gave his 
companion a few needles, and he took his leave 
in peace. The fellow's excuse for leaving me in 
the manner he did, was, that Al Hadjee Salalr, 
the late Captain Clapperton's agent, had per- 
suaded him, saying that I was going to tr&vd 
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psioiig Caffires who knew not Alkh, mtd wbe 
would therefore murder hiiiL He was fr^litaie4, 
^e added ; biU it was ea^ to see that this wa» 
a m^re excuse. His pr^zt for esmiag to 119 
iioWt was, tiuit Scenfe AsawDy who was giMkg t^ 
iaa natire comtiy, T!ml»ictoo, had oSeied to co&* 
vey letters for os» firou whence th^ might be 
forwarded to Tripoli ; and that he himself would 
<»11 for them in dte morning. This I hoped to 
prevent, by saying that we had neither letlers to 
send* nor pres^its to give to Sceriffe, thejre^nre we 
did not vfUfk to see him. 

A great number of Arabs are at present re* 
mding in Rabba ; they have come from various 
parts, and trade with the natives in red ci^>8» 
trona, small looking-glasses of the most inferic»: 
description, red cloth, silk, &c., which they bring 
<Mefiy from Fezzan. Among these Arabs is a &- 
mous Sheikh, who, we understand, will set out ia 
a few days on a journey to Timbuctoo and othoc 
places. 

Sunday, Oct. 10(&.— Mohamed and the Fa* 
Utiik messenger arrived at ZagCzhi in company 
this morning, in pursuance of their agreement 
The former brought with hkn a fine sheep as a 
present fr<mi the Magia, and Mallam Dendo sent 
a large pot of honey by the hands of the latter 
Both princes, according to the account of their 
represenUtives, were mightily pleased with thek 
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Mspective pceients, aad expressed their admow- 
ledgments in the w»rmest and most grateful 
terms; they repeated iitt eneomaging promises 
which they had before heki out with regard to 
tmr journey, and have eommisBioiied the * King 
of the Dark Watar/ uwkr certain circomstancea, 
la supply us wi^ a commodious canoe, as exeel-* 
knt as our hearts can desure; strongly recoia-r 
oaending i» to &Aer into arrangements with him, 
amd deliver our two Pat^ishiie canoes^ which are 
comparativdy small and of little value, into his 
keeping till our departure from the country. A 
man is also to accompany us as £ur as the sea, to 
be our guide and interpceter on the voyage- This 
intelligence has made us quite easy in mind, and 
£lled us with hope and joy, for, previous to tho 
arrival of these men, our hearts misgave ub that 
everything would not prosper well. They seem 
to have forgotten the presents we had bestowed 
on them as well as their masters, for they have 
been very pressing to-day in their s<^citations fcnr 
money and needles, so that I have gone so far as 
to cut my coat in pieces for than to make caps 
of the cloth. Mohamed, in particular, has been 
incessantly annoying us in this manner, and 
brought a fellow with him bom Rabba, who, he 
wished us to believe, was the Magla's eldest son, 
merely for the purpose of exacting a present froc| 
m proportionate to his rank ; but we saw through 
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his deceit in time to prevent our being taken in, 
by him, and crushed it in its infancy. 

It is provoking to be continually tormented so^ 
and after all to receive nothing for our pains an4 
ijae sacrifices we make but dbcontent, black looks^ 
and grumbling without end. These fellows, in-^ 
stead of paying their respects in the first place to 
the chief of the island, had come to us directly 
from the landing-place ; and, because they had 
something of consequence to communicate to him^ 
in which we ourselves were intimately concerned, 
after having remained in our company long 
enough to ascertain that they could extort nothing 
further from us, Mohamed who had come with 
them, declared that they were in a hurry to be 
gone, to make amends for their delay, and there* 
fore boldly demanded two thousand cowries ^ to 
open,' as he expressed it, or ' clean out the mouth 
of the •* Water King!"' or else, he declared, no 
business whatever could be transacted with him ; 
it was the only method, he added gravely, with 
which he was acquainted, of enticing him to 
speak on any subject of importance. We knew all 
the time that the fellow was endeavouring to 
deceive us ; but seeing how much our success 
depended on keeping all these sort of gentlemen 
in good humour, and that our interest lay in 
being imposed on now and then, we com- 
plied with his request Considering, after what 
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hai passed, that Mohamed and his colleagues 
might embezzle this sum, which in fact they strove 
to do> we sent Paskoe along with them to the 
phief 's house. Both he and his people continue 
jto show us every hospitality, and to treat us with 
^11 manner of respect and civility. 

Monday i Oct llth, — Alt, the Arab, who, it 
will be recollected, introduced himself to our no- 
tice in Ykoorie, paid us a visit to-day from 
JRabba, where he has been residing some time 
past. We hardly knew him again at first, on ac* 
xsount of his altered countenance, and the languid 
And emaciated appearance of his person, which, 
he tells us, has been the effect of sickness and 
Anxiety, occasioned by an attack of the Guinea* 
worm, which had confined him within doors on 
his mat for three weeks. Instead of proceeding 
to Alorie in Yarriba, which it was his intention of 
doing, he had changed his mind suddenly, and had 
come to Rabba, where he was at first courteously 
received and entertained. The horses which he 
had in his possession belonged to the good old 
Oadado of Soccatoo, by whom he was commis- 
sioned to sell them to the highest bidder. These 
imimals were exceedingly large, handsome, and 
spirited, so much so indeed, that the prince of the 
Falktahs took a great fancy to them, and pur- 
chased them, at an extravagant price, very shortly 
nfler they had been first exhibited in public by 
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AH. But not having mo&ey suffioent at lus die^ 
^osal at the time, Mallam Dendo promised to ghe 
the value of die animals partly in cownee and 
partly in handsome tobes of native manufRCtore^ 
trhich the seller agreed to receive as willingly* 
He has, however, been detained here ever sinoe^ 
«nd to the present time has been put off day 
after day with empty promises. Ali does not 
think that this procrastination proceeds from any 
dishonest feeling on the part of the prrace of t1» 
Talktahs, bat that it is really from want of the 
means of paying him^ owing to die exp^tsea 
attending several warlike expeditionB in which he 
has been recently engaged. 
' Such, generally leaking, is tlie manner of 
trading in this country, a few years' credit bemg 
thought very little of; and it is not unusual to meet 
'with individuals who have been unable to obtaiti 
piyment of debts for ten or a dozen years at least. 

We had a long chat with Ali, and gave him a 
fsw old things which were ineless to ws ; bot we 
eoon found it necessary to send hka away, as he 
began complaimng very grievtmsly of poverty and 
wretchedness. 

The Arab, in coarse of conversation, remarked, 
that it would be a good speculatum to send some 
-seedles for sale at the Rabba maiket, whidi is 
extremely large and well attended ; therefore, we 
took the hint, and sent Jowdie and Ibrahim, two 
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6f our men, with a certain quantity to dispose (^^ 
and they both returned in the evening with the 
fruits of their success, having obtained Uie sum of 
eight thousand cowries for them. Hhs has givcA 
tis fresh spirits again> lor we had not a single 
cowrie to give to our men. The inhabitants 
of Rabba purchased them very eagerly, at horn 
fifleen to thirty cowrks each needle, and they 
^ere anxious to get more, when they fcmnd tl^ 
bur men had disposed of the whole. 

It has been the policy of Mallam Dendo, who^ 
by all accounts, is an able and crafty chief, and 4 
courageous man, to advance foreigners of aU !»• 
lions to certain lucrative and important posts; 
teither about his person, in the army, or as go* 
vemors of conquered towns ; and by &is means 
ke conciliates, in a great measure, the black, o* 
original population of the country, confirms Ida 
Teputation, and establishes his sovereignty wiA 
little trouble over lands and districts which h^ 
Inay have subjugated and added to his dominions* 
It appears that the prince of Rabba is whofiy 
independent of Bello, the sultan of Soccatoo, or 
at most that he pays only a nominal allegiance to 
that monarch, though an amicable intercourse is 
constantly kept up between them. 

Mallam Dendo lately planned an expedition 
tigainst the kingdom of Funda, which was instantly 
carried into execution, though former enterjdiseS 
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0f the kind had unifonnly terminated in confuBion 
and defeat. This also was a complete failure ; for 
as his soldiers were drawing near the city of 
Funda, as the story goes, and had attained ai| 
eminence for the purpose of reconnoitring the 
surrounding country, they saw, or thought they 
saw, to their infinite amazement, a large army 
coming out to meet them, and all the sol* 
diers armed with muskets, and clothed afte^r 
the manner of foreigners in blue and whit^ 
presses. This put them all in a consternation; 
IBLnd without stopping to look behind them, they 
fled with the utmost speed, and returned to thei^ 
own homes without accomplishing anything^ 
Here they attempted to vindicate their cowardice 
)by telling their countrymen a very marvellous 
^tory of their having encountered an army of 
.white men, whose formidable equipments and war- 
like appearance had made their hearts droop 
within them, and they had fled. In allusion tp 
this story, Mallam Dendo asked Paskoe, in confix* 
dence, yesterday, whetlier he did not think that 
many of our countrymen were assisting their ad* 
^versaries ? 

Mallam Dendo, it is said, can send one thou? 
sand horse soldiers, well equipped and mounted 
fin noble animals, to the field; and the num- 
ber pf foot soldiers he has at his command i^ 
^o great, that it is not known. All runaway 
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filaves are encouraged to join the ranks 6n con- 
dition of receiving their freedom; and they are 
joined by a vast number from the surrounding 
country. The natives are commanded by captfdns 
from among their own countrymen, and the Fa- 
i^tahs also by theirs ; the greatest good-will pre* 
vails among them, and we have nowhere observed 
quarrelling of any kind. 

. The Fal&tahs are now in possession of the whole 
of Nouffie, Ederesa having relinquished his claim, 
as he had been deserted by the greater part of hi9 
troops, who joined the army of Mallam Dendo.. 
Both the Magla and Ederesa have little or no 
authority. The Falktah prince has sent his mes* 
sengers, both by land and water, to collect the 
taxes and tributes throughout the country of 
Nouffie, which were last year paid to Ederesa. 
Varriba will soon follow the condition of Nouffie^ 
and the Falatahs, in the course of a few years, will 
reach the sea. An idea of their character may be 
formed from their usual boast, that they could 
conquer the whole world if the' salt water did not 
prevent them. 

Friday^ Oct, \2th, — ^As we have already said, 
Babba market is very celebrated, and considered 
by traders as one of the largest and best in the 
whole country, of which it may be styled the em* 
porium ; a variety of articles, both of native and 
Ibreign manufacture, are there offered for sale ; 
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aarf it k geaenDy wdl rappfied wilii liayes of 
both flexet* Yesleiday, one of our men oowoied 
between one and two hondred bmd, wonen, «d4 
ehUdien, who w«re all exposed for tak m ranks or 
Ikies. These poor creatures liate, for ^ most 
part, been ci4^iired in w«r; asid, it is ssud, that 
the Failitafas rarelf treat tlwm with urfundness^ 
and never with brutality. The price of « strong 
bealdiy lad is about ^drty thounmd cowries (8/» 
sterling); a girl felehes as nnek as iftyUioa-t 
aaad, and perhaps more if she be at all interest^t 
ing ; and the vake oi men and women yariea 
according to their age and dbilities. SlaTes am 
aometioies purchased at Rahba by peo{4e inha« 
biting a country situated a good way down Ae 
Niger, and from thence they J»e ddivered from 
hand to hand till they at lengA reach the sea* 
Ivory is likewise sold, most lik^ to Ae same 
indhriduals, and large tusks may be pordiased at a 
Aousand cowries each, and occasb&ally at a 
much cheaper rate. We have deven elephants^ 
tasks of oar own, which were presented to us by 
the kings of Wowow and Boussd, but we have 
been unable to dispose of them at Babba because 
no strangers are at present in ihe city. 

All the pnacipid ii^bitants of RaUia are com* ' 
plaining bitterly oi lite want of money, and tha 
peculiar hardness of the times. Formerly, they 
^ay, it was wrt ao; and Ihey ascribe then: present 
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poverty said embarrassmeBts to tbar lale reverses 
in war, and misfortunes at kome. Thmr recent 
imsucoessM attadc on the Cumbrie people, who 
teside in the province of Engaskie, near Ylioorie^ 
and which we iiave alluded to in our visit to tha^ 
country, has quite humiliated and disheart^ed 
fiiem. To be outwitted and overthrown by the 
onwarlike Cumbrie, who are considered as a 
despicable race by all people, and to have lost so 
many men and horses hi ^t expe^ion, have been 
a source of great mortification to tiieir vanity, and 
derogation c^ dieir high ii^ne. In order to re* 
deem tlieir national charac^r ^m the stain which 
it has thus received, and to restme ihe reputation 
for bravery and resolution which had before sa 
eminently distinguiiAed ^mfrom their ndghbours^ 
but which is now so deeply tarnished, the Fal&tahs 
at Rabba are actively employed in hastening pre* 
parations fof the invasion of Yarriba ; and are 
resolved, it is r^orted, to set out in a very few 
days for Katunga, the capital, which is to be liheir 
first object of attack. They anticipate success^ 
"without the dread of opposition; and iliey already 
boast of acquisitions which they have not yet 
gained, and exidt in the thoughts of the splendour 
iand opulence they shall enjoy in cities which they 
iave not yet seen. Our old firiend, tfie monarch 
et Yarnba, on his part, has been put on his gu£u?d> 
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Itnd is, we hear, determined to resist any hostile 
attempt which loiay be made against his country. 
, Mallam Dendo sent for Paskoe this morning in a 
great hurry, with a message, that he was waiting 
impatiently his arrival at Rabba, having something 
of the utmost consequence to communicate. As 
may easily be conjectured, we were ra&er surprised 
at this unexpected summons, and waited Paskoe's 
return with much anxiety, for we had no doubt 
whatever tbat we were principally concerned in it» 
When, however, he did come back, and entet 
our hut, he looked very wistfully, and informed 
IIS, with considerable agitation both of voice and 
manner, that Mallam Dendo had expressed to 
him the greatest dissatisfaction at the things whicl| 
^e had received from us as a present, declaring 
jthem to be perfectly worthless, and, with the ex- 
ception of the looking-glass, * fit only for a child V 
that he well knew we could have sent him some- 
thing more useful and of greater value, if we had 
thought proper; but that if we persisted in our 
refusal to do so, he should demand of us our guns, 
pistols, and powder, before he would consent or 
{>ermit us to leave Zag5zhi. Thb news made us 
very uneasy and unhappy, and we sat down in 
gloom and thoughtfulness without uttering a 
word, for we believed this to be a death-blow t0 
^1 our hopes. To part with the only defensive 
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weapons in our possession, we felt determined not 
to do ; it brought to our recollection the fable of 
the lion deprived of his teeth and claws. We^ 
knew that if we were to be deprived of these, 
we should be entirely in the power of a set of 
fellows who are remarkable neither for generosity 
nor nobleness of principle, without the means of 
helping ourselves ; and we resolved never to part 
with our guns unless compelled to do so by 
force or from the most urgent necessity. Having 
reflected deliberately on our situation, we felt 
convinced that something on our part must be 
done, by way of conciliation, if we had any inten- 
tion of quitting the country, and of prosecuting" 
our enterprise. The chief also wanted to know 
why we had not gone to Sansam to see the Magia, 
having been only five days' journey from him wherf 
at Yaoorie, and added, that one of us must go 
immediately. We were much hurt, and pointed 
out to the messenger our only box of presents,' 
and told him it was all we possessed to last us td 
the sea, adding, that if we were to give his 
master more, we should have nothing left to obtaiil 
us even food on our voyage. At this moment w6 
thought of Mr. Park's tobe, which was given to us 
by the king of Boossk ; and thought, that as it was 
the only thing which we had to offer, it might 
in consequence of the splendour of its appearancei 
and its intrinsic value, prove an acceptable present 
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to the covetous prince, uid we £oadly boped that 
it might be the means of a peifect leconciliatioD: 
on both sides : therefore, under these considera- 
tions, we immediately dispatched Ibrahim with k 
to Rabba, though our hearts misgave us at the 
time, that it would after all be thought lightly o^ 
as an excuse for further extortions* Of course, 
we deeply lamented the necessity to which we were 
reduced aa parting with this curiosity, but it was 
inevitable. We sent word by Ibrahim also, that 
kaving no good presents to give him was the^ 
reason I had not visited Bello when we were at 
Yaoorie, and that I declined doing so £or th^ 
same reasons now. Our plan was to make firienda 
with the Babba chief, and this we have soma 
hopes the tobe we have just sent to him will 
effect 

In less than two hours after his departure, Ibra* 
him returned horn his errand with a quickstep and 
cheerful looks, and informed us, that the tobe wa9 
accepted by the prince with rapturous admiration.. 
By this present we had made him our friend for 
ever ; he regretted that the Fallitahs had no canoes, 
but were they possessed of any, he would make us a 
present of as many as we might want, and accele* 
rate our departure from Zagozhi with all his in- 
fluence. * Ask the white men,' said he, * what 
they would desire, and if Rabba can supply them 
with it, tell them they shall_^ always have it, 
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^ Well I' he oontnmed, ^I must pfarchate tim 
tobe ; I will not accept it as a gift, — tliat wodfll 
be agaiii^ my principles, and besides it would be 
vnrong lior n» to be gaihy c^ such injiistice. Now 
I shall be something ]ike a king,' he added, turn- 
ing the tobe inside and out ; ^ let no man know 
of it ; my neighbours will behold me with envy ; 
and as for my own people, I will surprise them 
some morning by putting it cm when they are 
gomg to war; it will daozle theix eyes. How 
great will be their astomshment V In this man- 
ner 'the prince of the Faiktatei talked to Ibrahiou 
We hardly know what condition to draw from it, 
but rather imagine that this present of the tobe 
will in the &ad be adyantageous to om interests, 
though we Tery much regret its loss. Our man 
bas been desired to ri^t Rabba agam to-morrow, 
when a present of some kind will be sent us as 
«n acknowledgment, for such is the custom of 
Ihe country. 

Wednesday^ October ISth, — In pursuance of 
fte chiefs arrangaooent, we sent Ibrahim and 
Faskoe to him this morning. He received them 
with ciTility, said he was highly pleased at their 
ccmiing, and wisl^ to know in what manner he 
could best express his acknowledgments to us for 
the present we had made him, which he termed 
a ^ princely gifr,' promising to xoake us all the 
return for it in his power, by forwarding our 
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departure, and assisting us in the object of our 
visit as much as he was able. Paskoe, who 
had previously been tutored by us, and who is not 
deficient in sagacity, made answer, and said, that 
our first wish, and the one which he believed we 
were most anxious about, was to obtain a large 
canoe, and pursue our journey on the Niger as 
fast as possible; that as we had little money, 
and but few presents, and as the ' King of the 
Dark Water' had refused to exchange a canoe of 
the above description, for those which we had 
obtained at Pat^hie, unless we would consent to 
pay liim ten thousand cowries, we should be 
obliged to him to settle that little affair to our 
satisfaction, otherwise he said we should be en>- 
barrassed with insuperable difficulties. And that 
if the prince of Rabba approved of it, a few mats, 
tobes, or sandals, would be highly acceptable ; and 
would be considered by us as a sufficient remu- 
neration for the presents we had made him. This 
answer pleased the prince, and he cheerfully 
agreed to the whole of Paskoe's propositions; 
He then went out and procured a bundle of the 
handsomest-coloured mats, for the manufacture of 
which Rabba is famous, and came back, and de« 
livered them into the hands of Paskoe as an 
offering to us, with two large bags of rice, and a 
bunch of plantains. He gave Ibrahim also a hand- 
some tobe and cap for liimself ; and promised to 
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Bend a messenger to the King of the Dark Water 
to settle the business of the canoe^ by whom he 
would likewise send valuable tobes, to be worn by* 
tny brother and myself. He then presented Paskoei 
with a thousand cowries; and he returned with 
Ibrahim to ZagSzhi, quite overjoyed with success. 
A foot messenger from the King of Nouffie 
Arrived at Rabba in the morning. His sovereign 
had despatched him privately to Mallam Dendo^ 
with an insinuation to him^ *• that if it met with hisi 
approbation, he (the Magia) would order us to 
be detained at Zagdzhi until we should consent 
to make him a present of a certain number of 
dollars, or something equivalent to them in value ; 
that he disbelieved the story of our poverty alton 
gether, and would therefore search our luggage, 
in order to discover whether our assertion was 
true or false, that we had no greater presents to 
make.' So much dissimulation, meanness and 
rapacity, which this trait in his character exhibits, 
we had little reason to expect from the King of 
NouflSe, after expressing for us, so warmly and 
repeatedly as he has done, protestations of the 
most cordial, candid, and lasting friendship. We 
could not forbear feeling very indignant at this 
foul breach of the laws of hospitality a^d good 
faith, which we had experienced in every part of 
the country previous to this. Perhaps it was well 
that we had presented the prince of Rabba with Mn 
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TttA*B Ube, 'fiir lie treatef tbe meaiage and its 
bearer with coa/lemftj md ansirered aMrgelkall j : 
« Tell tlie Magla^ your tororeigs, tint I wouldie- 
boke Urn fov tkbe^qnfesdon of his BCiilameBls ; Ui^ 
detest his base insinaaiioiis ; tlist I will nevex coo- 
sent to his wishes ; and th«t iTcjeet hie proposal 
with disdain. What! ifaaU the white men, who 
bave come from, mch distant lands to visit o«r 
^^ountry, who have sp^Eil their sidwtanee among ua^ 
and made us present before we had leisure to 
do any good for th^, diall they be treated so 
inhumanly? Never I They have w<»n their shoea 
from their feet, uad their elothes from, their per- 
sons^ by the length and tediousnesa of their 
journeys; they have thrown themselves into o«r 
hands, to claim our protection and partake of our 
Jiospitality ; shall we treat them then as robbers^ 
and cast them from us like dogs? Surely not. 
What would our neighbours,— ^what would our 
friends^ — our foes, say to diis ? What could be a 
greater reproach than the infamy which would 
attach itself to our characters, and to our namev 
ahoidd we treat these poor, unprotected, wanderiiig^ 
atrangers, and white men, too, in the manner your 
inonarch, the King of Nouffie, proposes? After 
they have been received and entertained with so 
much hospitality and honour in Yarriba^ at Wo-* 
wow, and at Boossk, shall it be said that Rabba 
treated them badly ; that she shut her doors upon 
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lliem, and pluncksred tfaemf No^ never ! I hard 
already given my word to protect them, and I 
wiQ not fcnrfeit ihast sacred {^dge for all the gmsi 
and swordft m the worlds*" Such was the answer 
which ihe Kmg of Nouffie's messenger received 
from ^e Falktah d^ftahu Surely it was worthy 
ti a j^rince. 

Our ro^or saw and ecmversed with this Noc^e 
messenger, who had made no mctet of his errand^ 
and the above ansT^^CT was related to Paskoe by 
ike frirtee of the FaEiadm himself. 

The imbeci^yty of iks Magis, and his want of 
jpower, wte strikingly appairent; he exercises a 
tiominal authority only over hi& people, Mallam 
Bendo being evidently the mHng monarch of the 
whole kingdom of Nouffie; The former nevet 
enters into imy public undertaking, without con- 
Bulting the Faiktah ruler, «id first obtaining his^ 
Itonsent to the measure, be it urgent or otherwise^ 

Several Hiitussa merchante arrived at Rabba 
Ais morning, with a number of fine horses fo* 
Bale. As soon as they entered ^ town, they 
went to pay their rei^)ects to the prince, when 
Paskoe happened to be hft his company, and they 
conversed together in &e Falktah language, not 
^mkingfor a momenH that it could be understood 
by him. In aUusion to us, for we wre generally 
brought on ^e tapis on such occasions, they 
spol^ veiry much in our praise, mentioned Cap- 

X 2 
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tain Clappeiton, ^ the unfortunate Abdallab/ in 
terms of the highest admiration, and had seen 
with wonder the splendid and curious presents 
which he had made to Sultan BeUo at Soc- 
catoo. * I know the white men, too,' said 
the prince, ' they are good men ; in fact £ have 
reason to speak well of them, for I also am 
a white man, and therefore I am of opinion that 
they are of the same blood as ourselves.' It is 
in this manner that Falii,tahs endeavour to claim 
relationship with Europeans, though these people 
^re either of a swarthy complexion, or black as 
soot; and this passion to be considered faur is 
often carried to a most ridiculous height. White 
men, how sorry soever their outward appearance 
may be, are certainly considered, not only by 
Falatahs, but by the native blacks, as a supe- 
rior order of beings^ in all respects more ex* 
cellent than themselves. At Y^oorie we recol* 
lect having overheard a conversation between two 
men, who were quarrelling in the very height of 
passion. ' What !' exclaimed one of them to his fel- 
low, ' thou pitiful son of a black ant! dost thou 
presume to say that a horse was my father? Look 
at these Christians ! for as they are, I am ; and 
Buch were my ancestors ; answer me not, I say^ 
for I am a whit^ man !* The speaker was a Negro, 
und his skin was the colour of charcoal* 

Thursday, October 14<A.— It is time that our 
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journey should be completed, for our goods ard 
very nearly exhausted ; and so far from being itt 
a condition to make further presents, our means 
will Scarcely be adequate to procure the bard 
necessaries of life. Our stock of cloth, looking- 
glasses, snuff-boxes, knives, scissors, razors, and 
tobacco-pipes, has already been given away, and 
we have only needles and a few silver bracelets 
left to present to the chiefs whom we may reason- 
ably expect to fall in with on our voyage down 
the Niger. Henceforward we must endeavour to 
shun as many large towns on the banks of the 
river, as we may venture to do with safety. In 
order to obtain a little money, in addition to 
what we have already been enabled to procure 
from the sale of a quantity of needles, both for 
present use and future convenience, I sent my 
watch tliis afternoon to the Fal^itah general, who 
is the Bomouese that made us a present a day or 
two ago, and he agreed to purchase it for the sum 
of sixty thousand coWries ; but having the mis- 
fortune to let it fall shortly afterwards, as he was 
in the act of mounting his horse, the glass was 
broken by the accident, and it was so much 
damaged outwardly, that its beauty of appearance 
is entirely destroyed. It was returned to us to- 
wards evening, with a present of a bunch of plan- 
tains and a beautiful leopard's skin, as a remu- 
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cieradoa for Ae uijmy whkk it Jiainstamed, M 
jmthook soMfinif aiif apology. «r tlie moai diitenifc 
nHneton to the aotAkant ! The unilch, hamemsa^ 
n^ Itcfcect, and the brighlaegB of ite iioer esse 
wnm UBtanudied, thev^are we SQHt it wrer SMtenftlf 
io Mallam D^ido, who leodved it wkh eagemeifl^ 
fmi pundiaMd it «a tlie ^pot for a large eian <€ 
nioiieyy wUdi lie ba# j^ronised to pay im to* 
loorrew, and Faskoe Jias aecfodxBgly kft it in li^ 
Itftnds. 

. Hie story wlui^ we lieard wbea at YImk>ik, 
arelative to the deeeaae of old MaUaoi Deado^ 
father of the pve»e&t prince of Ae Falj^taha, was 
act true, m Uiat iadiWduid m adll aUve. . £«t Iht 
^rumour we auppoee to liai^ cfigisaled frmn Ae 
old chief 8 Vindication in fii^our of hiB son, whidk 
took place at the time, and his relinqiydunent of 
all public businen in consequ^iee €^ that readb* 
iion, though it is said that he still influences Us son's 
conduct in all priirate as weU as puUic ccmoeimu 
He now uts, as the Arabs tdl us, in one poiuti<m 
every day from morning till night, with threie 
large calahsidies aiound him, one of whidi is \eft 
4Don8tantly Med with iuah^ another rn&. cowiiefl^ 
and a third with goora nuts ; and he revek in the 
delights which these calabashes a&rd him all d^ 
2<»ig. He has the reputation also, now tlmt he 
Is become old, of being both a misex and i^ 
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igloUoa. He reoeires but £rar vkiterB, aad thoae 
mxe of a parlieular descriptatm, with ifdiom ao^ 
jquaiBtaace lias made faha ^miliar, and whose 
•ccHopany, equality of age, and a similarity in 
lastes and indmatbiu, have rendered desirable. 
These firie&ds are at liberty to eat a handAU of 
Munhf or dew a gooia nut in his company* wheqr 
£ver they please. Old Alallam Dendo is coi^ 
«]dered a ?ery eocentdc character by all tho»e 
iirho have either seen or heard of him, and hia 
lingular niaimer of liring is the common thenme 
<of conversation among all ranks. His son is said 
to inherit none of his father^s foibles or propen* 
JBities ; he is revered as a leader, and beloved as a 
man, though the Arabs do not speak well of his 
consistency* For some reason, the report of the 
old man's death is industriouBly propagated 

Friday y October 15/&.— We are generalljr 
awakened every morning at day-break, and on parti* 
cular occasions long before the sun rises, with the 
noise of the grinding of com and the loud cheerfiil 
ainging which accompanies it firom the females ei^ 
gaged in that laborious occupation, for females 
only are employed in it. The same custom pre* 
^ails in Yarriba, in Borgoo» and at Y&oorie, and 
in iact throughout the whole of western, central^ 
juid northern Africa, as far as we can learn. In,- 
4»tead of the mill formerly used in Judea, and ia 
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'dl eastern countries, witk its hsoMe of wood or 
-iron in the rim, the people here simply employ two 
large stones, flat and smootii, with the uppermost 
of which they rub the grain till it becomes suffi* 
^iently fine. Perhaps this is a more ancient, as it 
is a more ^mple contrivance, tiian the com-naills 
tised by the females of the east^ to which it ^ 
igreatly inferior. However, Dr. Clarice, the tra^ 
Teller, is of opinion, that the former ' are th6 
)nrimeval mills of the world,* and he also says, that 
* they are still found in all com countries wher^ 
tude and ancient customs have not been liable to 
those changes introduced by refinement.' 
' Rabba, which has b^ore been alluded to, ap^ 
^ars from Zagozhi to be a consideraUy large, 
iieat, clean, and well-built town, though it is un^ 
walled, and is not otherwise fenced. It is irregu^ 
larly built on the slope of a gently-rismg hill, at 
"the foot of which runs the Niger ; and in pdnt df 
rank, population, and Wealth, it is the second city 
in the Falktah dominions, Soccatoo alone being 
considered as its superior. It is inhabited by a 
mixed population of Falktahs, Noufanchie, and 
emigrants and slaves from various countries, and 
is governed by a ruler who exercises sovereigft 
authority over Eabba and its dependencies, and is 
styled Sultan or King. The regal power is de* 
ispotic, though exercised widi mildness, and the &u€t» 
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tessloii liereditaYy. The Arabs and all strangen 
baye an enclosure of dwellings to themselves^ 
.which is in the suburbs of the town. Rabba i^. 
famous for milk^ oil, and honey. The market, 
t¥hen our messengers were there, appeared to be 
ivell supplied with bullocks, horses, mules^ asses^ 
«heep, goats, and abundance of poultry. Rice and 
various sorts of corn, cotton, cloth, indigOi 
saddles and bridles made of red land yellow leather, 
.besides shoes, boots, and sandals, were ofifered for 
iftale in great plenty* Although they observed 
^bout two hundred slaves for sale, none had beeft 
-disposed of when they left the market in the even- 
ing* The inhabitants grow abundance of com and 
nee, and other productions common to the neigh j 
^bouring countries, and they cultivate the plantain 
-shrub with success. They possess large flocks and 
sherds of the finest description, and their homed cat» 
4le are remarkable for their size and beauty. They 
h^ve also a prodigious number of e:&cellent horses, 
of which they take the greatest Care, and they are 
tmiversally admired for their strength and elegant 
proportions. These animals are used only for war,, 
recreation, and in travelling. It is the pride and 
pleasure of the higher classes to dress well, and 
display their persons and their horsemanship td 
advantage, and it is gratifying to witness th6 
grace and dexterity with which they preserve their 
command over tliese beautiful creatures. In the 
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naaageBM&t of Iheir lionea, thsy are pediaps waat 
inferior to ihe Arabs, frmn whom their have, laaS 
|)robabiUty»denTed moat of their teasona ia the art;. 
£abba is not very fsmooa tac the number or Tat- 
riety of its artifiooa, and yet in the manuftcture of 
Biats and sandals they are umTalled. Howe¥er 
in all other handicnfta fiahba yields to Za^ 
g^zhi. 

Zagozkif situated aa it is, £redly opposite 
SUbba, participates in sumy of its advanta^a, 
though still it has Tarioas inoonvenienees peculiar 
to itselfl The town is bniit on a bo^, Sat sbuAl it 
appears to ns, and it lies «o close to the wato^ 
that in fact hundreds of huts are literally standing 
in it So littto regard do the peo^ appear lo 
iiare for what is termed comfort, that they suffer 
the walls of their dwdlings either to fall to pieces, 
4>r permit large diinks aikl fades to reniiun in them, 
which . freely admit the wind and rain ; while the 
floors, which are made of earth or day, are so 
0of t and damp, that a slender stick may easily be 
thrust into them by the hand to any depth. Our 
own is of this descr^on* (n so moist fisituation as 
this, it may readily be supposed the air in the night 
season is illuminated with fire-flies* The huts of 
4;he natives are infissted with mosquitoes and other 
more disgusting insects, which abound indeed 
in millions. When the |>figer subsides, and leaves 
^agozhi. exposed with all its dirt to the influ^nos 
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|)f the tuByihd noxiouB Yxpawa and fihiJatiflni 
widi whkh the air nuut of aeoesBky be impreg* 
luited, will render it 210 doubt very inaalubiious; 
but at piesent the kbahitantg anake few or iko 
comjdabits. 

In their Juits the people exhibk no very fiivour^ 
able apecimeDS of taste or cleanlioeBS ; and in this 
respect, onrtakil j, they are greatly inferior to their 
neighbouig on die other aide of the river. How« 
ever, in their p^racms they axe by no means so 
negligent, for they always appear ezlspemely well 
dressed; and we bave xarely meit with so large « 
number <^ tall, handsome, well-formed men an4 
eomely women, as in this place. 

The care whidi the FaUitsJi bestows, and ths 
pdde which be talLes in his hoarse, are employed 
and imhdged by the inhabitants of Zag6shi in an 
equal proportion in their canoes; the Niger is 
covered widi these li^ yessels, and to be sldlfid 
in the .management of them is thek gxeatest boast. 
The chief of the Island has about six hundred 
canoes, all of which will be employed, when tho 
young Mallam Dendo is proclaimed king, in con-p 
keying the Fal&tah troops across the river on their 
expedition into Yarriba. They are Ibnd of aquatic 
occupations, even to a passion, and carry them to 
excess. All the trade hj water in these parts is 
jn their hands, and they are proprietors of the 
^orryto and fr^mi Babba, which is a source of 
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Considerable emolument to those engaged in this 
speculation. They are also excellent fishermen, 
and, in fact, the population of Zagozhi are almost 
Imiphibious, so prone are they to be perpetually 
sporting in bogs or dabbling in water. But they 
do not confine themselves all the year round en- 
tirely to the river, for they cultivate the soil a^ 
well, and, like their countrymen of Nouffie, m the 
tnanufacture of various articles they evince con-^ 
siderable ingenuity and expertness. The cloth 
which they manidacture in common with theii 
Countrymen, and the tobes and trowsers which 
they make, are most excellent, and would not 
disgrace an European manufactory ; they are worn 
knd valued by kings, chiefs, and great men, and 
are the admiration of the neighbouring nations^ 
which vainly attempt to imitate them. We havd 
also seen a variety of caps, which are worn solely 
by females, and made of cotton interwoven with 
silk, of the most exquisite workmanship. The 
people here are uncommonly industrious, be they 
inales or females, and are always busy either ia 
Culinary, or other domestic occupations. 

In our walks we see groups of people employed 
in spinning cotton and silk; others in making 
Wooden bowls and dishes, mats of various patterns^ 
Bhoes, sandals, cotton dresses and caps, and the 
like; others busily occupied in fashioning brasa 
and iron stirrups, bits for bridles, hoes, chains^ 
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tetters, &c. ; and others again eniployed in mak«r 
ing saddles and horse accoutrements. These 
yarious articles, which are intended for the Rabba 
market, evince considerable taste and ingenuity 
in their execution. 

We have not seen a single public amusement 
since we have been among them. In this respect 
they are an example to their neighbours. They 
seem quite independent of all authority and above 
aU restraint, except that of the legitimate King of 
the Dark Water ^ and their own interests induce 
them to obey him alone. They care as little for the 
Fal^tahs as the Falktahs for them ; the peculiarity 
of their situation renders them secure from foreign 
Invasion, and insensible to the calamities and disn 
tresses which overwhelm the natives of many parts 
of the continent. They have liberty stamped on 
then: features, and lightness and activity, so rarely 
to be seen in this country of sluggards, are obr 
servable in all their actions. The generality of 
the people are well-behayed ; they are hospitably 
and obligmg to strangers ; they dwell in amity 
with their neighbours, and live in unity, peace, 
and social intercourse with themselves ; they are 
made bold by freedom, affluent by industry and 
frugality, healthy by exercise and labour, an4 
happy from a combination of all these blessings* 
. The population of Zagdzhi cannot well be 
^timated, on account of its lowness and the pre- 
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rtSSsg flatneM of the eooBtry loq&d, on iMdk 
lieither a UQock Bor eminemse of my kiwi can bo 
dtscemed. Howeyer, it mnat he namguie ; and 
we conrider ittobe one of die BMst eaUeasiTo anA 
thickly inhabited towns, as weU as one <^ die 
fiiost hnportaat ttading pkces in tiw wkole kisg* 
dom of Nottffie, not excep^stg ewra CooUb. Ac- 
cordmgtoonrestimaiiOD dn MbkI may be aboot 
ifteea n^es hmg and tbree in Iveadtb, but dis 
greiterpartof itiSBOwneaifyorerfloweiL NoU 
widistanding this, the natives appear to ei^oy good 
kealth. 

No¥^ties, however trying, attiael the Bodee of 
die people of Rabba, a» gMttering baubles exeilo 
die attention of a eMld ; and as cyMxen, too^ 
become dfed ot their {daydnng a few moraeitti^ 
Only afiter it is put into ^eir hands, so do they 
tiirow aside in disgmt, when it ceases to be a no* 
Telty, that i^ch they woiidd hare giren half dieit 
substanee to obtain a few seeonds before it ao* 
teaUy became thm own. They are 

Vkaatd witk a feafiier, tidikd wiAi a vlittw. 
The prince of the FaHfctahs is already tnrcd of my 
watch, which he purchased yesterday, and he 
returned it this afternoon, widi all its machinery 
Kroken ; and, like the Bomooese soldier, without 
making any acknovdedgment for his carekssness. 
However, we have received permission to quit Za* 
gozhi to-morrow momin§y to pursue owr journey 
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down the Uigtr ; kxA thoftgh all the promiseft of 
the Magia hare termhiated in nothing — though % 
liouffie guicb has been denied us— and though 
it is likdy that we shaU be" perj^xed with a thou* 
temd difficulties, yet we aore in high spirits and 
great good humom at &e thoughts of our re^ 
lease, for we know that we shall go our way with 
alacrity and cmifidence. 

^ We ha^e been busily employed in packing up 
and making preparations fimr our departure firom 
2ag^zhi to-morrow mormng. We are in hopes of 
bavmg no difficulties about the canoey and are desir- 
ous of obtainmg one that will hdd all of our party, 
as it \vill be a much more satisfiEU^tory arranges 
ment for us^ and more convenient than twa small 
oaes» The chief of the island visited us in the 
morning, and prcmiised to send a messenger with 
OS as far as Egga, on the banks of the river. This 
is the last town, we are told, down the river bef 
longing to Ae Nouffie territory, and its distance 
from hence » said to be four days' journey. He 
leEls us also, that the river is quite safe, accoxdiBg^ 
to ^ reports of the Nouffie people who trade 
betweoi diis place and Eggs. 

Hiis afteriMNm, the diief was imwilfing to part 
wKh a canoe under any consideration, yet, as a 
Idsen of his friendship and r^ard, he has offered 
to spare vm one &r twenty thoussuad cowries ! in 
addition to our own wUdi we farou^t from Fa* 
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tkshie island. A messenger from the prince of 
Rabba arrived here just after this proposition was 
made us, with full powers to treat with the Water 
King for our canoe. ^ I will see/ said the man, 
* whether I can make him comply with your 
wishes or not ; he will not show me any of his 
airs, I am sure.' This messenger biought with 
him a large bag of rice as. a present from Mallam 
Dendo, who desired him to mform us, that ^ he 
wished us well, and should be most happy to hear 
of our return to the country by way of the Niger,* 
As soon as he had delivered his message to us, 
he repaired to the dwelling of the Zag6zhi chief, 
and returned to us from his errand shortly after- 
wards, with the intelligence of his having sue- 
ceeded in obtaining the long-talked-of canoe, 
which would be in readiness to receive us on board 
at an early hour to-morrow. This has removed a 
^eat weight from our minds. 

Last night my brother was troubled and terri- 
fied in his sleep by a frightful dream of scorpions, 
and, to his astonishment, when he awoke this 
morning, he discovered one of those reptiles on his 
mat, which he had crushed to death in his sleep. 

The * Dark Water King' has been informed of 
our poverty, we believe, and his goodness is de* 
dining very perceptibly in consequence. Nor do 
his people, we are sorry to say, regard us with 
^e same respect and partiality as formerly, nor 
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treat us with as much beer as they did. Doubtless 
they have imbibed a similar notion, that the white 
men are poor, and their kindness and goodnature 
are also fast dwindling away. Perhaps all this is 
natural : even from our friends and relations, hos- 
pitality and tenderness do not, under such circum« 
stances, last for ever. It is true the natives have 
pitied us ; but pity is composed of sorrow and 
contempt ; and here, as in more polished countries, 
we have found it to be unsubstantial and fleeting. 
After the first gush of feeling, the tear of com- 
passion gives place to the frigid indifference of 
contempt To be pitied is to be despised. Such 
is the case here, and such is the way of the world. 
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